Religion 103 Syllabus
Professor Grant Arnold      Home Phone: 343-2124      Email:  larnold@chaminade.edu

	This is a survey course of some of the world’s major religions.  It is designed to give you a taste of what is out there in terms of both the religions themselves and the study of religion itself.  We will explore each religious system using various fields of study from history to archeology to psychology-this diversity is part of what makes studying religions so interesting.  That in addition to the idea that religions are all about people- when you study religion, you study people- and people are capable of all sorts of expressions….

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES and LEARNING OUTCOMES (PLO)
When you finish this course you will have: 
· knowledge of the origins of different religious traditions,  their historical development and their relationship to each other.
· knowledge of the central concepts of the major world religions  and an ability to compare their central ideas  with each other and the ideas of Christian tradition. 
· an understanding of the sacred sense of religious myth, time, space and religious ritual in all religious traditions.
· an ability to analyze the impact of religions on moral and social life of different nations and cultures and compare it with your own.
· an understanding of the central role religions play in the formation and transmission of cultures.
· an understanding of the necessity of religious tolerance for the future development of humankind in an ever-shrinking world.

Students will also be able to:
· understand the interconnectedness of the global community and the way various religions have arisen to meet the particular needs of society in response to particular times in history;  
· recognize and understand the important elements of the major religions: their myths, symbols, rituals, doctrines, moral codes and expressions;
· understand the influences different religions have on various contemporary issues;
· appreciate more their own religious backgrounds and that of the Chaminade community.

MARIANIST EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY AND DIVERSITY
The confirmation of the religious roots of culture is an important theme in our days when religious views are overshadowed by global tendency toward materialism. Religion is at the heart of the culture of every nation. It is an important factor in the shaping of history, nations, and societies. The studies of the different aspects of world religions as well as the teaching methods of this course are organized in accordance with the following ideas of Marianist educational philosophy:

· Educate for formation in faith
     The methods utilized in teaching the course intend to help students find personal significance through the course content. The development of one’s being and spiritual self, the increase of the divine in one’s nature, and the presence of this idea in world religions increases the validity of faith for students. 
     From the recognition of mythological and early religious symbols, students are guided to ascend towards the symbolism of life and ultimately towards the Transcendent.

· Provide for an integral quality education
     The content of the course opens awareness to the plurality of religious traditions; teaches students to value and respect the diversity of cultures and unlike world views.
     Religion occupies the fundamental place in every culture thus being integral by its very definition. This is why the important objective of this course is to study how the central ideas of world religions were/are expressed in art, literature and various aspects of political and social life 

· Educate for family spirit
     The developing through the course the understanding of religion as a unity of persons with each other and all people within the Transcendent, intends to build the awareness of the necessity of faith as an instrument for the achievement of such a unity.

· Educate for service, justice and peace
     Service to others is the essence of Christian faith, which became the highest value in our global era. One of the goals of the course is to examine from both a theoretical and personal point of view the values people have in relation to justice in our global era.                                 
     Students will learn about the emergence, the articulation, the transformation, and the structure of values, with reference to the possibility of their realization through justice. 

· Educate for adaptation and change
     This course will help students to understand how important it is in our time to recognize the existence of both similarities and differences among human forms of life as well as their socio-political environments. In order to adjust to the fluidity of life it is important for students to learn from this course about permanence and change of human values in different cultures, their competition for dominance, their circulation and dissemination. 

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT
All student work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions,
videos, research, outside class activities
· ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society
· thoroughness of answers in reflective and research assignments


Coursework
	Each week there will be a quiz worth 25 points.  This quiz will be based on the reading assignment for that week and consist of multiple choice, fill in the blank, and short answers.
	There will be a mid-term and a final.  The final is not comprehensive.  The course is divided into Western/Monotheisms and Eastern/Polytheisms.  The final and the mid-term are both worth 100 points each.
	There is also a field/research paper.  This paper is due the 9th week of class (Shinto).  It is designed to get my students out of the classroom and into the ‘field’- which is Hawai’i.   The requirements for this paper are that you choose a religion that you are not familiar with that we have studied in this class and you
1) do research beyond the class materials about it, and 
2) go to that place and observe what occurs there
	The research part of the paper can be from an interview, a pamphlet, a book or online.  However all sources must be referenced by using a bibliography, end notes or footnotes to avoid even the appearance of plagiarism.
	The field part of the paper can be written in a narrative or stream of consciousness style- the more details the better.
	The paper will be graded based o content and form.  The content is the field/research ratio which should be roughly 50/50, and the format is 5 pages double spaced with 12 point font and normal margins and referenced sources for the research.  The paper is worth 100 points. Late papers are reduced by 1 letter grade per day late.

Attendance
You have 2 excused absences built in to the semester.  Any more than this can effect your grade.   Make-ups are possible for excused absences; however, a make-up must at least be a passing grade for any points.  
If you have ANY special needs or concerns SEE ME.  If I do not know about your situation we can not address it and make arrangements to better it.

Course outline
Western Monotheisms				Eastern Polytheisms
1st week- Class introduction / Ch 1 & 2		6th week- Hinduism / Ch 3
2cnd week- Judaism / Ch 8				7th week- Buddhism / Ch 4
3rd week- Christianity / Ch 9				8th week- Chinese Religions / Ch 6
4th week- Islam / Ch 10				9th week- Shinto / Ch 7 *Paper Due*
5th week- review and Midterm 			10th week- review and Final

		*syllabus subject to change

