Course Syllabus

HI/POL 321 (online)
Ancient Europe: Classical Greece and Rome
Chaminade University of Honolulu

Spring 2014
Instructor:              

Terrence Monroe

2023 Coyne St.

Honolulu, HI  96826

808.941-7140
terrence.monroe@adjunct.chaminade.edu
or profmonroe@yahoo.com

About Mind Mapping:

This is the first-ever online history course to use “mind mapping” (a concept actually pioneered by Leonardo da Vinci some 500 years ago, but which we’ve taken to a new level). Mind mapping is premised on the idea that all information is inter-related, and mind maps are a way of laying out information visually so that the learner can see how everything fits together. It uses a “relational ontology” to link information together in terms of causes, means, consequences, meaning, implications, shared concept, and more. 

This course invites you the learner to go wherever you like in the mind maps and explore whichever topics most interest you (while at the same time developing a balanced and well-rounded perspective of the overall material), and it asks you to develop insight into the meaning and implications of those topics. You will find that there is considerably more information and multimedia resources available on your topics of interest than you will find in a textbook (which is why no text is required).
The course is mentored, which means that you can expect extensive interaction with your instructor, via live video-conferencing, phone, and email.
Course Overview:

Per the university catalog course description:
HI/POL 321 Ancient Europe (3 credits) 

“Analyzes ancient Greek, Hellenistic, and Roman history, politics, and culture. Focuses on political leaders such as Pericles, Julius Caesar and Augustus; philosophers such as Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato and Aristotle; poets/dramatist such as Homer, Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides. This course also examines how these civilizations viewed and treated women. Offered alternate years. Prerequisite: Any 100 or 200 level history course. “
Learning Outcomes:
· You will gain an understanding of classical Greek and Roman civilizations in terms of their social, cultural, political, religious, and economic institutions, values, and behavior.
· You will develop critical thinking skills and an understanding of the inter-relatedness and unity of knowledge through the use of mind maps.
Course Requirements:

Please note: this course has special requirements (as explained here), so please review these carefully before registering.

*This course is conducted entirely online, and there are no face-to-face meetings excep for an in-person orientation on campus, which you are required to attend at the start of this class. 

*In terms of technology, this course requires you to have: 

· a desktop computer with at least a 17” display screen; tablets and phones are inadequate for mind map display, and are not acceptable for this course.
· a web camera (a good one can be had for about $30.00) or comparable video-conferencing capability.
*This course requires that you attend weekly online video-conferencing sessions (60- 90 minutes in duration) at least once a week. These sessions are tentatively scheduled for Tuesday and Thursday 7:00 – 9:00 PM local time (except holidays) for each of the 16 weeks of the course; the student may choose to attend either or both sessions.

*You will be required to complete an evaulation of your experience with this course upon its conclusion. Your feedback is especially valued, given that this is a pilot course in a new learning technology, and your comments will be carefully reviewed with an eye toward improving the learner experience with future mind-mapped courses.

Text:
No text is required; however, there is a $75 course management system fee, as discussed below.

Assignments and Grading:
In terms of assignments, there is only one: a written journal each week of the reflections, insights, and observations that you have developed in the course of your perusal of the mind maps. Your instructor will guide your exploration of the maps, mentor the development of your understanding of their material, provide you with ongoing evaluation of your progress, and provide guidance for productive avenues of academic inquiry.

Your grade in this course will depend on the nature and extent of your engagement with the maps and their myriad resources, and upon the quality of insight you develop into your areas of interest. A good faith effort will serve you well.

Getting Started:
Step One: Go to www.WisdomMaps.com and click on “Go to Courses” (the link is located towards the bottom of the homepage). Create an account and login, then click on “Course catalog” in the Tools section to the right. You’ll see our course (HIS/POL 321 Ancient Europe) in the “WisdomMaps Courses for Colleges” section. In the “Selected lessons” box (to the right of the screen), click on the blue “Continue” button; in the enlarged “Selected lessons” page that opens up, click on the blue “Pay now with Paypal” button to remit payment of $75.00 for the course. 

Step Two: Go to Mindjet.com, register, download your free trial of Mind Manager, and launch the app on your computer. Once you’ve done that, let your teacher know so that he can then send you a link to Dropbox (which is where you’ll find the folder of course maps) along with your Mind Manager user license key (which you can enter in Mind Manager when prompted). Please note: at the end of this course, you will be asked to uninstall this license key so that we can reassign it to another user.

Step Three: Click on the Dropbox link that the teacher sends you. In Dropbox, the main folder of “MyWisdomMaps” will open up to display you’ll the various sub-folders of maps: Ancient Rome, Ancient Greece, Ancient Near East, Ancient Egypt, and Ancient Persia. Don’t click on any of these sub-folders; rather, just click on the blue “Download” button to the upper right of the page. Select “Download as .zip” on the drop-down menu, and the maps will then download as a .zip file into the Downloads folder on your computer. For Mac users, .zip files are self-extracting; for PC users, you may need to click on the sub-folders you’ve downloaded to extract the individual maps and upload them to your computer’s file management system.

Step Four: In Mind Manager, you can then access the maps through the file navigation system (under “File”); you can begin, if you like, with the “AAA Map Directory_The Ancient World” file in the sub-folder of the same name, which has links to all the maps. Or you can browse the list of maps in any of the other sub-folders and start with whichever map you like. It doesn’t matter where you begin; go wherever your curiosity takes you in these maps and focus on whatever strikes your fancy.

Step Five: if you don’t already have one, set up an account with Skype.com (it’s free). We’ll be using Skype to have weekly video conferencing sessions, Tuesday and Thursday evenings at 7:00 (you can attend either or both).

Any questions, concerns, or complications, you know who to ask. That said, welcome to the future of learning.
