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Caroline College and Pastoral Institute
Spring 2014
Syllabus (subject to revision)
TIME:


Online and on campus
INSTRUCTOR:
Regina Pfeiffer, D. Min.

PHONE:

808 739-8536 (office)



808 256-8859 (mobile)

E-MAIL:

rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
OFFICE HOURS:
HST T/TH 8:30-11:30 am
OFFICE:

Henry Hall 208E
COURSE

TEXTBOOKS:
Bible – You may use any version that includes the Apocrypha. Preferred versions are: New American Bible (available at bookstore), New Revised Standard Version with Apocrypha, New Jerusalem Bible


Textbook – Handouts as posted online

Because of shipping difficulties, your text is mostly the Bible. Additional readings and handouts will be online in the document sharing section. You will be expected to know the information in these handouts.
Course Description

This course introduces the God of the Old Testament and details Israel’s relationship with their God over a two-thousand year journey of faith. The sacred writings of the Pentateuch and both the Prophetic and Wisdom literature of Israel will be examined in detail. An understanding of Israel’s speech about the God who spoke is a worthy study in itself, and an essential theological pre-history for understanding Jesus and Christianity. The significance of these texts for both contemporary Judaism and Christianity will be explored. Offered annually. Prerequisites: RE

103, RE 205, or RE 211. This course satisfies the 300-level Religious Studies General Education Core requirement.
Program Student Learning Outcomes

linked to this course are:

1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader

Christian and human traditions;

4. the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for

service, social justice and peace;

5. the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values;

Students will gain an understanding of the

1. major forms of criticism that scholars use in the study of the Old Testament; 

2. the relationship of God to the people as expressed through the Old Testament; 

3. social and historical context of the various periods of development; 

4. interpretation of the Old Testament as formative for both Jewish and Christian communities. 

At the end of the course, students will be able to

1. identify the various genres within the Old Testament;
2.  discuss the images of God and their impact on the major themes;
3. explain the major themes of the Old Testament and their relevance to the Jewish and Christian faiths; 

4. discuss the historical and cultural influences on the development of the Old Testament. 

Student Assessment

Students will be assessed based on the following:
· Participation in online discussions

50 points
· Quizzes 




50 points
· Final Exam 




20 points
· Assignments




30 points
Instructor reserves the right to modify the grading assessment. Grade scale is based on percentage of total points as completed in the term. 
Grade scale

A = 90-100 percent of total amount of points as assigned throughout 
B = 80-89 percent
C = 70-79 percent
D = 63-69 percent
F < 63 percent
Online discussions 

Students are expected to post to the discussion boards. The purpose of the discussion board is to help each other learn. Understanding and knowledge grows as we read one another’s ideas.

Each unit will have several discussion boards.  

Individual Discussion Boards: 

Some discussion boards are for you to post your responses and questions in regards to the readings. You will do the reading first then post a response to the reading. Certain classes will be for assigned readings with responses on these discussion boards. Other individual boards will have a question for you to answer and respond to others’ posts.

Group Discussion Boards

Some assignments will be done as a group. These boards will be for the groups to post their answer to the assignment so that each group can complete the handout.
Quizzes and Final exam 
These exams will be to test your knowledge and understanding of the material, particularly terms and other key concepts.
Three Rs to Success

Read


Text assignments


New Testament passages


Postings on contents and discussion pages

 

Reflect on

Readings

Each other’s postings,

 

Respond to 


Discussion questions


Postings by other students

 

*******************************************************************

Three Rs of Online Etiquette

 

Read and write carefully


Pay attention to your words and those that each person uses. If you need clarification, ask for it. 

 

Respect


Not everyone will have the same ideas. Each person’s viewpoints and research are valuable.

 

React kindly and fairly


Use only words or phrases that respect other persons. Words written in cyberspace cannot be clarified with, “I didn’t mean it that way” or “just joking.”  Once words are posted, there is little possibility to undo any damages to feelings.

 

COURSE SCHEDULE: (subject to revision)

Instead of dividing the course content by weeks, we will study according to units. Some units may be longer than a week to adequately cover the material. The reading assignments will be online or assigned later in the term.
	Unit one: Introduction to the Bible
	Read: Handout from Dr. Regina Pfeiffer Introduction to the Bible all pages
Posted on document sharing

	Unit two: The Biblical World
	Read pages 1-11 from Introduction to the Hebrew Scriptures by L. Bernard LaMontagne 
Posted on document sharing

	Unit three: The Pentateuch/Torah

Sources of the Pentateuch

Exodus

Law Codes
	Reading assignments will be posted on document sharing for the remainder of the course.

	Unit four: The Prophets part one
	

	Unit five: The Prophets part two
	

	Unit six: The Writings
	


