Bi 103, Botany
[bookmark: _GoBack]Fall 2013, October 8th – December 19th 
Tuesday, Thursday 5:30 – 9:30
Hickam AFB

Instructor: Amanda Birnbaum
Office Hours: after lecture/lab or by appointment
Email: Amanda.Birnbaum@adjunct.chaminade.edu

Course Description:  Distribution, identification, structure, use and physiology of plants with special attention to plants of Hawaii.
Course Objectives: Successful completion of Biology 110 should provide students with:
1.  an understanding of the way in which the scientific method is used to gain knowledge
2.  an understanding of plant structure and function
3.  an understanding of plant diversity and evolution
4.  knowledge of Hawaiian flora
5.  knowledge of human relationships with plants
 
Course Topics:
1.  Structure and function of leaves, stems and roots
2.  Plant reproduction
3.  Life histories of mosses, ferns and seed plants
4.  Plant - environment interactions
5.  Plant - human interactions
6.  Local flora
  
Textbook:  There is no required textbook. Suggested text is Plant Biology, 2nd edition, by Graham, Graham and Wilcox
Assessment and Grading:
Testing Procedures:  Exams will begin and end at the regularly scheduled class time unless otherwise noted.  There are no makeup exams or quizzes.
  
Quizzes:  The course has weekly quizzes (Tuesday and Thursday) that will cover lecture and or lab material.  Lecture material will come from assigned reading/hand outs and based off material presented in lecture (i.e. power point presentations).  Quizzes will be closed book, closed notes. 

Exams:  There will be two exams administered during the lecture period.  Exams will cover lecture material and consist of true/false, multiple choice, matching, draw and label, and short answer.  You will be permitted to bring and use one hand-written note page (8 ½ X 11 inches, one side only):  this may include anything you think will help you for the exam.  You will turn in the “cheat-sheet” along with your exam.
Grading Procedure:  Grades will reflect an overall understanding of topics covered in lecture and lab.  Attendance, completion of assigned readings, attentiveness in lecture and lab will ensure satisfactory performance in the class.  Demonstrating a thorough understanding of course material and intelligent engagement in class discussions constitutes high achievement in the course. 

Grading Scale:
	Weekly Quizzes (14)			140 points		
Midterm				100 points
Final Exam				100 points
Personal Field Trip Reports (4)	  40 points
					            380 points total

The grade is out of 380 total points.  Each student’s points will be converted to a percentage before assigning grades.
	(Total Possible Points / Points Earned) x 100 = %

Grades are assigned according to the following guidelines.	
	> 90%   =   A
	80-89% =   B
	70-79% =   C
	60-69% =   D
	<60%    =   F   

Assignments and Participation:
Field Trip Reports:  This assignment is designed to allow each student to have a hands-on experience and learn more about and interact with nature.  Each student will select field trip locations based on their own interests, and visit the location.  You will be given class time for field trips and to write reports.  The field trip must be directly related to course topics.  Each student will turn in a 1 ½ - 2 page single spaced paper describing their experience and detailing what they learned from their field trip.  

 
Laboratory Policies:  All labs require that closed toed shoes be worn.  Labs for this course will be conducted in the field as field trips with the exception of the two labs held at the main campus.  Further instruction for each field trip will be provided as needed. Never taste, smell or touch lab materials without prior authorization.  Some labs may require goggles, gloves or other protective gear be worn (which will be provided).  It is required that two labs be held at the Chaminade campus, those dates are noted on the lab schedule.  If you are unable to comply with the lab safety rules you will not be allowed to complete the lab.  

Course Ground Rules: Please remember participation is required, be respectful, punctual, keep up with assigned readings, turn off cell phones, you may not leave early and do not have conversations while I am lecturing.  Treat lab equipment with care and proper handling. 


Guidelines for Communication:
Email:  Best way to contact me.  Please use your Chaminade email and always include a subject line.  

Discussion:  Be respectful, it is a discussion not an argument.  Be positive and constructive. 

Library:
Link to the Chaminade library www.chaminade.edu/library and other online libraries or databases.



Students with Disabilities:
It is the student’s responsibility to self-identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  Contact the Director of Personal Counseling at (808) 739-4603 or email:  jyasuhar@chaminade.edu.

Technical Support:  For technical questions: contact the Chaminade eCollege helpdesk at:  helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com, or call toll free at: (866) 647-0654.
Ecollege Account Support:  Call 808-739-8327 or email jnakason@chaminade.edu.














Botany Schedule
Fall 2013

T 10/8 			Introduction to Plant Biology, Plants and People
H 10/10 		Molecules of Life, Cells, Photosynthesis and Respiration
T 10/15		Field Trip
H 10/17		DNA and RNA, Cell Division
T 10/22		Plant Structures, Stems
H 10/24		Roots and Nutrition, Leaves
T 10/29		Lab at Chaminade main campus - Plant Behavior
H 10/31		Field Trip
T 11/5			Reproduction, Genetics
H 11/7			Genetic Engineering, Biological Evolution
T 11/12		Midterm	
H 11/14		Naming and Organization, Prokaryotes
T 11/19		Field Trip
H 11/21		Lab at Chaminade main campus - Protists, Fungi and Lichens
T 11/26		Seedless Plants, Gymnosperms
H 11/28		Thanksgiving
T 12/3			Angiosperms, Plant – Animal Coevolution
H 12/5			Principles in Ecology, Arid Ecosystems
T 12/10		Moist and Aquatic Ecosystems
H 12/12		Human Impacts and Sustainability
T 12/17		Field Trip
H 12/19		Final Exam 
