HU 498:  Senior Thesis Research
Instructor:  Wayne M. Tanna, JD, LL.M.
E-mail:  wtannai@chaminade.edu
Office:  Kieffer Hall # 20
Office Hours:  By appointment only

Catalog Course Description:

This course is required for completion of the Humanities major.  It is offered annually and is set up in consultation with the instructor to meet the requirements of the individual student degree plan.  

Course Description:

Students in this course will begin the formative stages of preparation of a contemporary research paper on a selected humanities issue.  The student will collect information and data on this issue, providing summaries and notations, and preparing a final outline for use in the production of a 15-20 page paper for HU 498.  The student will not have to produce the final paper for this course (that will occur in HU 498) but it is expected that all major research materials, synthesis of ideas and hypotheses, and a detailed and linear outline for the final paper will be produced.

Student Learning Outcomes:

Students successfully completing the Humanities major program will demonstrate:

1. An understanding of the importance of humanities and the arts in society.

2. An understanding of change, continuity and causality.  

3. An understanding of the Marianist educational tradition of education for service, justice and peace.

4. Outcomes appropriate to a minor in the selected area of concentration (see the specific minor programs in humanities, fine arts and social sciences).

Assessment:  

· Information and Data Collection.  The student will collect a minimum of 10 scholarly resources related to their topic.

· Literature Review Summaries.  The student will produce a 1-2 paragraph summary of each resource, highlighting study findings, conclusions, hypotheses, etc.  Detailed information from each source will be bullet-pointed after each summary.  Citation of each source will follow standard APA format.
· Brief Overview of Literature.  The student will produce a 1-2 page overview of the major themes that he/she delineates for the review of the literature.  This overview can be a bullet-point format.

· Literature Review Synthesis and Outline.  The student will produce a detailed outline of a literature review of materials synthesized (this outline will guide the student in HU 498).  This outline will minimally include:  introduction to the issue, conclusions, and themes found in the literature.  

Grading System:

A standardized grading system will be used:


A = 90 – 100%


B = 80 - 89%


C = 70 – 79%


F = 69% and below

Attendance & Participation:

· The instructor and the student will meet in-person as needed; though expect to meet weekly until the project is well underway.  While the student and instructor will not be meeting several times a week (unless necessary), the student is expected to keep open lines of communication with the forms of e-mail, phone, etc.

Course Schedule

	Week/Date
	General Topic

	1
	Course Introduction

	2
	Discussion & Selection of Research Topic

	3
	Further Discussion of Research Topic

	4 – 7
	Data Collection

	8
	Finalize Data Collection & Begin Literature Summaries

	9-12
	Literature Summaries

	13
	Begin Overview of Literature Review Outline

	14
	Overview & Literature Review Outline

	15
	Review of Summaries, Overview, & Literature Review Outline


