Chaminade University of Honolulu

Spring Day 2014
HU 498: Senior Thesis Writing

Instructor: Dr. Malia D. Wong, O.P.

E-Mail: mwong2@chaminade.edu
Office: By appointment
Course Prerequisite: HU 494.

CATALOG COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course is required for completion of the Humanities major. It is offered annually and is set up in consultation with the instructor to meet the requirements of the individual student degree plan.

PROGRAM LINKING STATEMENT:

Successful completion of major requirements guarantees that, at minimum, students will have mastered the skills and competencies listed in the previous section. Program Learning Outcomes are linked to the courses in the specific program of study developed by the faculty advisor and student. At the time of the development of a course of study, the faculty advisor will submit an assessment plan which integrates the shared program outcomes with the outcomes found in the area concentration within the degree. Students will be responsible for maintenance of a portfolio of individual work examples that are linked to the program outcomes as presented in the course of study that are consistent with their approved assessment plan. The Senior Thesis will be the primary assessment tool and intellectual product of the program.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Students in this course complete a contemporary research paper on a selected humanities issue, based on research performed in HU 494. The student will produce a 15-20 page paper that addresses all major research materials, synthesizes ideas and hypotheses, and builds upon the linear outline produced in HU 494.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Students successfully completing the Humanities major program will demonstrate:

1. an understanding of the importance of humanities and the arts in society;
2. an understanding of change, continuity and causality;
3. an understanding of the Marianist educational tradition of education for service, justice and peace;
4. outcomes appropriate to a minor in the selected area of concentration (see the specific minor programs in humanities, fine arts, and social sciences).

ASSESSMENT:

· Final Paper. The student will produce a 15-20 page paper on an approved topic. Assessment of the final product will be based on:

· Quality of research: student displays a well-rounded understanding of the topic including history/development and analysis on both macro- and micro-levels.

· Paper structure: paper includes a title page, table of contents, subject headers, and reference section. Paper meets minimum page length and required number of references are met and scholarly. Paper is well-organized and presented in a clearly linear fashion.

· Clarity of the research: student effectively uses language, coherent use of resources, and appropriate citation.

· Paper grammar and mechanics: student effectively uses grammar, punctuation, sentencing structure, and the paper is generally sounds in terms of spelling.

GRADING SYSTEM:

A standardized grading system will be used:

A = 90-100%

B = 80-89%

C = 70-79%

F = 69% and below

POINT DISTRIBUTION & SCORING SYSTEM:

                        Activity/Assignment                           % of Final Grade
	Research Paper
	100%

	Quality of Research
	50%

	Paper structure
	20%

	Clarity of Research
	20%

	Paper grammar and mechanics
	10%


ATTENDANCE & PARTICIPATION:

· The instructor and the student will meet in-person as needed; though expect to meet weekly until the project is well underway. While the student and instructor will not be meeting several times a week (unless necessary), the student is expected to keep open lines of communication with the instructor in the forms of e-mail, phone, etc.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:

Chaminade will provide assistance for any student with documented disabilities. Any student who believes he/she may need accommodations in this class must contact Dr. June Yasuhara, 735-4845, at the Counseling Center (office next to Security) in order to determine if the student meets the requirements for documented disability in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. It is important to contact them as soon as possible so that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.

COURSE SCHEDULE                                                                                
	Week/Date
	General Topic

	1 – 3
	Paper organization; finalize summaries & revise outline

	4 – 7
	Introduction section

	8 – 12
	Main substantive sections of paper

	13
	Review edits; conclusion section

	14
	Revise paper with edits

	15
	Submit final paper


