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English 255: Short Story and Novel

The Unusual, The Uncanny, and The Unsettling

This section of “Short Story and Novel” emphasizes the unusual, uncanny, and unsettling motifs often associated with Gothic fiction—tendencies that refract the “polymorphously perverse” nature of prose fiction itself. Beginning with Victorian literature, we shall encounter Edgar Allan Poe’s inaugural short stories as well as 20th and 21st century novels such as Shirley Jackson’s The Haunting of Hill House, Toni Morrison’s Beloved, and Neil Gaiman’s The Graveyard Book. The course will also address fictions by Edith Wharton, Flannery O’Connor, Stephen Crane, and Franz Kafka. Course requirements include a midterm, a final exam, and two short papers. Students are expected to read all assignments by the date indicated in the course schedule and to share insights within the context of class discussion. 
Course Objectives:

Students who successfully complete this course will be able to demonstrate:

--the ability to recognize formal characteristics of fiction

--an understanding of literary terms and their application

--a general familiarity with critical and ideological approaches to interpreting literature

--the ability to develop and express ideas in a clear and logical manner, using a variety of critical reading, writing, and thinking skills  

--a command of a variety of research resources, such as the library and the Internet

--the ability to correctly format and document an essay using MLA style

--a greater understanding of one’s self and her/his relationship to the world in which we live

Required Texts:
The following books are required for this course: The Pearson Custom Library: Introduction to Literature for English 255, Shirley Jackson’s The Haunting of Hill House, and Neil Gaiman’s The Graveyard Book are available in the Chaminade University Bookstore. The two novels are also available from local and online bookstores such as Amazon.com, BarnesandNoble.com, and abebooks.com. 
1. Gaiman, Neil. The Graveyard Book
2. Jackson, Shirley. The Haunting of Hill House. 
3. Morrison, Toni. Beloved.
Additional readings will be available online, via library reserve, and/or ecollege.  

Course Requirements and Expectations:

Students are expected to: arrive on time, to complete all reading and writing assignments on the assigned dates, and to offer thoughtful contributions to class discussion. Frequent absences and/or lateness will adversely affect your grade. More than three unexcused absences will result in a lowering of the final course grade.  Students who miss two consecutive weeks of classes (4 sessions) will be dropped from the course. 

The course requirements include two formal essays, a midterm and final exam, and a variety of informal writings and occasional quizzes.  In-class assignments may not be made up or turned in late.  

Please do not attempt to submit work that is not your own. Cheating/plagiarism will result in a grade "F" for the entire course; instances of cheating will be reported to the University’s Dean of Humanities.  Please review the Academic Honesty and Plagiarism policies in Chaminade University’s 2013-14 General Catalogue.

I am available for consultation during my office hours, by email, or by appointment.  If you have any questions about an assignment or essay, please contact me before the assignment is due.

Essay Guidelines:

Essays are due at the beginning of class on the day assigned; they are expected to meet both minimum and maximum length requirements outlined in individual assignment descriptions. Essays may be submitted (as Word attachments only) by email to our course ecollege site.
All essays must follow MLA format-- typed using 12-point font and double-spaced with one-inch margins on all sides. Please do not include a cover page. Each essay should have a creative and appropriate title. 

Late papers will receive a 10% grade reduction for each day until it is submitted.  If you are having difficulty with an assignment, please meet with me for additional assistance before the due date. You must complete and turn in all essays and major projects in order to pass this course.  
Distribution:
Attendance and Participation (Quizzes, Homework, In-Class Writings, Discussion) 10%

Essay One 20% 

Essay Two 30%

Midterm Exam 20%

Final Exam 20%

Grading Scale: 

A= 90-100% 

B= 80-89% 

C= 70-79% 

D= 60-69% 

F= 0-59% 

Schedule of Assignments:

(Subject to revision)

*Reading assignments must be completed before class on the day listed.

**Additional Readings TBA

Week 1

T 1/14:  Introductions; syllabus review

Th 1/16: Film Screening 
Week 2
T 1/21: Edgar Allan Poe, “The Fall of the House of Usher”(ecollege)
Th 1/23: R.L. Stevenson, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (available online through ecollege)
Week 3

T 1/28: R.L. Stevenson, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (available online through ecollege)
T 1/30: Stevenson, “The Beach of Falesa” (1892) 
Week 4

T 2/4: Charlotte Perkins Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper” (1892) (available online through ecollege)
Th 2/6: Charlotte Perkins Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper” (1892) (available online through ecollege)

