Biology 190: Pre-Health & Professional Science Seminar I
Chaminade University of Honolulu | Fall 2013

Monday, 11:30am-12:20pm


Instructor: 
Coty J. Gonzales, Ph.D.



coty.gonzales@chaminade.edu

Office Hours: CCTH 258, please email me to confirm an appointment, or Wednesdays 9-11am; 2-4pm. 
Text: Health Professions Admissions Guide, NAAHP, 9th Edition.



Course Description: 

Biology 190, Pre-Health and Professional Science Seminar I is designed to give students an understanding and appreciation of various health professions, and offer guidance for students seeking careers in medicine and allied health professions. 

Course Objective: 

1. Provide knowledge of the range of health professions impacting contemporary health care practice. 

2. Provide exposure to various internship and research related programs available to pre-health students.

3. Improve understanding of admissions requirements for medical school and other health professions schools. 

4. Increase understanding of the U.S. healthcare system and how it operates. 

Advising Sessions:

Each student will be asked to schedule two appointments to meet with me during the semester. Please visit Mrs. Patterson in CCTH 257B to schedule an appointment with me. Each meeting with be worth 50 points. 
Class Participation:

Class participation consists of attendance and message board discussions. Class participation will make up 200 points of your total grade. 
Attendance is mandatory and will be worth a total of 120 points. Students will lose 10 points for every unexcused absence. No make-up points for unexcused classes will be given without written documentation verifying an acceptable reason for the missed exam. Acceptable reasons and documentation include severe illness (medical note required from a physician), family emergency (must have appropriate documentation, i.e. obituary ad), off-island collegiate athletic events, and other situations deemed acceptable by the instructor. Unacceptable reasons include over-sleeping, not studying, traffic, parking dilemmas, car maintenance problems, etc. In order to qualify for make-up points for a missed class, you must notify the instructor through e-mail, telephone, or in person within 24 hours of the missed class. Arrangements will be made through the instructor on a case-by-case basis on how make-up points can be earned.
Throughout the semester, you will be required to participate in the class message boards on http://www.chaminade.ecollege.com to generate discussion amongst your peers. Every student is required to answer at least one of the weekly discussions questions by Wednesday 11:59 pm HST, and post at least one comment on any one of your classmates’ responses by Sunday, 11:59 pm HST. The reason for answering discussion questions by Wednesday night is that all students in our class should be given an opportunity to express themselves and then have some time to go over other responses and comment on those.

Make sure that your comments contribute to the class discussion. Your comment or response to your classmates will be evaluated based on the quality of arguments used in it. "I agree", "Cool stuff!" remarks are not considered valuable contribution to the discussion and will not be graded. You can certainly cheer your classmates but do not expect to receive any points for participation based solely on those "Way to go!" type postings.

When you post messages online, follow the basic principles of netiquette - rules for communication online. (The Core Rules of Netiquette are located on the web site http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html)

As your instructor, I'll be facilitating course discussion. I'll post discussion questions, answer any of your questions, clarify any issues, and comment on some but not every message posted on the discussion board. The purpose of the discussion is to promote and encourage the exchange of ideas between students.

Total Points and Grading:

A total of 400 points are available:

Possible Points: 
Advising Meetings = 50 points x 2 = 100 points



Message Board Discussions = 110 points




Attendance  = 120 points

Total Points: 

100 points + 110 points + 120 points = 330 points

Your grade will be assigned as follows: 

 


90% - 100%  
= 
297 - 330 points 
=  

A




80%  - 89% 
= 
264 - 296 points 
=

B




70% - 79%
=
231 - 263 points 
=

C




60% - 69% 
= 
198 - 230 points 
=

D




< 60%

= 
197 points or less 
=

F 

Policy on Music Devices and Cellular Phones: 

Unless specifically permitted by your instructor, use of music devices and cell phones is prohibited during all natural Science and Mathematics classes at Chaminade, as it is discourteous and may lead to suspicion of academic misconduct. Students unable to comply will be asked to leave class. 
Disabilities Statement:
Students with special needs who met criteria for the American with Disabilities ACT (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from CUH counseling Center (Dr. June Yasuhara, 735-4845) by the end of the third week of classes. Failure to provide written documentation will prevent your instructor from making necessary accommodations. Please refer any questions to the Dean of Students and review procedures at: http://www.chaminade.edu/student_life/sss/counseling_services.php
Tentative Schedule of Topics
	Week
	Date
	Topic

	1
	8/26
	Introduction; Pre-Test

	2
	9/2
	Labor Day 

	3
	9/9
	Choosing a major at CUH

Your Four-Year Plan
AdviseStream 

	4
	9/16
	Workshop: Improving Test-Taking and Learning Skills

Guest Speaker: Lawrence 'Hy' Doyle. Ed.D.

	5
	9/23
	Medicine (M.D.)
Guest Speaker: TBA

	6
	9/30
	Articulation Agreements

Boston University School of Medicine, Early Medical School Selection Program

	7
	10/7
	Physical Therapy (D.P.T.)
Western University School of Health Sciences
(Guest Speaker: TBA)

	8
	10/14
	Discoverer’s Day

	9
	10/21
	Summer Enrichment Programs

Guest Speaker: Professor Patti Lee-Robinson, M.Ed., M.S.
Student Panel

	10
	10/28
	Podiatry (D.P.M.)

Samuel Merritt University

Guest Speaker: David Tran, D.P.M.

	11
	11/4
	Audiology (Au.D.)
Guest Speaker: Dr. Denby Fukuda, Au.D.

	12
	11/11
	Veterans Day

	13
	11/18
	Dentistry (D.D.S., D.M.D.)
Guest Speaker: TBA

	14
	11/25
	Pharmacy (Pharm.D.)
Guest Speaker: Dr. Rona Nuesca, Pharm.D.

	15
	12/9
	Final day of class; Post-Test; Evaluation


