RE 103		Fonseca
                                                                                                                            RE103: World Religions
CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU
Schofield Barracks Fall Term Oct. 7 – Dec. 19, 2013 Syllabus


TIME:			5:30 pm – 9:30 pm Tuesday			
INSTRUCTOR:	Lynn Van Deren
PHONE:		(808) 277-1121
E-MAIL:		lynn.vanderen@adjunct.chaminade.edu
COURSE
TEXTBOOKS:	Van Voorst, Robt. E. World Relg. Wadsworth 20 Channel Center St. Boston, MA 02210

	
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course provides an introduction to the historical, philosophical and spiritual foundations of the major religious traditions of the world-- Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Shinto, Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  The course will examine the lives of their founders, their basic teachings, the historical development of their communities and institutions, and their current status in the world.  Using an experiential approach, and the classroom as a sacred space for personal spiritual growth, this course also endeavors to create a more universal understanding and appreciation of one's own tradition amidst this great cultural variety, in order to foster a more harmonious global community. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES LINKED TO PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES
The three Program Learning Outcomes that this course introduces are:
2.  Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;
4.  The Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace; 
6.  The uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions.

Upon successful completion of this course, students will:
1. discuss the important elements of the major religions - their myth, symbols, ritual, doctrine, moral codes and artistic expression (PLO 2);
2. recognize the differences and commonalities among the religious traditions (PLO 2);
3. understand some of the social justice issues and religious responses to them (PLO 4);
4. appreciate more their own religious backgrounds and that of the Chaminade community (PLO 6)
5. reflect on their own beliefs, feelings and attitudes towards different religious perspectives, correlating and contrasting them with what they are learning (PLO 2, 6)


Organizational Theme:
Marianist Educational Philosophy
	
The choice of content, the pedagogy selected, and the fulfillment of the course objectives rely on the organizational theme. The organizational theme around which the course is constructed is derived from the document, “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.”

Educate for formation in faith;
Provide for an integral quality education;
Educate for family spirit;
Educate for service, justice and peace; and,
Educate for adaptation and change.

Educate
The root of the word educate, e ducare, means to lead out from. To educate means to begin where persons are individually then lead them to a future locus of where they become. 

The root of the word educate, educare, means to “lead out from.” To educate means to begin where persons are individually to lead them to a future locus of where they will become. It is a journey that continues throughout one’s life.

Formation in faith
Individuals are persons of “faith.” To be human, one must be in relationship with others and that requires “faith” of some kind. Specific faith in a Transcendence experienced by peoples worldwide is the major content of this course.

Provide an integral quality education
Integral education provides learners with the foundations necessary for completeness and wholeness, to be fully human in the global community. As the global community becomes more a part of an individual’s life, the understanding of the various ways in which people believe and act is crucial to a person’s personal and communal growth. As a core course, we will further our knowledge of the worldviews of others.

Educate for family spirit
Family is more than the persons to whom we are related. We create families in many ways, through friendships, work and school. Working together for the common needs and good of the family group is fundamental to healthy relationships. Through the assignments and discussions, we will work together to build the family of Chaminade University.

Educate for service, justice and peace
To quote John Paul II from a speech on Jan. 1, 2002, he said, “There is no peace without justice, no justice without forgiveness.” The road to forgiveness begins with awareness and service to work toward justice and peace. In light of Sept. 11, 2001 and all acts of violence, degradation, and oppression worldwide, we need to begin the process of self-examination and expand toward understanding. This course will attempt to give students the opportunity to reflect on one’s self and grow in self-knowledge.

Educate for adaptation and change
Adaptation and change begin with new knowledge and insight, and with the wisdom to view another’s perspective. This course will enable the learner to explore various ways in which people attempt to answer or ponder the questions of ultimate meaning.

REQUIREMENTS:
Students are expected to:
· attend class and field trips regularly;
· read required text assignments;
· participate in group discussions in class;
· do additional research as required;
· complete all assignments on time. Points may be deducted for late work if the student does not inform the instructor in advance.

GRADING:
Grading will be based upon class and field trip attendance, class work and discussion, homework, participation, effort, external options and exams.  

Papers must be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font only with 1-1/2 inch margins with appropriate citations using a consistent style.  Style must be consistent with the Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers. 

Points will be deducted from assignments that are turned in late unless arrangements have been made IN ADVANCE and APPROVED by the instructor.

Americans With Disabilities Act:  Before the second week of class, it is the student’s responsibility to self-identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.
   (
A: 900-1000 points
B: 800-899   points
C: 700-799   points
D:  600-
699  points
F: <599 points
)
CATEGORIES:		 	Total points possible 
Class Participation and Attendance:		800 points
(2) Written Assignments:			100 points
Final Paper & Oral Presentation:		100 points
						1000 total points



Class participation and attendance
Students are expected to attend all classes and remain in class until dismissed by instructor. The student is responsible for contacting the instructor regarding any absence. Eighty points are given for each class attendance and will be deducted for unexcused absences. Students with excused absences will need to complete a missed class assignment that the instructor will provide in order to receive the designated points and this will include field trips.

Field trips are mandatory in place of classroom time; reflection paper and field trip attendance are part of class participation and attendance points.  You are also responsible in contacting the instructor regarding the inability to attend the field trip. 

Reflection Paper: A minimum of a (2) typed page is required regarding the field trip, answering the following questions: (1) Discuss the physical environment and how were you greeted? (2) What is your opinion of what you saw and experienced? (3) What new things did you learn? (4) What is your reaction to this new knowledge and are there any changes to your previous perceptions (pre-understanding) toward that particular religion? (5) How did the visit help you to better understand the religion?

 You are still responsible for the assigned reading in the Assignment section.

If you do not attend the field trip and are excused by the instructor, a typed 2-3 page report based on the religion that was visited will be required in order to receive classroom attendance credit or if you attend the field trip site on your own at a later date, the reflection paper applies.  

Participation includes preparing readings, discussion and in-class writing assignments given at the discretion of the instructor. 

Written assignments:
These are listed on the course schedule. Assignments must be typed and most are short-answer format, minimum 2 paragraphs. Each assignment is due as indicated. 

Final:

Paper: See instructions on the course schedule. 
Oral Presentation: Reflecting over the different religions that were studied, create a single symbolic art piece (collage, 3-D, drawing, writing, music composition, etc.) that expresses your insights and your personal synthesis of what you have gained out of the study of the different world traditions.  This may be in light of your own religious path or philosophy in life. 

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT:
Student’s work will be evaluated for
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions, videos, research, outside class activities;
· ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society;
· understanding of the subject matter from different viewpoints.



May the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit be glorified in all places through the Immaculate Virgin Mary.
COURSE SCHEDULE  The instructor reserves the right to make any adjustments to the Course Syllabus to accommodate any unforeseen circumstances.	
	Date
	Topic and activity
	Assignment for next class

	
Oct. 8

1st class
	
Introduction to course
Religion and what it means 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bd5hvXgI_bQ
	Reading Assignment: 
Chapter 2 Indigenous Religion

Bring in either an article or an object of religion to share, the reason why you choose the article or object and how it relates to your idea of religion 

	
Oct. 15

2nd class
	
Discuss: Indigenous Religion

Movie: Brother Bear – Analyze the movie and discuss the similarities and differences from text book and movie

Hindu Temple
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yiupwfu_h0k

Sikhism
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnKUTVR_cpw

 Hindu Gods http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mAfYUt9w7qc

	Reading Assignment: 
Chapter 3 Encountering Hindusim



	
Oct. 22

3rd class
	
Discuss: Hinduism

*Compare and contrast the role of sacrifice in Hinduism with that found in a religion of your own choice
*Explore the similarities and differences between devotional Hinduism and Christian piety. 



	Reading Assignment: 
Chapter 5: Encountering Buddhism


	
Oct. 29

4th class
	
Field Trip: ISKON (Hare Krshna Temple)
     Reflection paper DD 11/5

Buddhism 101: Happiness and the Four Noble Truths 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CY-5xgTTVCo



Relax – Buddhist Meditation Music – Zen Garden – Kokin Gumi 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CR3dM-GlZK8

 Shinto Documentary – Part 1 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-mYBmwQ4cc

Learn Japanese Culture – How to Visit a Shinto Shrine
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-mYBmwQ4cc




	Reading Assignment:  
Chapter 8: Shinto

1st Written Assignment DD 11/5

* In a paragraph or two write how the Four Noble Truths might be applied to an experience in your life.  Be sure to give an example or two.



	
Nov. 5

5th class
	 
Discuss: Buddhism/Shinto



Confucius
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O--AFCI4HCU

 Confucius Special Quotes http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MkHmoqHwaCU

 Daoism; The Yin and Yang http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YOaw3iqfTJM

	Reading Assignment:  
Chapter 10: Judaism

(2) Written Assignment: 11/26

In a paragraph or two explore the justification of war in national Shinto and a religion of your choice. Be sure to give one or two examples.

	
Nov. 12

6th class
	
Field Trip: Buddhist Temple and Shinto Temple
      Reflection paper DD 11/26           


	Reading Assignment:  
Chapter 11: Christianity

Begin working on Final Paper 

	
Nov. 19

7th class
	
Field Trip: Tibetan Meditation Cntr (Thursday 11/21)
      Reflection paper DD 11/26 


 Israel, that Tiny Trip of Land – How Does it Survive? http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Iu9u486-v0

Sukkot in Israel! http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cok_4N1ZbqY

	Reading Assignment:  
Chapter 12: Islam


	
Nov. 26

8th class
	
Discuss:  Judaism/Christianity/Islam

World’s Most Beautiful Cathedrals http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=obyusV6ISgA

St. Justin Martyr http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pbLKP28sLSs



Happy Thanksgiving and many blessings to you and your loved ones!


	Reading Assignment:

(3) Final Paper: 12/10
Incorporate into your paper: (1) who or what may have contributed to who you are, whom you have become; (2) the influence of religion through your family history, tracing back to your ethnic roots and possible religious influence of the culture then; (3) a legend or folktale from your culture; (4) share stories, symbols, arts, music, a dish to share, etc. associated with your history; and lastly (5) a written explanation of your religious symbol.

	
Dec. 3

9th class






	
Field Trip: Temple Emanu-El (Friday 12/6)
       Reflection paper DD 12/10



Islam: Empire of Faith (The Real History of Islam) 1 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WZq0Jm4jRQo

 The Five Pillars of ISLAM http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2IVM3Xi8c6Y

	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Work on Oral Presentation and Final Paper

Field Trip – Dates Subject to Change
Tibetan Meditation Center
Valley of the Temple – Buddhist Temple
ISKCON
Temple Emanu-El

	
Dec. 10

10th class
	
Final paper and presentation

            


	
*Note: Syllabus subject to change








Academic Integrity

Plagiarism:  The Chaminade University of Honolulu General Catalog states that: 

"Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own.  Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:
1.  Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source  
     without proper acknowledgement to the author. Minor changes in wording or 
     syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgement 
     of the source of a text is always mandatory.
	2.  Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgement.
	3.  Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the 	     original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other  
                assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

This policy statement means that students' are not allowed to submit the work of another as their own, that altering the work of another for presentation as one's own constitutes plagiarism, and that all sources must be properly cited. If a student commits plagiarism, or fails to properly cite all sources, then the student will receive no credit for the assignment and the Academic Dean will be notified accordingly.

If there is any doubt about whether or not the use or submission of a particular work constitutes plagiarism, contact the instructor for guidance and assistance.

This includes use of the text in responding to the questions based on readings from the text. In answering the questions you are expected to include citations for the text and indicate when you are using the words of the author. You are encouraged to read and summarize the text in your own words, connecting the reading to your own experience.
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