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CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

RE 35730 CHRISTIANS AND BUDDHISTS IN DIALOGUE

FALL Online: October 7 – December 19, 2013
Instructor:            Dr. Malia D. Wong, O.P.
Course Hours:     Mondays, 5:30-9:40 p.m.

Office Hours:       
Scheduled by request


Email:                   mwong2@chaminade.edu
Phone:   (808) 676-1452
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“The Catholic Church is aware of the importance of the promotion of friendship and respect between men and women of different religious traditions. I want to repeat this: the promotion of friendship and respect between men and women of different religious traditions.”… Pope Francis to fraternal delegates, representatives of non-Christian religions, Vatican City, 3/20/2013

Description:  This course surveys both Christianity and Buddhism, their individual responses to questions of ultimate meaning, and their shared dialogues toward mutual understanding and challenges. 
Prerequisites:  RE 103, RE 205, or RE 211. This course satisfies the 300-level Religious Studies General Education Core requirement or the Global Awareness requirement.  It is offered annually.
Required Texts:
· Nicholl, Donald. Holiness (Boston: Pauline Books and Media, 2005)

· Szpakowski, Susan, edit. Speaking of Silence (Halifax:  Vajradhatu Pub., 2005.  ISBN:

1-55055-019-5)
· Other materials, as distributed
For Further Reading:
· Aitken, Robert and David Steindl-Rast. The Ground We Share (Massachusetts: Shambhala, 1996)

· Chittister, OSB, Joan.  Becoming Fully Human:  The Greatest Glory of God (Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield Pub., Inc., 2005)

· Hanh, Thich Nhat.  Going Home: Jesus and Buddha as Brothers (New York:  Riverhead Books, 1999)

· Mitchell, Donald and James Wiseman, OSB. ed. The Gethsemane Encounter (New York: Continuum Pub. Co., 1998)

· Smith, Huston and Philip Novak. Buddhism: A Concise Introduction (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2003)

Supplementary Materials/External Links and Readings:  *See those posted on the Discussion Board.
Specific Course Requirements:  This course is offered online utilizing eCollege instructional platform and Internet resources.   eCollege is accessible from most PCs and Macintosh computers with a reliable internet connection.   Students must be familiar with Microsoft Word and Microsoft Powerpoint as a minimum requirement.  
Course Website address:  http://chaminade.ecollege.com 

In the event that technical difficulties disrupt access or utilization of the web board, the instructor may elect to utilize e-mail to conduct discussions and maintain dialogue.  
Technical Support:  For technical questions: contact the Chaminade eCollege helpdesk at:     helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com, or call toll free at: (866) 647-0654.
eCollege Account Support:  Call 808-739-8327 or email jnakason@chaminade.edu
Library:  Chaminade library - www.chaminade.edu/library
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Student Learning Outcomes

General Education Learning Outcomes

1. Demonstrate an understanding of Catholic theology, its historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions.

2. Demonstrate a capacity to articulate the fundamental questions of ultimate meaning that will intellectually and spiritually engage them throughout their lives.

Program Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this course students will demonstrate an understanding of:

1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions;
2. Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;
4.
the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education 
for service, social justice and peace;
5.
the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values;
6.
the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for


various religious traditions.

Course Learning Outcomes
Students will also be able to:
1. demonstrate an understanding of the parameters of inter-religious 
dialogue, what it is and isn’t, and its importance in the globalization of efforts for peace. (GELO2; PLO2, 5)
2. deepen one’s knowledge of, and capacity to, analyze and reflect on the meaning 
of Buddhist and Christian beliefs, practices and ethics through the study of past and present documents and texts.  (GELO2; PLO2, 4)
3. process and understand the history of one’s own point of view in light of how religious perspectives may differ.  (GELO 2; PLO 6)
4. apply the four types of dialogue (taken from the Church Documents: Dialogue and Mission and Dialogue and Proclamation):  dialogue of life, dialogue of deeds, dialogue of discourse, and dialogue of religious experience. (GELO1; PLO4)
Service-Learning General Outcomes linked to this course are:
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between academic work and real-life situations.
2. Demonstrate an understanding of and commitment to their role in issues of public concern.
Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity

Marianist education seeks graduates who, having been schooled with a concern for the whole person, approach their professions from this same wholistic perspective as they seek to build communities that serve the needs of justice and peace, while seeking creative ways to adapt to changing environments and needs.
An Education in the Marianist Tradition is Marked by Five Characteristics:

1. Education for Formation in Faith

2. Integral, Quality Education

3. Education and Family Spirit

4. Education for Service, Peace, and Justice

5. Education for Adaptation and Change


Our course week extends from Sunday through Saturday.  Each Sunday, the supplementary resources for the upcoming week (if applicable) are posted in the “Syllabus” section.  Course activities follow a recurring format throughout the term.   Each week students are expected to contribute at least 3 (three) posts. Typically, weekly course activities adhere to the format below:   

	Sunday (midnight)  
	Weekly Course Content and Discussion Starters posted. 

	Monday to Wednesday
	Students post own responses to the discussion. (First post)

	Thursday to Saturday 
	Students post comments/responses to other’s discussions. (Second and Third required posts)

	Thursday (midnight) 
	All other assignments; papers, etc. due, EXCEPT as specified on Syllabus below. 

	Monday (four days later)   
	Graded assignments (papers, projects) are scored and returned.


In addition to checking at least once a day for notes, etc, the main days the instructor will be checking online are Sunday (for Discussion Starters); Thursday (to view your Discussions); and Saturday (for second Discussion posting, etc.)  

Where to Post
· Questions:  Any questions that you may have of general interest, e.g. regarding the Syllabus, assignments, texts, etc. should be posted under “Questions for the Week” found under each Unit.

· Office:  Any matters that you may have for the instructor, may be emailed to me using the internal email found on your upper right hand toolbar.

· Introductions:  Your personal introduction (interests; degree working towards; why you’re taking this class; other things you’d like us to know about you…pictures!...) is to be posted under “Introductions” under Course Home.

· Discussions:  Your response to each week’s discussion is to be posted under the number of the week.  For example:  “Week One;” “Week Two,” etc.

· Reflection Papers:  Submit in “Dropbox” under week due

· Midterm Projects:  Post under “Midterm Projects” under Discussion board
· Extra-credit:  A link for submitting extra-credit can be found in the last two weeks of the term.

Guidelines for Email Communications

· Maintain your student email box.  Delete what is no longer necessary so that the box does not become overfull, thus obstructing the postmaster’s delivery.

· Use the Chaminade email account provided.

· Always include a subject line. 

Regular Participation:  Students should plan to spend approximately 3.5 hours per week online (or more, as skills, internet and time permit), exploring and examining Internet sites and related materials, reading and responding to weekly discussion questions, and completing online assignments.  In addition, you should plan to spend an equal amount of time offline, reading the text, researching, and reflecting over course concepts. 
· Attendance:  Attendance consists of weekly collaborative participation in the online learning experiences with a minimum of three posts where required.
· Quantitative Participation:  Weekly participation criteria is quantitatively assessed as follows:

1.  Composing and posting a response to the discussion or questions;


2.  Posting a comment, observation or question in response to the contribution 

     of another classmate; 
3.  Responding to the questions, comments or observations classmates have

     posted in response to your contribution to the discussion; and  


4.  Reviewing the discussions regularly to remain current with the topics.

· Qualitative Participation:  Qualitative participation consists not in simply the number of times a note is posted, but by the overall degree of intellectual engagement you demonstrate in:



1.  supporting your comments with more than personal opinion. Use cited 


     
     references or quotes; cited Internet research information or other credible 


     resources. 


2.  utilizing fair and balanced comments, even if you are in disagreement.


3.  using meaningful comments to contribute to the discussion by bringing new 

     
     insights, experiences or perceptions that enrich the understanding of the 


     subject. 

Reading Assignments: It is expected that the assigned readings be completed during the time period indicated on the course schedule.
Reflection Papers:  There are three (3) reflection papers required in the course. Reflection papers are intended to provide an opportunity for you to demonstrate competence in the learning outcomes listed above, through reflection upon the meaning and implications of the material covered in the course.  Papers are to be no less than three, but no more than five pages in length, double-spaced with one-inch margins and 12-point type.

Paper #1:  “Through Christian and Buddhist Eyes”-Topic of Interest – Week 4
Select a topic of your own interest.  (e.g. a world concern, self-improvement, philosophy, etc.)  Imagine yourself in an interfaith group.  Sit down and dialogue over the topic from Christian and Buddhist perspectives.  Use some Biblical texts, as well as Buddhist, to support your argument.  You may use an “interview style” between the group members—write up their “dialogue.”  Be creative, set the setting; place the people.

Paper #2:  Dialogue versus Spiritual Exchange – Week 8 Practice Log and Summary

“Until recently, questions regarding the reasons for belief, or the experience of prayer, was cause for deep fear between Christians and Buddhists in dialogue.  Some considered it an abomination of desolation.  However, attitudes evolved and proved that exchanges at the spiritual level were possible and even astonishingly life-giving.”  (Fr. Pierre-Francois de Bethune, OSB)  Practice is important for self-cultivation.  Week 8 will be devoted to experiencing the practices of both traditions. Keep a simple log and summarize your experience with practices from both traditions.  Give some examples of how learning from each other’s spiritual practices may enhance one’s own practice.

Paper #3: Interreligious Visit/Experience Paper:  Dialogue of Life; Dialogue of Deeds; Dialogue of Discourse, and Dialogue of Religious Experience – by Week 10
Choose one of the above topics (dialogues) to explore further on your own.  Compose a few questions that can be cross-examined by Buddhists and Christians regarding your area of selection.  Visit a temple or church different from your own background or exposure.  Find someone to answer your questions.  

· When, where, and why did you choose this particular temple or church?  (Scan in any handouts you may have from the place, in your entry)

· Discuss the occasion (if a special celebration, ritual, gathering, etc.). Describe the physical environment.

· Was there anyone to greet you there?  How did the people respond to you?

· What new things did you learn?

· What was your opinion of what you saw and experienced, compared to what you ordinarily know?  Why do you hold this/these opinions?

· Your own questions.

OR:  Attend a cultural event and write up your observations, reflective insights, applications of knowledge, etc.

Group Midterm Research Project:  Students can sign up under any of the topics presented in the 3rd-4th week of class, in which they have an interest.  Group members need to work out group time for discussing the topic through various approaches—Christian and Buddhist.  The powerpoint or video presentation must outline all major points of the topic, and attempt a critique of the contents and/or arguments encountered in the paralleling of the traditions.  The grade for the presentation is based on comprehensiveness, clarity, and conciseness.  Cite your resources—at least 5 (books; internet sites, etc).  The Midterm is to be posted under Week VI.
Suggested topics:
1. Zen and Christian Arts
2. Tibetan Buddhist and Christian Symbols of Worship
3. Theravadan Buddhist and Christian Elements of Prayer
4. Mahayana Buddhist and Christian Chant and Song
5. Strategies for a Peaceful World:  Buddhist and Christian
Examination:  There is one examination administered during the course, the Final Examination. No make-up examinations will be allowed for the Final Examination. 

Excellence in this course requires not only academic mastery of the course content and meeting the qualitative and quantitative criteria of participation, but also personal reflection upon the academic issues raised in the course.
Learning Outcome Assessment
Student’s work will be evaluated for:

· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussions, and research

· ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society

· understanding of the subject matter from different viewpoints
Grade Calculation

	Item
	Quantity
	Points Available
	% of Grade

	Online Participation

	10 classes
	400
	40%

	Reflective Papers
	3
	300
	30%

	Midterm Project
	1
	150
	15%

	Final Exam
	1
	150
	15%

	
	Total:
	1000
	100%


Your grade is calculated using the following scale:

A: 90-100%; B: 80-89%; C: 70-79%; D: 60-69%; F: 0-60%
A =  Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.

B =  Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.

C =  Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter.

D =  Inferior work/the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of course work. 

F =  Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given.
Extra-Credit Service Learning Paper:   Up to 45 points can be earned (3 points/1 hour) of community service rendered (regular volunteer service not applicable).  Submit a page detailing the  description of community service performed (include place, date, number of hours, sponsoring organization, activity performed) along with your personal reflection over the experience (what you learned from it, etc.).  
Students who have more than two weeks of non-participation, fail to submit assignments or comply with other requirements, are advised to withdraw from the course in order to avoid a final course grade of "F."  Grades of "Incomplete" will only be given in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances.

	Week 
	Topic
	Reading and Assignments

	Week 1
October 7-12

	*Introduction:  
Sacred Stories. Life of the Buddha; Life of Jesus

	( Welcome to RE 357
Readings:
1)  Szpakowski: p. 1-18:  “Forward; Introduction”

*Browse the book to look at the pictures of the speakers who will be leading you in Dialogue this term.  Their bios are in the back of the book.
2)  Nicholl:  Chapt. 1:  “Teach Yourself”
Supplementary Resources
Assignments:
1)  Write an Introduction to yourself.  (See criteria above) Post under “Introductions” under Course Home, by October 10th
2)  Take online pre-test (for assessment)  
3)  Discussion 1: Post your individual response by October 12th to the following:
a. Share a point of interest, a parallel between or an inspiration from, the videos or readings introducing the life stories of the Buddha and Jesus.

	Week 2
October 13-19

	* The Way of Holiness
	Readings:
1)  Szpakowski:  Chapt. 1  Choose one of the chapter readings 
2)  Szpakowski:  Chapt. 2  Choose one of the chapter readings


3)  Nicholl:   Chapt. 2  “Knowledge of Holiness”
Supplementary Resources
Assignments:
1)  Discussion 2.  Post your response to:
a.  Self-realization and grace:  How do the different traditions set out in search of what is true?  What factors, influences, etc. brought you to the point of where you are now in your spiritual life?  

b. After viewing the videos, reflect on: “Who models holiness for you today?”  Share some of the attributes/qualities of this person that “make them holy.”

	Week 3
October 20-26
	*Responsibility and Self-Sacrifice
	Readings:
1)  Szpakowski  Chapt. 3  Choose one of the “Discussions” to read
2)  Nicholl  Chapt. 3  “Our Place in Creation”
Supplementary Resources
Assignments:
1)  Discussion 3:  Post your response to:
a.  What do you understand by “human freedom”?  In Buddhism, freedom begins with generosity (dana), which when cultivated, leads to moral living (sila), with
mindfulness (bhavana) as the point of happiness and freedom. 
b.  Share a point of interest from the readings or clips
c.  Reflective Paper #1 due next week.

*Sign-up for Midterm Groups 

	Week 4
October 27 – November 2

	*Dynamics of Dialogue
	Readings:
1)  Szpakowski  Chapt. 4  Choose one of the “Discussions” to read
2)  Nicholl  Chapt. 4  “Beginning”
Supplementary Resources

Discussion:
a.  Exclusivism, Inclusivism, Pluralism:  How do you see interreligious dialogue as being important?  

b.  Share a point of interest from the readings or clips
c.  Paper #1 due by October 29th  

	Week 5
November 3-9

	*God’s Emptiness

	Assignment:

1)  Szpakowski: Chapt. 5  Choose one of the readings
2)  Nicholl  Chapt. 5  “Responsibility”

Supplementary Resources

Assignment:
1)  Share a point of interest from the readings or clips 

2)  Work on midterm project.  *Note: due on Wednesday, not Thursday of next week.

	Week 6
November 10-16

	*Midterms

	Assignment:
1)  Midterm project due November 13th  
2)  Look at each other’s midterms, and post your responses to a minimum of 3 projects by November 16th

	Week 7
November 17-23

	*Limitations and Virtue

	Readings:
1)  Szpakowski: Chapt. 6  Choose one of the readings
2)  Nicholl  Chapt. 6  “Stop:  Be Still”
Supplementary Resources

Assignment:
1 a.  Where do you feel violence originates from?  Compare the teachings, paths, of Jesus and Buddha in addressing the cause of violence, and how to address human suffering.  How can you relate this to your own life’s path?
b.  Share a point of interest from the readings or videos

	Week 8
November 24-30

	*Daily Life and Spiritual Practice
	Readings:
1)  Szpakowski  Chapt. 7  Choose one of the readings
2)  Nicholl  Chapt. 7  ”Daily Life as Spiritual Practice”
Supplementary Resources
Assignment:
1).  Practice some of the practices this week for at least 15 minutes.  Keep a personal log.  Use information from that to share in your  Reflective Paper #2, due by November 30th 
2)  There are no posts this week

	Week 9

December 1-7
	*Everyday Journey
	Readings:
1)  Szpakowski  Chapt. 8  Choose one of the readings
2)  Nicholl  Chapt. 8  “Companions and Community”
Supplementary Resources

Assignments:
1)  Discussion:   The Bodhisattva and the Saint:  What are your views on the Buddhist philosophy of detachment and the Christian one of “holy indifference” as helps to “go beyond oneself” in the service of others?
b.  Share a point of interest from the readings or video
c.  Prepare for Final

	Week 10
December 8-14
	*Review for Final Exam
	Readings:
1)  Read Nicholl, Chapt. 9 and choose a reading from Szpakowski, Chapt. 10.  

2)  Reflect on an area of the readings that relate to your life’s path from the Christian and Buddhist perspective

3)  Reflection paper #3 due by December 10th 
Final Online Exam:  December 14th   




Americans With Disabilities Act:  Before the second week of class, it is the student’s responsibility to self-identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  
Academic Integrity
Plagiarism:  The Chaminade University of Honolulu General Catalog states that: 

"Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own.  Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1.  Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without 
    
     proper acknowledgement to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not 
                                         
     sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgement of the source of a 
  
     text is always mandatory.

2.  Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgement.

3.  Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the 
   
     original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment 
  
     that has been prepared by another individual.
This policy statement means that students' are not allowed to submit the work of another as their own, that altering the work of another for presentation as one's own constitutes plagiarism, and that all sources must be properly cited. If a student commits plagiarism, or fails to properly cite all sources, then the student will receive no credit for the assignment and the Academic Dean will be notified accordingly.

If there is any doubt about whether or not the use or submission of a particular work constitutes plagiarism, contact the instructor for guidance and assistance.

This includes use of the text in responding to the questions based on readings from the text. In answering the questions you are expected to include citations for the text and indicate when you are using the words of the author. You are encouraged to read and summarize the text in your own words, connecting the reading to your own experience. 

RESPECT AND
As subjects examined during this course may touch upon topics, beliefs, and/or issues considered sensitive by some students, it is imperative that all students demonstrate courtesy and respect concerning the views, opinions, and beliefs of others.

The instructor reserves the right to make any adjustments to the Course Syllabus to accommodate any unforeseen circumstances.
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