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About Mind Mapping:

This is the first-ever online history course to use “mind mapping” (a concept actually pioneered by Leonardo da Vinci some 500 years ago, but which we’ve taken to a new level). Mind mapping is premised on the idea that all information is inter-related, and mind maps are a way of laying out information visually so that the learner can see how everything fits together. It uses a “relational ontology” to link information together in terms of causes, means, consequences, meaning, implications, shared concept, and more. 

This course invites you the learner to go wherever you like in the mind maps and explore whichever topics most interest you (while at the same time developing a balanced and well-rounded perspective of the overall material), and it asks you to develop insight into the meaning and implications of those topics. There is an enormous amount of material available in the maps, and while you are not expected to cover it all, you will find that there is considerably more information and multimedia resources available on your topics of interest than you will find in a textbook (which is why no text is required).
The course is mentored, which means that you can expect extensive interaction with your instructor, via live video-conferencing, phone, and email.
Course Overview:

Per the university catalog course description:
HI 321 Ancient Europe (3 credits) 

Analyzes ancient Greek, Hellenistic, and Roman history, politics, and culture. Focuses on political leaders such as Pericles, Julius Caesar and Augustus; philosophers such as Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato and Aristotle; poets/dramatist such as Homer, Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides. This course also examines how these civilizations viewed and treated women. Offered alternate years. Prerequisite: Any 100 or 200 level history course. 
Learning Outcomes:
· You will gain an understanding of classical Greek and Roman civilizations in terms of their social, cultural, political, religious, and economic institutions, values, and behavior.
· You will develop critical thinking skills and an understanding of the inter-relatedness and unity of knowledge through the use of mind maps.
Text:

No text is required; however, there is a $25/month ($75 total) course management system fee, as discussed below.
Course Requirements:

Please note: this course has special requirements (as explained here), so please review these carefully before registering.

*This course is conducted entirely online, and there are no face-to-face meetings EXCEPT for an in-person orientation on campus, which you are required to attend at the start of this class. 

*In terms of technology, this course requires you to have: 

· a desktop computer with at least a 17” display screen; tablets and phones are inadequate for mind map display, and are not acceptable for this course.
· a web camera (a good one can be had for about $30.00) or comparable video-conferencing capability.
*This course requires that you attend online video-conferencing sessions (60- 90 minutes in duration) at least once a week. These sessions are tentatively scheduled for Tuesday and Thursday evenings at 7:00 local time (except holidays) for each of the 10 weeks of the course; the student may choose to attend either day, or to attend both sessions.

*You will be required to complete an evaulation of your experience with this course upon its conclusion. Your feedback is especially valued, given that this is a pilot course in a new learning technology, and your comments will be carefully reviewed with an eye toward improving the learner experience with future mind-mapped courses.

*There is a course management system fee of $25 per month ($75 total for the entire 10-week course); this fee offsets our server, tech support, and other costs. Payment arrangements will be discussed at the course orientation.
In addition to these special requirements, successful completion of this course depends upon:

· developing a working familiarity with the use of mind maps (it’s simple and intuitive, and the instructor will gladly assist you in this). 
· making full and effective use of the “relational ontology” (to be discussed at the orientation) and multimedia resources in the mind maps.

· demonstrating satisfactory development of insight into the meaning and implications of topics.
In terms of written assignments, there is only one: a written summary each week of the reflections, insights, and observations that you have developed in the course of your perusal of the mind maps. Your instructor will guide your exploration of the maps and mentor the development of your understanding of their material, and provide you with a weekly evaluation of your progress and course grade, with recommended improvements and suggestions for productive avenues of academic inquiry.

Once you enroll, please contact the instructor to help arrange the best time for the orientation; an alternate time will be arranged for students who are unable to attend, and other arrangements will be made for off-island students.
All questions will be addressed (and an in-depth discussion of mind mapping provided) at the orientation. But if there are immediate concerns, please call the instructor anytime at 941-7140; leave a message if there’s no answer, and your call will be returned no later than the next business day.

Please join us for the future of learning.
