Course Syllabus

Chaminade University of Honolulu

History 201:  United States through Civil War

Dr. Yamasaki

Course Description

Starting with the convergence of European, African and Native American cultures in the seventeenth century, this course studies the multicultural history of the United States through the era of Reconstruction.  It focuses on the lives of Thomas Jefferson, Tecumseh, Susan B. Anthony, Frederick Douglass and other individuals who made meaningful contributions on the moral and ethical development of our nation.  Along with historical knowledge, the course emphasizes the development of reading, writing, speaking, cognitive and collaborative skills crucial to success in college and beyond.

Course Learning Outcomes

Upon completion this course, students will demonstrate...

· a working knowledge of the key people, events and developments in early America.

· an understanding of change, continuity, (This is also a program learning outcome).

· a comprehension of the workings of politics and governance, (This is also a program learning outcome).

· an awareness of perspectives and interpretations, (This is also a program learning outcome).

· refined reading, writing, speaking and cognitive skills.

· learning that embodies cooperation, self-discipline, and mutual respect.

Course Requirements

· Regularly attend and actively participate in class meetings.  Turn in short writing assignments.

· Take two mid-term examinations and a final examination.

Grades

Class participation and short in-class assignments



100 points

Mid-term examination






100 points

Mid-term examination






100 points

Final examination







100 points

370-400 points = A; 330-369 = B; 280-329 = C; 240-279 = D; below 240 = F.

Outline of Course Topics

Week 1:
Europe Comes to America / Columbian Exchange

Week 2:
Jamestown and Colonial Virginia / Slaves and Indentured Servants 

Week 3:
Massachusetts and Northern Communities

Week 4:
Causes of the American Revolution

Week 5:
Revolutionary War
Week 6:
Mid-Term Examination 
Week 7:
Writing a New Constitution for the United States of America

Week 8:
Battle Over Ratifying the Constitution

Week 9:
New Republic:  Jefferson’s and Hamilton’s Views of the Future

Week 10:
Seneca Falls and the Women’s Rights Movement / Jacksonian Democracy

Week 11:
Mid-Term Examination
Week 12:
Western Expansion and Native American Reactions
Week 13:
Western Expansion and Sectionalism

Week 14:
Causes of the Civil War

Week 15:
Civil War / African American Troops in the Union Army

Week 16:
Final Examination
Text

Kevin Schultz, Hist:  U.S. History through 1877
Mitch Yamasaki, History 201: United States thru Civil War (Spring 2013)
Office Hours

Henry 208H
Tuesdays & Thursdays 2:30 – 4:30 PM

Phone:  
735-4824

E-mail:  
myamasak@chaminade.edu

