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CJ 451-01: Corrections: Prisons & Community Alternatives
Course Syllabus

Spring 2014
Instructor:  
Janet T. Davidson, Ph.D.

Email: 

jdavidso@chaminade.edu
Phone/fax: 
739-4659 / 739-4614 (coversheet required)

Office: 

Behavioral Sciences #108

Office Hours: 
By Appointment
Class Times:
MWF 9:30 – 10:20 a.m.

Class Location: HH 107
Course Prerequisites:  CJ 151 or CJ 201. 

Catalog Description:

Analysis of trends in the functions and administration of institutions and community-based corrections programs and processing of the convicted offender.  This course provides competencies to meet the program outcome to allow students to demonstrate an understanding of the basic rights guaranteed to each individual by both state and federal constitutions and law. 

Student Learning Outcomes:

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will have a demonstrable understanding of:

1. The subsystems making up the correctional system and how they interact. 
2. The legal issues and constitutional guarantees for inmates.
3. The historical development of corrections from ancient times to the 20th century. 
4. Deterrence, rehabilitation, retribution, incapacitation, and restorative justice as goals of punishment. 

5. The differences and similarities between the major correctional institutions, such as jail and prison.
6. Major arguments for and against the death penalty. 

Required Reading: 


Clear, Todd R. 2007. Imprisoning Communities: How Mass Incarceration Makes Disadvantaged Neighborhoods Worse. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Conover, Ted.  2000.  Newjack: Guarding Sing Sing. New York: Random House.

Santos, Michael G.  2012. Earning Freedom: Conquering a 45-Year Prison Term. Petaluma, CA: APS 


Publishing. 

**Additional reading materials will be used in supplement these texts**
Course Approach:

This course will be taught as a seminar class. As such, discussion, especially from students, is an important part of the course instruction. Other methods will also be utilized, including lecture and instructional aids like PowerPoint and other audio/visual material. Given the depth of material to be covered and the expectations of class discussion, it is important that you come to class prepared to discuss the relevant topics. 

Course Requirements:

· Term Paper or Public Service Announcement (PSA).  This final course requirement is worth 25% of your final grade. 
· Paper: The paper is expected to be written as an upper division paper.  Your topic may be any aspect of American Corrections (e.g., inmate subcultures, sexual violence in prison, reentry, rehabilitation, the death penalty, sentencing practices as related to corrections, prison programs, parole, private prisons, prison design or architecture, determinate versus indeterminate sentencing, etc). If you choose this option, your topic must be approved by the instructor by the 6th week of class.  
· This paper is expected to be approximately 10 pages long, not including a title page, reference page or other supplemental text.  
· You must use at least 6 academic sources in your paper, excluding course material (Do NOT use Wikipedia!). Four of these sources must be peer-reviewed journal articles and any websites used must be .gov. All papers are due on Monday, May 5 by 1:00 p.m., no exceptions.  You must submit both a hard copy and an electronic copy of your paper. 
· You must write your own paper – plagiarism will result in an automatic F for this course.  
· PSA: Should you choose this option, you should produce a well thought out and researched Public Service Announcement (PSA) related to the reduction of the prison population, HOPE Probation, or the death penalty. You will be graded on creativity, how likely your PSA is to affect general opinions, and the level of accuracy and overall perceived amount of work. Further, you must also produce a 2 page press release to accompany your PSA, and provide a list of at least 6 academic sources used to create the PSA and the press release (the same criteria as the final paper apply here). Four of these sources must be peer-reviewed journal articles and any websites used must be .gov. Be prepared to submit your topic and your list of group members (if applicable) (prison crowding, the death penalty, or HOPE probation) by the 6th week of class. Groups may be between 1 and 3 individuals, no larger. Grades will be based on individual and overall group contribution. 
· Final Product:

· PSA (video, around 90-120 seconds) or a power point presentation. You should be prepared to present and discuss your PSA – and you will need to submit an electronic copy for grading. 
· Press release with the salient issues and the need for the PSA.  An electronic copy should also be submitted. 
· List of peer-reviewed and other sources used for your PSA and press-release. An electronic copy should also be submitted. 
· Peer grading forms – these will be provided prior to the due date. 

· The PSA will be presented in class during our final exam period – May 5 at 11:00 a.m.
· Outline of Paper or PSA:  You should submit an outline of your paper, including your reference list, or an outline of your PSA and related progress (including reference list) on April 11, 2014. This will constitute 5% of your grade. 
· Reading or Media Based Quizzes:  This course will be largely taught as a seminar class. This approach makes it that much more important that you read and actively engage the assigned material, especially the readings.  As such, 50% of your grade will be comprised of random, short quizzes based on your reading or other course required content (such as videos). Quizzes will be timed, everyone will stop writing at the same time. There will be a total of 30 short random quizzes, worth 10 points each.  
· Please note that the quizzes will typically be given within the first 10 minutes of class. You risk missing part or the entire quiz if you arrive to class late.  No make-up or late quizzes will be accepted.

· Regular classroom participation & attendance.  I will take attendance in this class.  It is up to you to come to class and to do so on time.  If you must miss class, make sure to get with one of your classmates for the missed material.  Do not ask me what you missed in class!   

· Besides simply coming to class, students will be asked to contribute to lecture, group discussions, exercises, and informal presentations.  Contributions to group and individual participation and exercises will be assessed through participation (e.g., extent and depth of discussion) and completeness of work. This also means that students will come to class prepared and able to respond to questions posed from the instructor.  This class will be presented as a seminar class in which everyone is expected to participate in the discussion presented for the day. This can only be accomplished if you have read and understand the material prior to coming to class.  Participation and attendance comprises 20% of your final grade.  
· Extra Credit / Late Policy.  Although opportunities may come up during the semester, do NOT expect any any extra credit assignments in this class.  Make sure to stay on top of the readings, participate in class discussion and activities, and do not wait until the last minute to complete your paper or PSA.  Students who do well in this class are the ones who put the effort in from the beginning. No late work will be accepted in this class without a documented emergency.    
MARIANIST EDUCATIONAL VALUES

The five characteristics of a Marianist Education are:  

1. Educate for Formation in Faith

2. Provide an Excellent Education

3. Educate in Family Spirit

4. Educate for Service, Justice, and Peace

5. Educate for Adaptation to Change

Grading System:

The class will be graded on a point system.  Your final grade will be based upon the total number of points accumulated at the end of the course as a percentage of the total points possible.  Your grade will be based on the following course requirements:
Point Distribution & Scoring System:

% of Final Grade
          Point distribution

Term Paper or PSA





25%



  150

Paper/PSA Outline





  5%

       

    30
Reading Quizzes





50%

       

  300
Classroom Attendance/Participation



20%


              120       

   








100%


              600   points

A = 540-600 points
B = 480-539 points
C = 420- 479 points
D = 360-419 points
F = 359 or fewer points
Classroom Etiquette

A general note on classroom behavior:  Disrespectful, rude, unprofessional behavior will not be permitted in this classroom.  Sleeping, side conversations, text messaging, doing work or studying for another class, repeated tardiness, or other disrespectful behavior is unacceptable. If you present a pattern of problem behavior, you will be asked to leave the classroom.
· Arrive to class on time and do not plan on leaving early. Don’t disappear once you sign in.  
· Do not engage in side conversations during lectures or discussions. If there are continual disruptions I will ask you to leave the class. 
· Don’t have a personal conversation with me during class, speak to the class. 
· This class is not a study hall, do not treat it as such - do not read newspapers or materials for another class during this class.
· ALL electronic equipment (including laptops, cell phones, MP3 players, or other media devices) should be put away during this class. No phones also means no texting!  If I see you using any of these I will stop the lecture and ask you to put the item away.  I will ask you to leave the class upon a second warning. 
· Place all backpacks and bags off the tables or desks (many students have used these to camouflage their text messaging or other game usage during class). 
· At times we will discuss sensitive issues in class. We will not all agree. Discussion is encouraged and welcome, but disrespect of other’s opinions will not be accepted. 
· I generally do not mind if you eat in class, I’d rather you eat that be distracted by hunger. However, only quiet and non-smelly food please. Make sure to clean up after yourself.
· If you feel you are unable to stay awake in the class, please quietly get up and leave. No heads down on the desk – this is a college classroom and deserves professional respect. 
· No chewing tobacco or e-cigarettes are allowed in this class. 
Tentative course schedule, subject to change based on course progression. 
	Course Schedule
	

	Week
	Date
	General Topic
	Have Read for Week

	1
	W/O 1/13/14
	· Course Introduction 
· History of Punishment/American Punishment
	Handouts

	2
	W/O 1/20/14
	· 1/20/14 – Martin Luther King Jr. Day & Fr. Chaminade, No Class 

· Contemporary Prison as Punishment – “So What?”
	Handout
Clear - 2

	3
	W/O 1/27/14
	· Correctional Experience for Offenders/Living in Prison
	Handout
Santos 19-55

Santos 57-94

	4
	W/O 2/3/14
	· Correctional Experience for Offenders
	Santos 94-147
Santos 151-188

Santos 189-233

	5
	W/O 2/10/14
	· Correctional Experience for Offenders
	Santos 233-274

Santos 275-310

Santos 311-352

	6
	W/O 2/17/14
	· 2/17/14 – President’s Day – No Class

· Correctional Experience for Offenders
· Paper/PSA Topic Due – 2/21/14
	Santos 353-383

Santos 385-429



	7
	W/O 2/24/14
	· Correctional Experience for officers
	Conover - 1
Conover - 2

Conover – 3

	8
	W/O 3/3/14
	· Correctional Experience for officers
	Conover – 4 (95-136)

Conover – 4 (136-170)

Conover – 5

	9
	W/O 3/10/14
	· Correctional Experience for officers
	Conover – 6 (210-241)

Conover – 6 (225-241)

Conover – 7 & Epilogue

	10
	W/O 3/17/14
	· Correctional Experience for officers 
· Jails
	Guest Speaker
Handout

	11
	W/O 3/31/14
	· Mass Incarceration & Communities
	Clear – 1
Clear 3 & 4

Clear 5

	12
	W/O 4/7/14
	· Mass Incarceration & Communities

· PSA/Paper Outline with References Due – 4/11/14
	Clear – 6

Clear 7

Clear 8

	13
	W/O 4/14/14
	· Community Corrections – Probation and Parole
	Handouts
A Hard Straight

	14
	W/O 4/21/14
	· Community Corrections & Rehabilitation
	Handouts

	15 
	W/O 4/28/14
	· Capital Punishment & Corrections in the 21st Century
	Handouts

	PSA Presentations/Papers Due: Monday, May 5, 2014 – 11:00 a.m. (Presentations) and 1:00 p.m. (Papers)


Note: Spring Recess is from March 24, 2014 through March 24, 2014

Note: Tentative course schedule, subject to change based on course progression.
SCIENTIFIC METHOD DEFINITIONS
· The METHODS OF SCIENCE are only tools, tools that we use to obtain knowledge about phenomena.

· The SCIENTIFIC METHOD is a set of assumptions and rules about collecting and evaluating data.  The explicitly stated assumptions and rules enable a standard, systematic method of investigation that is designed to reduce bias as much as possible.  Central to the scientific method is the collection of data, which allows investigators to put their ideas to an empirical test, outside of or apart from their personal biases.  In essence, stripped of all its glamour, scientific inquiry is nothing more THAN A WAY OF LIMITING FALSE CONCLUSIONS ABOUT NATURAL EVENTS.
Knowledge of which the credibility of a profession is based must be objective and verifiable (testable) rather than subjective and untestable.

· SCIENCE is a mode of controlled inquiry to develop an objective, effective, and credible way of knowing.

The assumptions one makes regarding the basic qualities of human nature (that is, cognitive, affective, behavioral, and physiological processes) affect how one conceptualizes human behavior.

The two basic functions of scientific approach are 1) advance knowledge, to make discoveries, and to learn facts in order to improve some aspect of the world, and 2) to establish relations among events, develop theories, and this helps professionals to make predictions of future events.








Research Design in Counseling







Heppner, Kivlighan, and Wampold

· A THEORY is a large body of interconnected propositions about how some portion of the world operates; a HYPOTHESIS is a smaller body of propositions.  HYPOTHESES are smaller versions of theories.  Some are derived or born from theories.  Others begin as researchers’ hunches and develop into theories.

· The PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE decrees we can only falsify, not verify (prove), theories because we can never be sure that any given theory provides the best explanation for a set of observations.








Research Method in Social Relations







Kidder

· THEORIES are not themselves directly proved or disproved by research.  Even HYPOTHESES cannot be proved or disproved directly.  Rather, research may either support or fail to support a particular hypothesis derived from a theory. 

Scientific research has four general goals: (1) to describe behavior, (2) to predict behavior, (3) to determine the causes of behavior, and (4) to understand or explain behavior.








Methods In Behavioral Research; Cozby
· In order to verify the reliability and validity of scientific research it is important to replicate the results.  It is the preponderance of evidence that establishes/supports the theory.

http://allpsych.com/researchmethods/replication.html   
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