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Dr. Christopher A. McNally

Associate Professor of Political Economy
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China’s international ascent is drawing mounting attention within the global community. This course aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of China’s modern history and politics, with a special emphasis on China’s evolving domestic political economy in the contemporary era. The course examines the major elements of China’s political system, both in the context of their historical development and their current ramifications. 

The course is divided into three parts. The first part introduces the student to China’s modern history, especially the Late Imperial, Republican and Maoist eras. The second part focuses on China’s contemporary political system, including the structure and functions of political institutions as well as the evolving role of the Chinese Communist Party. The final and third part moves over to an analysis of China’s contemporary political economy. In particular, various pertinent issues and problems facing China’s sustained development will be highlighted and investigated.

Course Learning Outcomes: Using the discipline frames of history and comparative politics, the student will:
1. Demonstrate an understanding of historical change, continuity and causality, especially a comprehensive understanding of China’s modern history and politics (HI/POL PLO 1 and 2).

2. Analyze specific elements shaping the dynamics of politics and governance in contemporary China while working in teams to produce in-depth investigations and effective oral presentations (HI/POL PLO 1 and 2).

3. Demonstrate detailed and applied knowledge as well as practical insights to interpret the developments and contemporary challenges facing modern China with multiple views and interpretations that avoid explanations based on historical linearity and/or political inevitability (HI/POL PLO 3).
4. Demonstrate critical thinking competencies, especially by producing a comprehensive analysis and synthesis of an individually created position/argument that takes into account the complexities of an issue. This will be assessed by research and the writing of an essay in the style of an opinion editorial (HI/POL PLO 4).
Teaching Format: This class is based on a combination of lectures, readings, audiovisual materials, class discussions, individual research and presentations by students. Pro-active student initiated analysis forms an important part of this course, since it allows students to gain important practical insights and enables them to directly apply the knowledge acquired in this course to the challenges facing modern China. 
Course Schedule (subject to revision):








1. January 15, 2014: Course Introduction 

Introductions and discussion of course objectives, outline and requirements;
possible viewing of audiovisual materials (these will be shown throughout the course), including excerpts from China: A Century of Revolution (2007 [call numbers in the Chaminade Library are DVD 783, DVD 784 and DVD 785]); The People’s Republic of Capitalism with Ted Koppel (2008); and China Rises: A Documentary in Four Parts (2008)
2. January 22, 2014: Legacies of the Imperial Era 
Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform, Chapter 1, pp. 3-26.
3. January 29, 2014: The Republican Era*
Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform, Chapter 2, pp. 27-56.
4. February 5, 2014: Mao Zedong Thought and Governance*
Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform, Chapters 3, pp. 59-83.

5. February 12, 2014: Maoist Politics and Purges*
Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform, Chapter 4, pp. 84-122.
6. February 19, 2014: The Reform Era and Systemic Succession*


Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform, Chapter 4, pp. 
123-167
7. February 26, 2014: China’s Political System: The View from Outside*
Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform, Chapter 6, pp. 171-205.
8. March 5, 2014: China’s Political System: The View from Inside*


Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform, Chapter 7, 
pp. 206-242. 

9. March 12, 2014: China’s Evolving Political Economy*
Christopher A. McNally, “Introduction,” in China’s Emergent Political Economy – Capitalism in the Dragon’s Lair, Chapter 1, pp. 3-16.

Dieter Ernst and Barry Naughton, “China’s Emerging Industrial Economy: Insights from the IT Industry,” in China’s Emergent Political Economy, Chapter 3, pp. 39-59.

Peter Williamson and Ming Zheng, “The Global Impact of China’s Emerging Multinationals,” in China’s Emergent Political Economy, Chapter 5, pp. 83-101.

10. March 19, 2014: Guanxi Capitalism* 
Christopher A. McNally, “China’s Changing Guanxi Capitalism: Private Entrepreneurs between Leninist Control and Relentless Accumulation,” Business and Politics, vol. 13, issue 2, August 2011 (available on eCollege).

Victor Nee and Sonja Opper, Capitalism from Below: Markets and 
Institutional Change in China, Harvard University Press, 2012, chapters 1 
(Introduction) and 10 (Conclusion) (available on eCollege).
Spring Break: March 26, 2014
11. April 2, 2014: Why No Democratic Push in China?*
An Chen, “Why does Capitalism Fail to Push China toward Democracy,” in China’s Emergent Political Economy, Chapter 8, pp. 146-165.

Christopher A. McNally and Teresa Wright, “Sources of Social Support for China’s Current Political Order: The ‘Thick Embeddedness’ of Private Capital Holders,” Communist and Post-Communist Studies, Vol. 43, No. 2, 2010, pp. 189–198 (available on eCollege).
Recommended: 
Teresa Wright, Accepting Authoritarianism: State-Society Relations in China’s Reform Era, Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2010; Bruce Dickson, Wealth into Power: The Communist Party's Embrace of China's Private Sector, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008.
12. April 9, 2014: Foreign Policy and International Implications*
Kang Wu and Ian Storey, “Energy Security in China’s Capitalist Transition: Import Dependence, Oil Diplomacy, and Security Imperatives,” in Christopher A. McNally, ed., China’s Emergent Political Economy, pp. 190-208.
Yinhong Shi, “The Impact of China’s Capitalist Transition on Foreign Policy,” in Christopher A. McNally, ed., China’s Emergent Political Economy, pp. 209-227.
Christopher A. McNally, “Capitalism in the Dragon’s Lair,” in China’s Emergent Political Economy, Chapter 12, pp. 228-244.

Christopher A. McNally, “Capitalism in the Dragon’s Lair,” in China’s Emergent Political Economy, Chapter 12, pp. 228-244.
13. April 16, 2014: Sino-Capitalism
Christopher A. McNally, “Sino-Capitalism: China’s Reemergence and the International Political Economy,” World Politics, vol. 64, issue 4, October 2012, pp. 741-776 (available on eCollege).

Christopher A. McNally, “Refurbishing State Capitalism: A Policy Analysis of 
Efforts to Rebalance China’s Political Economy,” Journal of Contemporary 
Chinese Affairs (forthcoming) (available on eCollege).
14. April 23, 2014: Final Group Presentations and Discussion
15. April 30, 2014: Final Test and Essays Due
________________________________________________________________________
Student Evaluation:

The course will emphasize analytical thinking and include a variety of tasks to be completed. The course grade will be based on oral participation, reading review presentations, one group project leading to a presentation and one short paper in the style of an opinion editorial. The following describes each of these tasks:
Class Participation (20%): Class participation is an essential part of taking advantage of the materials presented in this course. Students are expected to have completed the required readings before each session to facilitate discussion and create an effective learning environment. While difficult to measure, class participation will be understood to consist of three basic elements: first, class attendance (a prerequisite for actually participating in discussions); second, listening carefully and attentively to classmates and lectures; and third, participating actively in class discussions, presenting creative and thoughtful ideas, and leading discussions, especially when issues pertaining to personal interest or knowledge are involved. 

Attendance Policy: Please note that one (1) absence is allowed; additional absences will incur a three (3%) point deduction from the oral participation and attendance grade. Virtually no participation will also be reflected in the final course grade.
Final Test (20%): This will be a multiple-choice test, assessing the understanding and knowledge students have acquired concerning key concepts, relationships and materials covered in the readings, audiovisual presentations and lectures. Students can only miss this test for an emergency that will have to be proven by sufficient evidence. Make-up tests will NOT be entitled to bonus points and may be subject to a three point deduction for failure to take the test on the originally scheduled date and time.
Reading Review Presentations (20%): Students will be required to make presentations (either individually or in groups of 2-3, depending on class size) on the readings required for this course (all weeks marked with * are possible choices). They will generate a power point presentation on these readings. These presentations will have to be posted on eCollege at least TWO days (48 hours) ahead of the actual presentation in class (i.e., by Monday afternoon before 2:30pm). Points are awarded for the quality and style of the actual reading review presentation in class. 

Presentations should last between 30 and 40 minutes and encompass three tasks: A.) a thorough review of the reading materials, including the main points/arguments and evidence provided in the readings; B.) additional materials assembled by the presenter(s) to further clarify the subject-matters discussed; and C.) an analysis of how the materials fit in with other readings/materials and the overall topics/objectives of the course.

Opinion Editorial (20%): Each student will be asked to conduct research and write a 750 word essay in the style of an opinion-editorial (points will be deducted for opinion editorials that are 10% above the word limit). The paper should be single-spaced and in a normal size font (12-13 pt) with reasonable margins. 


The editorial should possess a clear argument that is backed by sufficient evidence and structured logically. Students should draw on the materials presented and discussed in class, as well as published works and/or websites not discussed in class. The main topic of the opinion editorial is up to the student to choose, but has to concern issues discussed in this class. Any topic on the challenges facing Modern China is therefore acceptable. The opinion editorial should also include one page of about 5-15 sources (in a widely accepted reference style) that were consulted for its writing (no footnotes or direct references are necessary). Plentiful examples and feedback will be provided on the suitability of a selected topic as the course proceeds. The 750 word opinion editorial will be due on the last day of class.
Final Team Project Presentations (20%): During the first few class meetings, teams of two to four students will be formed. Teams will choose their own topics, focusing on a specific aspect of China’s domestic challenges (see the below list for examples). In general, teams are encouraged to choose cases/topics to which they can gain reasonable access (via the web, course readings, insider/personal knowledge, etc.). Moreover, these presentations should focus on topics which are not adequately covered in the course and on which students would like to garner more information. 

Teams will be asked to work on their presentations throughout the semester and will have the opportunity to ask questions related to their topic of choice at the beginning of each class. At the end of the semester, project teams will make a summary presentation using power point and other audiovisual aids. The presentations are to last approximately 30-50 minutes (roughly 15 minutes per group member).
List of Possible Team Project Presentation Topics: 
1. Rebalancing China’s Economy (export-driven to domestic consumption-driven)
2. Class Stratification and Inequality

3. Civil Society and Protest 
4. Minority Issues
5. Political Reform

6. Industrial Upgrading and Technology Development (industrial policy)

7. Environmental Issues (water; air pollution; soil pollution; CO2 emissions; etc.)
8. “Green Industries” (electric cars; solar; wind; nuclear; etc.)

9. Welfare Systems Reform (pension reform and medical care reform)

10. Housing Reform and Urbanization (public housing and other policy initiatives to accelerate and manage urbanization)

11. Media and the Internet
12. China and the World
13. Resource Use and Energy
Grade Calculation: A = 90% or higher; B = 80% - 89%; C = 70% - 79%; D = 60% - 69%; F = 59% or less

________________________________________________________________________

Required Texts:

1. Kenneth Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform, second revised edition, New York: W.W. Norton, 2004. ISBN-10: 0393924920; ISBN-13: 978-0393924923

2. Christopher A. McNally (ed.), China’s Emergent Political Economy—Capitalism in the Dragon’s Lair, London and New York: Routledge, 2008. ISBN-10: 0415497183; ISBN-13: 978-0415497183

3. All other readings are available on eCollege in soft copy
Course Ground Rules
General guidelines for student behavior at Chaminade University are provided in the Student Handbook. If you wish to contact the instructor, please do so by using email. Please:
1. Always include a subject line. 
2. Be careful in wording your emails. Always be as precise as possible. 

3. Use standard fonts and formats. 

If it is an emergency, you can contact the instructor via phone (though email is still best, since I check it often). 

Academic Honesty

Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in any act of dishonesty and by reporting any incidence of dishonesty to an instructor or to a University official. Academic dishonesty may include theft of records or examinations, alteration of grades, and plagiarism (see Student Handbook on Plagiarism). Questions of academic dishonesty in a particular class are first reviewed by the instructor who must make a report with recommendations to the relevant Dean. Consequences for academic dishonesty may range from an “F” grade for the work in question to an “F” grade for the course to suspension or dismissal from the University.

Students with Disabilities

It is the student’s responsibility to self-identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations. Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services. Contact the Director of Personal Counseling at (808) 739-4603 or email: jyasuhar@chaminade.edu.

Characteristics of a Marianist Education

The following are characteristics of the approach to education engaged at Marianist schools, including Chaminade University:

(  Educate for formation in faith

(  Provide an integral quality education

(  Educate in family spirit

(  Educate for service, justice and peace

(  Educate for adaptation and change

Instructor Background Information

Prof. Christopher A. McNally is an Associate Professor of Political Economy at Chaminade University and Adjunct Senior Fellow at the East-West Center in Honolulu, USA. His research focuses on comparative capitalisms, especially the nature and logic of China’s capitalist transition. He is also working on a book project that studies the implications of China’s capitalist reemergence on the global order. He received his Ph.D. in political science from the University of Washington and has edited four volumes, including an examination of China’s political economy: China’s Emergent Political Economy – Capitalism in the Dragon’s Lair (Routledge, 2008). He also has authored numerous book chapters, policy analyses, editorials and articles in journals such as World Politics, The China Quarterly, Business and Politics, Communist and Post-Communist Studies and Comparative Social Research.

Syllabus Modification

This syllabus is only a plan. The instructor may modify the plan during the course. The requirements of the course may be altered from those appearing in the syllabus. Further, the plan contains criteria by which the student’s progress and performance in the course will be measured. These criteria may also be changed.
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