
Chaminade University of Honolulu
Philosophy 103—Critical Thinking



	Instructor:  
	Mr. Aliman Sears, MA, MS/P, CPRP
	
	Instructor Phone:
	381-6681 (7am to 7pm)

	Days/Times:
	Tuesdays 1730-2140
	
	Instructor E-mail:
	Directspirit2@gmail.com



	Fall Evening Term: Oct. 7 – Dec. 19, 2013
	Location:  Pearl Harbor



	COMMUNICATIONS:  Email me ASAP (not during class) so that I may add your preferred email address to my list so we may communicate by email.  Please do not use a “.mil” address, as it will not accept some URLs.



	COURSE CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION / OBJECTIVES:  “Designed to be more than a study of non-formal reasoning methods, the course includes but is not limited to the study of logical fallacies.  Assembling approaches from analytic philosophy, literary theory and cultural studies, the course models the rhetorical dimension of language and discourse.  The course is useful for those who want to think, write, and talk in a clear and straightforward manner.”



	ONLINE RESOURCES:  
	Formal sources for Term Paper:  Other than online resources that are peer reviewed, the following two sources are the only internet sources which may be used in your Works Cited (quoted from) for this class: The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy:  http://plato.stanford.edu/ and The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy: http://www.iep.utm.edu/.

Informal Sources:  Looking up single vocabulary terms or for informal information on a subject: You may use the Philosophy Pages Dictionary:  http://www.philosophypages.com/dy/index.htm (also has an encyclopedia), and The SWIF Free Online Dictionary of Philosophy:  http://www.swif.uniba.it/lei/foldop/contents.html. These are for your information and studying only.  Do not use these as one of your sources for your class work.



	[image: ]
ACADEMIC HONESTY / PLAGIARISM:  Academic honesty is central to learning and scholarship. Violations of the principle of academic honesty are extremely serious and cannot be tolerated. Cheating will be dealt with strictly and swiftly, and I will recommend to the administration of Chaminade University the strongest possible punitive measures. Plagiarism, (claiming another’s writing as your own) will not be tolerated. Eight words in a row that appear in your written work and in an Internet or published source may be considered plagiarism.



	[image: C:\Users\owner\Desktop\Images\talking.jpg]CLASS DISCUSSION:  We all learn by the attempt to criticize the viewpoint of the other in a constructive way.  Do not be afraid of speaking up and being wrong, because making a comment that is incorrect is just as instructive as saying something that is correct.  Everything is instructive. Remember, however, that the discussion is centered primarily on the text and class material and only secondarily on your personal beliefs and opinions.



	TEXTBOOK:  Browne, M.N. & Keeley, S.M. (2004).  Asking the Right Questions: A guide to critical thinking.  2nd Ed. Prentice Hall. Upper Saddle River, NJ. The Chaminade Bookstore cannot get the book, but you may download at no cost:  http://www.kantakji.com/fiqh/files/research/t116.pdf



	COURSE REQUIREMENTS / GRADING:

	10 Modules, 10 points each (100 points total)
	Term Project (35 points total)

	Midterm Exam (30 points total)
	Final Exam (35 points total)

	Extra Credit Available


With these requirements, you will be able to earn a maximum of 200 regular points in this course. Extra credit is available, see below.  The number of points that you earn will determine your final grade for the course:
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EXTRA CREDIT:
The instructor will email you links to either videos posted by him, or those posted by others.  You will earn five (5) points per video, up to a maximum of three (3) videos, for 15 points, when the instructor determines that you have posted thoughtful, planned out, academically appropriate, and generous video responses.  Ask the instructor for more detail if you plan to do this.  You must type “Extra Credit” in the description box of the video.




ATTENDANCE:  LIMITATIONS PLACED ON GRADE
	a) Absence Defined:  Each accelerated class period is 250 minutes, or five regular 50-minute classes.  Thus, each 50 minutes of class missed is one absence. E.g., if you miss one accelerated class, you accrue five absences.  Note that there is no distinction between excused and unexcused absences.

b) Missing six or more classes means that the student’s grade will be lowered by one letter grade from their final grade in the course.

c) 10 absences, according to Chaminade policy, may be a course failure.

d) The first time that the class meets does not count toward absences.

e) Excessive tardiness will count as an absence.
f) It is possible, for extenuating circumstances (with notes from proper authorities), to do additional make-up work if the student misses two accelerated classes.
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OTHER ITEMS:
1. Extra Help:  We can arrange to meet at mutually convenient times or locations. You may phone (7am to 7pm) or e-mail anytime.
2. All mobile devices off or on vibrate mode during class.
3. Strictly NO internet or web browsing during class.
4. This class will challenge your personal beliefs, ESPECIALLY THE RELIGION & ETHICS TOPICS.  Put your personal beliefs aside so you can learn another point of view.
5. It is disrespectful to talk when someone else has the floor.  Interrupting the instructor or another student is not permitted. Only one person at a time has the floor.
6. Keep all modules until after the course ends.
7. All work is to be submitted with all pages stapled together.

8. I get up at 4:00 am, too. I do not tolerate sleeping during class. 
9. [image: ]“Computer problems” will not be an acceptable excuse for lateness.  Save all your work to a flash/thumb drive every time you do something for the class.
10. Keep copies on your computer and keep all hard copies of documents that are graded and returned to you until AFTER you get your final grade.  I.e., hold off on your “Burning Man” celebration until after you get your final grade for the course.
11. You are expected to obey the Chaminade code of conduct (in student handbook & college catalog).  In general, it says that you must treat everyone with respect.

12. Think for yourself!
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 (
Do Not Let Your Computer Or The Internet Do Your 
Thinking
 For You!
)










The Fine Print:
	I. STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:   
It is the student’s responsibility to self identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  Contact the Director of Personal Counseling at (808) 739-4603 or email: jyasuhar@chaminade.edu.



	II. INCOMPLETES:  
Note that all work must be in by the day of the final exam and no incompletes with extended deadlines will be possible, beyond the 10 weeks of the course, except in the most extreme circumstances with documented evidence and completed paperwork.  



	III. TIME MANAGEMENT & PLANNING:  
The time/work requirements for courses are stated on the Chaminade website and in this course syllabus. Students who do not have time to follow a course should not register for a course. E.g., if you are working full time and taking many other courses this does not mean you may expect to do less work in this course, it is a full credit university course. In this course you will need to do the work and submit it by the scheduled dates. The work is divided into 10 separate parts in order to afford a realistic opportunity to the student to master each topic.



	IV. SYLLABUS:  
PRINT AND SAVE A COPY OF THIS SYLLABUS FOR YOUR REFERENCE, AND PRINT OUT A COPY IF IT IS UPDATED.

This syllabus describes all of the requirements for the course and the due dates of all work. If you have any questions about any of the information contained within it, ask the instructor immediately. 

This syllabus is subject to revision.  The instructor will notify students if a new version is issued.







	
				CLASS SCHEDULE          (SUBJECT TO MINOR AMENDMENT)


	DATE:
	CLASS ACTIVITY:
	NOTES:

	
Week #1

Oct. 8
	Syllabus, course expectations, and discussion of Module #1
Complete Module #1 in class (automatic credit, do not submit Module #1)
Hand out Module #2


	

	
Week #2
Oct. 15 (Last day to add, drop, change)
	Discussion Module #2
Submit Module #2 & Hand out Module #3


	

	
Week #3

Oct. 22
	Discussion Module #3
Submit Module #3 & Hand out Module #4



	

	
Week #4

Oct. 29
	Discussion Module #4			
Submit Module #4 & Hand out Module #5



	

	
Week #5

Nov. 5
	Midterm Consensus Exam (Modules 1-5)
Discussion Module #5
Submit Module #5 & Hand out Module #6



	

	
Week #6

Nov. 12
	Discussion Module #6
Submit Module #6 & Hand out Module #7
Submit Term Project: Post video #1 or submit essay #1


	






	
Week #7

Nov. 19

(Nov. 25: Last day to W/D)
	Discussion Module #7
Submit Module #7 & Hand out Module #8	
Submit Term Project: Post video #2 or submit essay #2


	

	
Week #8

Nov. 26
	Discussion Module #8
Submit Module #8 & Hand out Modules #9 & #10 (Review)
Submit Term Project: Post video #3 or submit essay #3


	

	
Week #9

Dec. 3
	Discussion Module #9
KEEP Module #9
Students need all modules for “take home” exam


	

	
Week #10

Dec. 10
	Discussion Module #10
Final Exam (Cumulative Exam Modules 1-10)

SUBMIT ALL WORK FOR COURSE—NO LATE WORK ACCEPTED
	



Have a nice, philosophical, ethical, and critically thinking life.



NOTES:
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