CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY

RE211 THE BIBLE AS CONTROVERSY
Spring Semester 2014
M/ W. F 1:30-2:20PM 
Instructor:  Kay Stone    Office:  Henry Hall 206Q

Phone 739-8595   e-mail:  kstone@chaminade.edu

DESCRIPTION:

Ancient scriptural documents have erupted into modern controversies, ranging from questions over biblical fundamentalism to the meaning of Jesus in contemporary times.  Questions concerning the creation stories, the monarchy of Israel, the movement of Jesus the Jew, the writings of Paul, and the historical and contemporary uses and abuses of the Bible will be examined in detail.

LEARNING OUTCOMES:

1. The student will demonstrate an understanding of the context of biblical theology in the Christian community as well as within the larger world community. (PLO 1)

2. The student will, through interpretation, comparison, and explanation of course content demonstrate personal growth and adaptability in their faith life.

3. The student will compare and contrast gospel and societal values and explain the ongoing encounters that affirm some secular and cultural values and challenge others. (PLO 5)

4. The student will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship of Judeo-Christianity and other major world religions.  (PLO2)

As a Marianist sponsored university we embrace the Five Characteristics of Marianist Education:  Educate for:

1.  Formation in Faith (we will not evangelize you but will give you tools to have a more adult understanding of your faith.)

2. Adaptation and change (we do our best to always have the most up to date information and resources for you as well as be reasonably flexible.)

3. Integral quality educaton (I promise to do my best to offer you an excellent course!)

4. Family spirit (Chaminade University is an ohana where all are treated with respect.)

5. Service, justice and peace (we will look at how each of us individually and collectively can do our part to be bearers of service, justice and peace.)

REQUIREMENTS:

1. Presence and active participation in all scheduled class meetings.  Much of the class lecture material will be taken from sources other than the textbook.  Therefore, class attendance is highly important.  

2. Completion of all assignments, quizzes and exam.  Students missing a scheduled quiz or exam due to an excused absence (must provide a doctor’s note) will be given the opportunity to take a make-up exam within two days of their return to school.

3. Academic Honesty:  Chaminade University’s Academic Honesty policies as described in the Student Handbook pages 19-20 will be strictly observed.  While I have no specific format for works cited, all direct or paraphrased quotes from the work of others much be acknowledged either within the paper or in a works cited page.  No resubmission of plagiarized papers will be accepted.

GRADING:

30% class participation, assignments and attendance (600 points)

30% quizzes (10% each quiz)  (600 points total/200 points each)

15% final examination  (300 points)

25% Final project (500 points) which is either: 

1. Course paper/presentation (5 page paper minimum typed in 12 point font, double spaced and presented in class)  Topic to be based upon a controversy “within” or “about” the Bible and must be pre-approved by instructor. 
2. For those choosing Service Learning, keep a journal relating your experiences.  In keeping with Matthew 25:35-36 “for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” choose a volunteer service activity (preferable choose from the opportunities listed in the Service Learning brochure, otherwise you need my approval on your choice of service site) and perform a minimum of 15 hours service during the semester.  Your journal may be handwritten and must contain both a diary style writing on events each time you  performed the service and a reflection on your experience once you finished including the answer to the question “would I do this again?  Why or why not?” as well as how you saw yourself as fulfilling the scripture quote above.  All necessary forms and information for Service Learning are available in Henry Hall Room 118 as well as online.  Deadline to choose Service Learning and have all necessary forms turned in to Candice Sakuda Is February 7, 2014. 
Grading scale:  1800-2000 points

A



    1600-1799 points

B



     1400-1599 points
C



     1200-1399 points
D



     below 1200 points
F

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK:

Reading The Bible by Timothy Carmody

Handouts given throughout the semester.  Access to a bible will be helpful

TEACHING OUTCOMES (or what can you as a student expect of me as your professor):

1. To encourage critical use of biblical material utilizing contemporary biblical scholarship including historical, scientific, linguistic and theological tools.

2. To study the biblical world in a way that allows the element of controversy to emerge with all the challenges this type of study presents.

3. To specifically study many texts, events, individuals, messages, interpretations of and approaches toward scripture that excite and interest both believers and non-believers.

4. To lead students beyond basic facts to a deeper understanding of biblical facts and persons as revealed through the bible.

“Education is more than the provision of education and instruction.  It is the awakening of human creative potential; it is the building of endogenous capacities; it is forging attitudes of tolerance and understanding; it is providing individuals with the ability to master their own destiny.”  Father William Joseph Chaminade
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:  Any student who believes he/she may need accommodations in this class must contact Dr. June Yasuhara (739-4603) at the Counseling Center located next to Security.  It is important to contact her as soon as possible so that accommodations are implemented early in the semester.
SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

January 13

Introduction
and pre-test


January 15

Overview of the bible/ways to read scripture
                                                  

January 17

“                                                                 “

January 20

Martin Luther King holiday

January 22

“Carmody chapter 1                           

January 24

“                            “

January 27

“

“

January 20

“                      “
Janruary 31

Old Testament Introduction; Carmody Chapter 2

February 3

Pentateuch; Carmody Chapter 3

February 5

“


“                                                           

February 7

video on Joseph                                                

                                               

February 10

 “               “
February 12

quiz
February 14

Carmody chapter 4/Historical books

February 17

President’s Day holiday

February 19

Historical books; Carmody Chapter 4 continued

February 21   
Wisdom books/Carmody chapter 5

February 24

“                                                  “

February 26

“                                                  “

February 28

Carmody chapter 6
March 3

“                                                “

March 5

“                                                “

March 7

Quiz

March 10

Carmody chapter 7/New Testament introduction

March 12

Who is Jesus? assignment

March 14

Handouts on Jesus the Man from Nazareth           

March 17

   “                  “                   

March 19

Carmody chapter 8/Gospels and Acts of the Apostles


March 21

   “







“                                                                

March 24-28

Spring Break

March 31 

video on trial, crucifixion, death and resurrection of Jesus

April 2


“                                                              “



April 4


 handouts on modern biblical study of Jesus                                              

April 7


finish discussion on Gospels/Acts; review for quiz


                     

April 9


Quiz      





April 11

Carmody chapter 9/Letters of Paul

April 14

“                                                  “

April 16

finish discussion on Letters and life of Paul
April 18

Good Friday

April 21

Easter Monday


April 23

Video on Peter and Paul

April 25

finish video on Peter and Paul






April 28

Later New Testament Writings; Carmody Chapter 10

April 30

“                                          “


May 2


Review for final exam

May 6


Final Exam 11AM to 1PM in our regular classroom

