Chaminade University of Honolulu

PHIL 100: Introduction to Philosophy
T/Th: 8:30 – 9:50 Henry Hall Room 225
T/Th: 1:00 – 2:20 Henry Hall Room 225


子曰：「學而不思則罔，思而不學則殆。」

The Master said: “If one studies, yet does not contemplate, then she has already been deceived. If one contemplates, yet does not study, then she will be in grave peril.” 

Instructor:

Brandon Underwood (Ph.D. Student, UHM, Philosophy)
Email: Brandon.Underwood@adjunct.chaminade.edu;
Office Hours: T/Th 10:00 – 11:30 

Course Description:

This course is an Introduction to Philosophy and seeks to give an overview of the nature, aims and methods of the discipline. A large period of time will be devoted to passages from Plato, as well as selections from Descartes, Kant, Laozi and others. Ideally, the course will consist of equal parts lecture and discussion.

Learning*Outcomes:

Students in this course become familiar a variety of figures in Philosophy and their particular methods of inquiry. This will include not only content of the philosophies, but also the motivations and methodology implicit in them. In addition to content-oriented goals, students will study and practice the methodology of Philosophical inquiry.

Required Materials:

The Last Days of Socrates, Plato. ISBN: 978-0140449280

Daodejing, Trans. Ames and Hall. ISBN: 978-0345444196

Various electronic resources: To be distributed.

Journal

Requirements:

There will be three major requirements for this course: attendance, participation, homework and a final paper.  

Students are required to attend and participate in every class.  Each student may have two unexcused absences without penalty. After the second absence, point will be deducted for each additional, unexcused absence. SIX UNEXCUSED ABSENCES WILL RESULT IN A FAILING GRADE FOR THE COURSE. Participation will be factored based on both in class participation and through the class journal.

Homework for the course will take a variety of forms. However, all of the homework will be kept in a class journal. Notes, written homework, drafts, etc. can and should be included in the journal. These will be collected periodically and examined for both completion and quality of content. 

The final paper will take the form of a five to six page paper, due at the end of the semester, on a topic of the student’s choosing. Each student will work closely with me to develop a topic of interest. The final draft of the paper is due at the time of the final.


Grading: 

Attendance – 100 points
Participation – 25 points
Homework –  150 points
Final Paper – 100 points

Total:  375 possible points


A: 375-337 B: 336-300 C: 299-262 D: 261-187
Plagiarism Policy:

Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated. Cheating and plagiarism will automatically result in a failing grade for the assignment, and may result in a failing grade for the semester. Further, breaches in the standards of the Chaminade community will be reported to the appropriate academic dean. If you are uncertain as to what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult the Student Conduct Code and/or contact me.

Reading

Aug. 27/29 – Introductions and Allegory of the Cave (Plato, Handout)

Sept. 3/5 – Apology (Plato, The Last Days of Socrates)

Sept. 10/12 – Crito  (Plato, The Last Days of Socrates)

Sept. 17/19 – The Myth of Er (Handout)

Sept. 24/26 – Meditations of Frist Philosophy (Descartes, Handout)

Oct. 1/3 - Meditations of Frist Philosophy (Descartes, Handout)

Oct. 8/10 – On Miracles (Hume, Handout)

Oct. 15/17 – What is Enlightenment? (Kant, Handout)/ Critique excerpt

Oct. 22/24 – Thus Spoke Zarathustra (Nietzsche, Handout)

Oct. 29/31 – What is Enlightenment? (Foucault, Handout)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Nov. 5/7 – Discipline and Punish excerpt (Foucault, Handout)

Nov. 12/14 – Daodejing, Introduction (Hall and Ames, Daodejing)

Nov. 19/21 – Daodejing, continued.

Nov. 26/28 – Daodejing, continued.

Dec. 3/5 - TBA
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