English 102- Fall 2013
Chuuk

Sections 1, 2, and 3
Course Information

e-mail:  koreen.nakahodo@chaminade.edu
*please e-mail me from the e-college system.

*please give me 24 hours to respond to your e-mails.  E-mails sent on Friday after 12:00 will receive 
  an answer on Monday morning.

Course Description

Instruction and practice in writing short-to-medium-length expository essays and in writing from sources. Skills required for research and research writing are emphasized, such as summarizing, paraphrasing, quoting, evaluating, and synthesizing. The course includes instruction and practice in writing a multisource research paper of substantial length. 
Specific Course Themes
During the course of the semester, we will explore issues in Chuuk.

Student Learning Outcomes
At the completion of the course, the student will

I.  Clarity

A. Demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text including

1. thesis sentences

2. topic sentences

3. clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences

4. logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting   

    examples

B. Demonstrate organizational development in a written text including

1. an effective introductory paragraph

2. an effective concluding paragraph

3. the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/between 

    paragraphs) in a written text

C. Demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, 

     mechanics, and sentence structure errors.

II. Originality and Research

A. Demonstrate the ability to identify an audience and articulate an argument specific to 

that audience

B. Identify and apply and logically utilize the rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive,  exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition, persuasion, classification, division)

C.  Evaluate and synthesize research information including
1. verifying the validity of source information

2. distinguishing between facts and opinions

3. retrieving information from various sources (printed sources, 

    internet sources)

4. integrating material from sources.

D.  Demonstrate the ability to research, draft, revise, and edit a research paper.

III. Documentation

A. Demonstrate the correct use of MLA documentation including

1. understanding the difference between a bibliography and a works cited page


2. understanding the definition and consequences of plagiarism
Required Text
The Truth About Stories by Thomas King.  
Student Responsibilities

The student will

1. Attend class on a regular basis.

· Class attendance is mandatory.  If a student has more than four (4) unexcused absences, his/her grade will be reduced by 10 points (one letter grade).

· Excused absences are determined by the instructor on a case-by-case basis.  All decisions are final and will not be reconsidered at the end of the semester.  In order to receive consideration for an excused absence the student must:

-call or e-mail the instructor indicating the reason for absence

-present documentation from a medical physician or the Dean of Students

Please note:  studying or completing work for another course IS NOT considered an excused absence.
2. Arrive on time.  If you arrive after class attendance is taken, you will be marked absent for the day.
3. Read and take notes on the assignment prior to arriving in class.
4. Be prepared to write (a summary, a paraphrase, a response) on the reading.
5. Respect the instructor and the other members of the class.
· Class behavior.  In class you are free to express your opinion with respect to the other members of the class.  Class members who do not adhere to this rule will be asked to leave the classroom and will be referred to the Dean of Students for additional action.

· Students are asked to turn off and put away all unnecessary electronic devices prior to entering the classroom.  Talking on the phone, texting, playing computer games, or   e-mailing during a class discussion or lecture is unacceptable and will result in a grade deduction of (10) points.  This point deduction is final and will not be reconsidered at the end of the semester.

6.  Not plagiarize
· Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog (online).  The guidelines include, but are not limited to, the following:

1.  Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgment (citation) of the source is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgment.

3. Submitting work prepared by another as one’s own. (Chaminde Catalog, online).

Any student suspected of plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for the paper.  In addition, I will notify both the English Department coordinator and the Dean of Humanities.

Paper Requirements

Essay #1:  The history of Chuuk (500 words)   -Class paper (3-4 sources)
Essay #2:  Issues/problems in Chuuk (250 words) – individual paper.

Essay #3:  Expert Opinion to the specific issue in Chuuk (1000 words) – individual (3 sources)

Essay #4:  Interview with two (2) elders on the specific issue. (2 sources)

Essay #5:  Summary and citation of the interview (250-500 words)
Essay #6:  Possible solution to the problem (500 words)- (2 sources)

Grading Rubric for the Final Paper:  TBA
Grading Breakdown
Paper 1-6





30 (5 points each)
Final Paper





70
Final Grade





100

Grading Scale

‘A’ 
Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative. (90-100)

‘B’
Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.  (80-89)

‘C’
Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter. (70-79)

‘D’
Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work. (60-69)

‘F’
Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.

A passing grade for this class is a ‘C’ or 70/100.
