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Genie Joseph, M.F.A.

Genie@GenieJoseph.com
Hm: 808-949-8255

Cell: 808-783-6290

SYLLABUS  - Spring 2014
PAR 100:  Introduction to Performing Arts

Course Description

The student will explore the content, history, and meaning of the performing arts, styles, and genres in western and world music, dance, film and theatre. Students will learn how to go beyond personal preference and tastes to develop an appreciation of many performance art forms.  The Performing Arts will be examined in a social and historical context because all art forms rise on the shoulders of previous aesthetic conventions.  Film, Comedy, Dance, Opera, Slam Poetry and other performance art forms will be briefly examined.  Finally, the students will be encouraged to see a variety of live performances and to appreciate the importance of the arts in society and in the quality of life one leads.    Students will attend a live performance as part of course requirements.
This course will expand your appreciation of the performing arts and give you a chance to express your own creativity – even if you didn’t know you had any of your own!

You will have an opportunity to learn basic performance skills such as Improvisation, SLAM and monologues.  This class will use theater games as a learning tool.  Don’t worry, even shy people really learn to express themselves fully!

Outcomes & General Education

By the end of the semester students with a minimum grade of C will demonstrate the following competencies:

1.          Interpret works of art (visual, performing, and literary) and relate them to one’s experiences.

2.          Analyze works of art in terms of form, content, and style.

3.          Analyze major performing artists’ representations of human experience.

4.          Interpret the works of major performance arts within a historical and social context.

5.          Write clear, well-organized academic essays.  Spell-check!
 

The Arts

1. Demonstrate an understanding of the basic terminology and techniques used in the performing arts. 

2. Understand and appreciate the aesthetics of the arts, emphasizing performing arts. 

3. Discuss selected films in terms of purpose, dramatic structure, characters, and staging

4. Articulate the roles of the director, actors, designers and other production staff. 

5. Articulate connections between the performing and the visual arts. 

6. Write informed, thoughtful reports/reviews of film, music and theatre performances. 

7. Develop an appreciation of classical and other contemporary musical styles
8. Become an informed, engaged audience when attending live performing arts productions and concerts. 

Texts

There is not a required text book for this course.  There are online lectures to be read and responded to each week.  
Each week you will watch TWO films from the class list.  YOU WILL NEED ACCESS TO MOVIES ONLINE or a well-stocked video store. You may request a special film which may be substituted with PRIOR permission.  Check NOW to make sure you have access to all the films you will need for this course.  Don’t wait until week seven to find out you can’t find the film for that week!
The LECTURES and ASSIGNMENTS are posted online, or will be provided to you.  
Quizzes:  Each week there is a short quiz that covers material in the lecture, the movies and the You Tubes listed.  This is an online timed Quiz.  You have 20 minutes!  Plan accordingly by saving your answers often.  You can only take the quiz once, and you will get kicked out after 20 minutes so watch the time counter.  You will see your grade, but it will not tell you which answers were correct, as is the University recommendations.

If you are taking this class ON-GROUND you will bring your homework to class.  DO NOT post homework online if you are in the on-ground class.  However you may respond to classmates in either class, online or on-ground.  Bring a copy of your online response to students to class for inclusion in the grade book.
Course Requirements

1. Reading all lectures and assigned readings in preparation for classes.

2. Watching TWO films from the class movie list each week!
3. Attendance of a live performance of music, theater, dance or comedy during this semester.  You can choose the performance event of your choice.
4. Writing a weekly essay on the movies watched.
5. Include your weekly journal entry at the end of your post.
6. Responding to fellow classmates with written commentary.
7. Full participation in classroom lectures, discussions and in-class presentations of performing arts video and audio performances.

8. Final exam.
Expectations and Policies

1. Attendance and active participation is required at all class sessions (Roll will be kept each class). It is the student’s responsibility to notify the instructor in writing (online or hard copy) concerning all excused absences.  Missing class for medical reasons requires a written verification from a doctor.

2. For those on-ground, leaving during the class session is prohibited, unless cleared in advance with the instructor or in the case of an emergency.
3. Reading all assigned materials and being prepared for discussions, in-class presentations and exams.

4. All students are responsible for all information presented during class periods.  Students absent from class should arrange for obtaining notes/directives from fellow students or from online sources.

5. Assignment must be completed on the specified due date.  Work that is late will be assessed various point reductions.  Written work turned in later than one class day will not receive comments, but will receive a grade with lowered points.  Online students, post in the current week we are on, and put the week due at the top of the assignment.
6. Assignments or exercises based on in-class activity with other class members cannot be made up.

7. Assignments will be graded on timeliness, completeness, quality of content and the recommended standards for writing evaluation recommended by CUH.  Late assignments do not get comments, but will receive partial credit.  Post in the current week, with the assignment week at the top of the assignment.
8. The papers must be spell-checked, typed, double-spaced, in black ink, using appropriate paper, 12 pt. standard font, and standard margins.  

Student Conduct
· “Campus life is a unique situation requiring the full cooperation of each individual.  For many, this is home, school, recreation center and work, all in one.  That makes it a community environment in which the actions of one student may directly affect other students.  Therefore, each person must exercise a high degree of responsibility.” (2009-2010 Student Handbook, p. 49)

· All student rules of conduct, as outlined in the Student Handbook, will be applicable in this class.  Review these rules as presented in the Handbook, pgs. 49-52.

· Note:  All portable cellular phones, headsets, earphones, i-Pods, MP-3 players (and their ilk), CD and DVD players, radios, video game players and other non-academic, non-essential technological distractions must remain turned off and in bags or packs during each entire class session.

· Laptop computers and palm pilots are generally not allowed.  Exceptions with permission, and ONLY for work pertaining to this class.  Violators lose this privilege.
· Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  All students are expected to follow the CUH policy regarding use of technology and plagiarism (see 2009-2010 Student Handbook, pp. 64-66, or the online CUH General Catalogue for 2009).  Plagiarism may result in a failing grade or possibly expulsion.
Grading:

The class grade is determined through a point system.  Points are earned in the following categories.  

Estimated Point Assignment:

Attendance and Class Participation, Posting Homework on time


10 %
Thoughtful Response to Classmates





10 %

Weekly Homework Assignments





40 %
Quizzes









15 %
Final Exam Essay







25 %
 Grading Scale:

 90-100%  
   = A

80-89%      
   = B

70-79%       
   = C 

60-69%       
   = D 

59% and below  = F
Extra Credit

The following extra credit option is available for the class:

· Attend and review approved theatre, music or dance performances beyond what is required. (25 points each)

· Find Relevant You Tubes videos (prefer under six minutes) that pertain to the weekly topic and add insight to the Performing Arts, Artists and the Creative Process.  Post them online in the extra credit section and comment on why you chose it, what lessons you gleamed from them.  You can do this once a week, every week for up to ten points of extra-credit!

CLASS SCHEDULE






Class # 1
04/11/14
The Spoken Word

Class # 2
04/18/14
Classical Music


Class # 3
04/25/14
Classic Story Narrative & Archetypes




Class # 4
05/02/14
The Musical


Class # 5
05/09/14
The World of Dance

Class # 6
05/16/14
Theater & Documentary Arts





Class # 7
05/23/14
Performing Arts & Personal Destiny

Class # 8
05/30/14
British Heritage:  Humor & Speech



Class # 9
06/06/14
The Art of Radio Drama & Performance Comedy

Class #10
06/13/14
Your Personal Artistic Vision - & Final Exam

FINAL EXAM:  Week Ten:  6/13/14
PAR  100 Movie List  -- Course Outline
Each week you watch TWO Movies.  One is the required selection.  The second you may choose from the list of second movie choices.
The REQUIRED Movie Selection is for your first movie.  The second will have more than one option.vie.  In some RARE cases I will accept a substation with PRIOR permission.  Writing about a movie that is not pre-approved will count toward extra-credit, but may not be allowed for your weekly grade (unless the movie has been pre-approved).

Class One
The Spoken Word


Required Movie:  SlamNation  (on i-tunes) 
Second Movie:  Alternate Choices: 
You Tube:  MOTH Performances view a couple and write about them.  http://themoth.org/stories

Watch at least six MOTH performances which you can find online.

OR

Russell Simmons Brave New Voices or Def Poetry or the movie “Slam” (available on Netflix download)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gMJaVmzoxmk (trailer)

Class Two
Classical Music

1) Required Movie: Amadeus

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Du-rD2QL1Pc (trailer)

2) Choose Either: “Theremin: An Electronic Odyssey,” “In the Shadow of the Stars” (Opera) or “They Came to Play” (piano) or Bill Bailey’s Remarkable Guide to the Orchestra
Class Three
Classic Story Narrative  & Archetypes
1) Required Movie:  Romeo and Juliet (Dir: Franco Zefferelli) 

2) Choose Either:  West Side Story or Romeo & Juliet (Dir. Baz Luhrman with Leonardo DiCaprio, or Danerous Laisons (with John Malcovich)

Class Four
The Musical

Required Movie: Every Little Step

Second Movie:  Choose One from the list:  
Cabaret, Chicago, Moulin Rouge, The Wizard of Oz, A Hard Days Night, Grease, All That Jazz,  The Glenn Miller Story, Pete Seger: The Power of Song, Ray, Impromptu, A Star is Born (any version) or The Sound of Music
Class Five
The World of Dance
Required Movie: Mad Hot Ballroom

Chose One:  Strictly Ballroom, Dirty Dancing, Saturday Night Fever, Rize, Hairspray, Footloose, Black Swan, Fred Astaire/Ginger Rogers (any of their movies) Memoirs of a Geisha, Cirque du Soleil (any of their shows)

Class Six
Theater & Documenting Arts
Required Movie:  A Streetcar Named Desire  OR Woody Allen’s “Blue Jasmine”
Second Movie:  Choose One:  
The Meaning of Pictures, Standing in the Shadows of Motown, Born into Brothels, ARTS a film of Possibilities, Hollywood Musicals (any era) Young@Heart





Class Seven
Performing Arts & Personal Destiny
Required Movie:  FREAK: John Leguizamo: 

Second Movie Choose One:  Man on the Moon Jim Carrey, The Vagina Monologues, Exit Through the Gift Shop, Jean-Michel Basquiat: The Radiant Child, Les Paul Changing Sound, They came to play, Pete Seeger – The Power of Song, Any Rock and Roll Documentary




Class Eight
British Heritage:  Humor & Speech
Week Eight  -- British Heritage:  Humor & Speech

Required Movie: The Kings Speech

Pick One:  Whose Line is It Anyway (English version) , Fry and Laurie, Monty Python (any of their movies) Faulty Towers, Ricky Gervais Show, Episodes (Showtime Series)

Class Nine
The Art of Radio Drama & Performance Comedy

Required Movie:  Prairie Home Companion



Second Movie:  Choose One:  


Stand-up Comedy:  George Carlin, Robin Williams, Chris Rock, Eddie Izard, 



The Aristrocrats 


(WARNING: “The Artistocrats” Contains profanity and off-color humor)


Any Slapstick Masters (Chaplin, The Marx Brothers, The Three Stooges, etc.


OR



“MYSTERY”  A Radio Romance written by Genie Joseph, (14 minutes)


Starring Jason Tam and Lizzie Wolfe.


Class Ten
Putting It All Together & Final Exam



CHOOSE:  


Any one movie on the list from any week that you haven’t already seen.

Homework Template (To get you started, you do not have to answer all of them).  NOTE:  This is the regular assignment.  Each week there will be an ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS to answer, so read each assignment carefully.  I am looking for one-to -two pages of well-thought out analysis.

Include the Following Format:

1. Movie Title:

2. Genre: (Drama, Comedy, Documentary, etc)

3. Short Plot Summary (1-3 sentences)

4. Artistic Thematic Statement:  This is the movie’s overall message or statement about life and the artistic process, or the challenges of being an artist.  What is this movie saying about life and art?

5. Memorable Line of Dialogue:  This is a key moment spoken by a main character, or to the main character that summarizes the experience for you as a viewer.

6. Memorable Visual Moment:  What key image or scene or moment symbolizes or focuses the emotional intensity or artistic conflict or personality/character expression?

Your Personal Journal Reflections:  (Include this as part of your regular posting)

7. How do the themes or issues in this movie relate or resonate with your own life?  Note:  If the main character plays the violin, don’t say “I don’t relate because I don’t play the violin, find a THEMATIC connection, such as the main character’s self-doubt.  Talk about how you have doubted your own abilities or creativity.  In other words, you have to dig deeper to find the theme, not just the outer circumstances to relate to.
8. Even if you are not at all like the main character, how does the life portrayed connect to your own experience?  Try to “connect the dots” even though your own life is very different, but what themes are relevant to you?
9. What is your personal “take away” message regarding the main characters struggle to become an artist?

10. What other visual, auditory or emotional elements were significant to you?

Final Comments:

This is a fun class designed to open your mind to new styles of Performing Arts.  You may not like everything you see, but treat it as a buffet.  Keep your mind open.  Be willing to experience art forms that are new and sometimes even outside your world.  You are welcome to have an opinion, but don’t just say “I didn’t like it.”  Give me a thoughtful reason such as “I didn’t feel the performer really connected with his audience, he was more concerned with personal expression than with reaching the audience.”  In other words, don’t just react, but reflect!

Enjoy this class.  It’s creative and we all have our opinions.  The more you open your mind, the more you grow!  Let’s have an inspired semester together!

Professor Genie Joseph, MFA
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