RE 324 Sexuality in Christian Life

CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

Pearl Harbor Fall Term Oct. 7 – Dec. 19, 2013 Syllabus

TIME:


5:30 pm – 9:30 pm Monday




INSTRUCTOR:
Lynn Van Deren

PHONE:

(808) 277-1121

E-MAIL:

lynn.vanderen@adjunct.chaminade.edu
Required Textbooks:
Grabowski, John. Sex and Virtue: An Introduction to Sexual Ethics. Washington, D.C.: Catholic University Press, 2003.

Lawler, Michael G. Marriage and Sacrament: A Theology of Christian Marriage. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 1993.

Popcak, Gregory Ph. D. Holy Sex: A Catholic Guide to Toe-Curling, Mind-Blowing, Infallible Loving. New York: Crossroad Publishing, 2008.

New American Bible or any standard Bible version; 

Or on-line http://www.usccb.org/bible
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course will explore the meaning of adult life as based upon a sacramental perspective. Students will examine the paradigm of Jesus as Sacrament and the human response to that image in adult life. They will determine what the Christian view regarding married and single life in order to make informed choices regarding human sexuality, and moral and social responsibilities. They will evaluate differing views regarding human behavior and lifestyles as consistent with or in opposition to a sacramental understanding of human life.

Student Learning Outcomes Linked To Program Learning Outcomes

The three Program Learning Outcomes that this course develops further are:

1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions; (developed)

3. Ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition; (introduction)

5. the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values. (developed)

Upon successful completion of this course, students will:

· Describe the meaning of Jesus as foundational for the Christian perspective and the effect on human choices; (PLO 1, 3)

· Explain the concept of covenant as relevant to and foundational for the Christian understanding of human sexuality; (PLO 3, 5)

· Compare and contrast varying views regarding marriage and human sexuality. (PLO 5)

· Use theological reflection to engage biblical resources and other sources in dialogue to determine potential Christian responses to contemporary issues in sexuality. (PLO 3, 5)
REQUIREMENTS:

Students are expected to:

· attend class regularly;

· read required text assignments;

· participate in group discussions in class;

· do additional research as required;

· complete all assignments on time. Points may be deducted for late work if the student does not inform the instructor in advance.

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT:

Student’s work will be evaluated for:

· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions, videos, research, outside class activities;

· critical application and accuracy of content;

· thoroughness of answers in essay assignments and exams; continuing development of understanding

GRADING:

Grading will be based upon class attendance, class work and discussion, homework, participation, effort, external options and exams.  

Papers must be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font only with 1-1/2 inch margins with appropriate citations using a consistent style.  Style must be consistent with the Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers. 

Points will be deducted from assignments that are turned in late unless arrangements have been made IN ADVANCE and APPROVED by the instructor.
The instructor reserves the right to modify the number of assignments and tests used to calculate student grades. Therefore, assignments or tests may be reduced. Breakdown and scale will reflect total number of points based on actual tests and assignments. Attendance percentage will not change.

  
CATEGORIES:

 
Total points possible 

Class Participation and Attendance:

500 points

 (50 points per class)

Reading reflections and assignments

400 points
(80 points - 5 reading reflections/written assignments)
Final Exam:


100 points







1000 total points

Class participation and attendance

1. Class participation consists of actively engaging in discussions and other learning activities. 

2. Attendance is required for all classes. If a student cannot attend class, contact the instructor as soon as possible via email or phone. Excused absences will require the completion of an additional assignment.

An excused absence must be verified or verifiable, and consists of illness, family or personal emergency, accident, military orders, or deemed as such at the discretion of the instructor. If you are uncertain whether the absence constitutes an excused one, discuss it with the instructor. 
NOTE: Since this class meets once weekly, more than one unexcused absence will lower student’s overall grade by one letter automatically, even if assignments and test scores add up to a higher grade.

Classroom conduct

In order to create a viable and productive learning environment, and to show respect for each other in the classroom, all persons are expected to follow basic rules of conduct.

1. Talking only when it is your turn to do so.

2. Cell or smart phones and other electronic devices must be turned off. If you need it for an emergency, permission must be obtained from the instructor. 

3. While there is no handbook policy that prohibits eating food or drinking non-alcoholic beverages during class time, all should limit their intake of food and drink. Any containers or rubbish must be discarded as appropriate, including recycling.

According to the handbook, the instructor may require a student to leave the classroom if the conduct is such that it can be deemed as disruptive to the rest of the class. This includes but is not limited to excessive personal conversations, use of cellular or other electronic devices, and disrespectful language or behavior. 

Journal/ Written assignments:

Reading reflections are to write your reaction to the chapters from the three texts and possible other required readings. The following is the schedule for turning in the journal:


Oct. 21

Readings from Week 1 & 2



Nov. 4

Readings from Week 3 & 4



Nov. 18
Readings from Week 5 & 6

Journal: You must provide all of the following material to fulfill this requirement. Write the chapter title, page number and paragraph location.  Select either a statement or concept that you either:

· found interesting and why

· didn’t understand but need to know

· agree or disagree with and why

· would like to learn more about and why

· three words you didn’t understand or it was unclear with the definition

· at least one question that you would like answered in the following class

Written assignments required on due date found in the syllabus.
Final Paper:

Human relationships and sexuality are based on the premise of maturation and selflessness; however, society has a different outlook. This course focused on the covenant as the foundation and Jesus as model for human relationships. Student will select from one of a variety of topics in the area of human sexuality, including but not limited to gender issues and marriage.  Applying what was read and learned in this course, student will write a 5-10 page paper comparing and contrasting the two belief systems and how it affects society.  Your will include a thesis statement and supporting evidence in regards to your topic.  Be sure to include your citations.
LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT:
Student’s work will be evaluated for

· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions, videos, research, outside class activities;

· ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society;

· understanding of the subject matter from different viewpoints.

Americans With Disabilities Act:  Before the second week of class, it is the student’s responsibility to self-identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.
Academic Integrity


Plagiarism:  The Chaminade University of Honolulu General Catalog states that: 

"Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own.  Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:
1.  Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source  

     without proper acknowledgement to the author. Minor changes in wording or 

     syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgement 

     of the source of a text is always mandatory.


2.  Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgement.


3.  Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, 
                  manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.”
This policy statement means that students' are not allowed to submit the work of another as their own, that altering the work of another for presentation as one's own constitutes plagiarism, and that all sources must be properly cited. If a student commits plagiarism, or fails to properly cite all sources, then the student will receive no credit for the assignment and the Academic Dean will be notified accordingly.

If there is any doubt about whether or not the use or submission of a particular work constitutes plagiarism, contact the instructor for guidance and assistance.

This includes use of the text in responding to the questions based on readings from the text. In answering the questions you are expected to include citations for the text and indicate when you are using the words of the author. You are encouraged to read and summarize the text in your own words, connecting the reading to your own experience.
May the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit be glorified in all places through the Immaculate Virgin Mary.
COURSE SCHEDULE The instructor reserves the right to make any adjustments to the Course Syllabus to accommodate any unforeseen circumstances.
	Date
	  Course content
	Assignment(s) for next class



	Week one: Oct. 7 
	Introduction to course and its content
	Read:

Leviticus in the Old Testament chapters 17-20 and

Deuteronomy chapter 21:10-14; 22:13-23:1; 24:1-5; 25:5-10

http://www.usccb.org/bible
(in case you don’t have a Bible)

	Week two: Oct. 14
	The source of Christian morality, including sexual virtue--the Bible.
Watch: The Good Book of Love

	Read:
Virtue – Chapter 1
Holy - Chapter 1

Choose one of the stories from the video and read about it in the Bible. Be prepared to discuss in the next class

	Week three: 

Oct. 21
	Discussion of chosen story.  What was your reaction to the story in the video and in the Bible?  

Which is more relevant to developing sexual virtue…the Law or the Beatitude? Why? 
	Read:
Virtue – Chapter 2

Marriage –Chapter 1 & 2


	Week four: Oct. 28
	Discussion of readings … 
     Virtue: Ch. 1 & 2

      Holy: Ch. 1

      Marriage: Ch. 1 & 2 

What is sacred about human life (from womb to tomb?)


	Read:
Virtue – Chapter 3

Holy – Chapters 2 and 3
Written Assignment #1 Due Nov. 4
(2) Select one of the biblical passages on page 34 for ‘azab and one of the passages on page 35/36 for the term dabaq. Did the reading help you to better understand relationships between men and women? If yes, how? If not, why not?  

	Week five: Nov. 4
	 Discussion of readings:
Virtue – Chapter 3

Holy – Chapters 2 and 3

	readings…

Virtue – Chapter 4
Holy – Chapter 4 & 5


	Week six: Nov. 11
	Veteran’s Day

No Class 


	Read:

Holy – Chapters 6,7 

Marriage – Chapter 3, 4


	Week 7: 

Nov. 18
	Discuss Week 5 & 6 Readings
	Read:

Virtue – Chapter 5
    Holy – Chapter 8

Written Assignment #2 Due Nov. 25
How might a person’s moral development influence to what extent that one is capable of loving others? 

	Week 8: Nov. 25
	Discussion:

Virtue: Ch. 5

Holy: Chapter 8

Video
Happy Thanksgiving and many blessings to you and your loved ones!


	Read: 
     Marriage - Chapter 5 & 6

Read Humane Vitae Part II Doctrinal Principles

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_25071968_humanae-vitae_en.html

	Week 9: Dec. 2
	Discuss reaction to Humanae Vitae. Do you agree or disagree? Why or why not? What stood out for you? Why?

	Read:
Virtue – Chapter 6
Holy – Chapter 9



	Week 10: Dec. 9

	Discussion

Virtue Ch. 6 

Holy Ch. 9

Final Paper Due

	


A: 900-1000 points


B: 800-899   points


C: 700-799   points


D:  600-699  points


F: <599 points











