Spring 2014: BI-302 – Scientific Writing II – Bioethics and Conduct

Dr. Claire Wright, PhD

Class Meetings: Tuesday 9:00-10:00 Ching 251
Office Hours: Monday 9:30am-12, 2pm-6pm and Tuesday 10am-2pm or by appointment
E-mail: claire.wright@chaminade.edu
Required Text: 
None. Case studies will be provided.
General Course Objectives:
· Understand the central, moral and philosophical and social problems in the biological sciences. 
· Be able to formulate, present and defend a particular position on a moral or policy issue in the biological sciences and be able to communicate these ideas and conclusions effectively during discussion and debate. 
· Develop the critical skills needed to evaluate and articulate moral and philosophical claims, arguments and goals frequently found in the biological sciences.
· Review the ethical issues and policies addressed by ethics committees.

· Be able to write clearly, eloquently and effectively about a particular moral dilemma.

· Learn to direct and manage future learning about ethics.
Specific Student Objectives:
· Be able to weigh up both sides of an ethical/moral issue.

· Understand why an ethical issue may have several stand-points and why differences in agreement may vary depending on context.

· Examine the processes of the development of ethical policy. 

· Produce a written summary of evidence assessment. 

· Complete a final discussion paper on a ethical issue.

Grading:

Class attendance and participation
100 points

Midterm paper
 


100 points
Assignments (lead roles in discussion)
150 points

Final paper



150 points
Therefore: 500 points are available


90% or greater
A

450 points


80-89%

B

400 points


70-79%

C

350 points


60-69%

D

300 points


59% or less
F

299 points or less

Makeup exams and extra credit:

· Makeup exams and quizzes are not given unless a student is ill and contacts the instructor within 24 hours of missed class period.  A doctor’s written excuse should be supplied at the NEXT class attended. 
· Extra credit opportunities may be available during the course of regular lectures or may be written into the exams.  
Attendance/Participation:

· Presence in class is mandatory and necessary in order for a student to fully grasp concepts and applications.  

· More than three unexcused absences (instructor’s prerogative) will result in a grade reduction.

· If you miss a class it is YOUR responsibility to ask the instructor for the information that you missed and to pick up any handouts that may have been distributed.

· It is highly suggested that students bring their text book with them to class as there may be in class activities that will require the use of the text.
Miscellaneous:
· Music Devices and Cellular Phones:  Unless specifically permitted by your instructor, use of music devices and cell phones is prohibited during all Natural Science and Mathematics classes, as it is discourteous and may lead to suspicion of academic misconduct.  Students unable to comply will be asked to leave class.

· ADA Accomodations:  Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from CUH Couseling Center (Dr. June Yasuhara, 735-4845) by the end of the third week of classes.  Failure to provide written documentation will prevent your instructor from making necessary accommodations.  Please refer any questions to the Dean of Students and review procedures at www.chaminade.edu/student_life/sss/counseling_services.php

The university is an academic community with high professional standards.  Its teaching function is seriously disrupted and subverted by academic dishonesty. Such dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, which includes giving/receiving unauthorized assistance during an examination; obtaining information about an examination before it is given, using inappropriate/not allowed sources during an examination; altering answers after an examination has been submitted; and altering the records on any grade. (Refer to the Chaminade University catalog for further information).

Tentative Course Outline:  Every effort has been made to insure that the material in this syllabus is accurate and complete.  The instructor reserves the right to make any changes in the contents of this syllabus that she deems necessary or desirable.

	Week 
	Date
	Topic 
	Reading for the following week 

	1 
	1/14
	Section I: Introduction

Syllabus & course overview. 
History of Bioethics and moral behavior.


	Case 1

	2 
	1/21
	Morality and Moral disagreement.
One versus the whole.
	Case 2

	3
	1/28
	Section II: Laboratory ethics.

Social/professional conduct – the position of power.

Falsification of data.


	Case 3

	4
	2/4
	Scientific misconduct.
Credit where credits due.

Criminalizing biomedical science.


	Case 4

	5
	2/11
	Section III: Animal experimentation

Our duty to nature 

Consciousness, rationality and animal rights.


	Case 5

	6
	2/18
	Rules and regulations

The role of The Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC).


	Case 6

Final date for midterm ‘pre-review’

	7
	2/25
	SECTION IV: Biomedical research ethics

Stem cells. The goo of life and debate of the century

Fetal and mother conflict. Prenatal screening, sex selection and cloning.


	Case 7

Midterm due today

	8
	3/4
	Human subjects research. 

Tissue collection.

Informed consent and the role of the Institutional Review board (IRB).

	Case 8

	9
	3/11
	Human subjects research.

At risk populations.
Research in developing countries.


	Case 9

	10
	3/18
	Section V: Medical ethics

Patient rights and confidentiality.

Should a doctor always tell the truth?


	Case 10

	
	3/25
	SPRING BREAK – NO CLASSES
	

	11
	4/1
	Killing and letting die – rethinking treatment

Advanced directives, euthanasia and medically assisted suicide.


	Case 11

	12
	4/8
	Genetic testing and healthcare

To test or not to test.


	Case 12

	13
	4/15
	Section VI: Cultural perspectives
Religious and cultural perspectives in bioethics

Understanding different view points (comparison including, Buddhist, Chinese, Hindu/Sikh, Jehovah, Jewish, Protestant and Catholic).


	Case 13

	14
	4/22
	Cultural competency

Should the decisions of ethics committees be based on community values?

Historical social values and Mental health.


	Final date for final paper review

	15
	4/29
	Final review of progress and class assessment discussion
	Hand in final paper


