EN 315—Backgrounds in British Literature
Chaminade University
Fall 2013
Independent Study
Office hours: by appointment

 Allison E. Paynter        Phone: 808 735 4863

email: apaynter@chaminade.edu

Required Texts: 
Longman
The Longman Anthology of British Literature Vol A & B (2nd compact editions available on reserve at Sullivan Family Library )

Shakespeare
The Tempest   (on reserve)  
Jane Austen
Pride and Prejudice (on reserve)


Joseph Conrad


Heart of Darkness (on reserve)



Lisa O’Donnell

The Death of Bees (optional)




Online full play:

http://shakespeare.mit.edu/tempest/full.html
Films and Videos: 



 
Steve Bing


Beowulf (2007)
Touchstone


The Tempest (2011)
Gurinder Chadha

Bride and Prejudice (2004)
Steve Moffat, Mark Gatiss
Sherlock: A New Sleuth for the 21st Century, Episode 1

Requirements:
Weekly Discussions
Weekly Journal Entries
1 short paper (3-5 pages)
1 Final Research paper (8-10 pages)

This survey course closely studies British literature from Anglo-Saxon writings to 21st Century renderings of classic novels. In addition, this course provides an introduction to critical theory and its application to literary study. This survey places a strong emphasis on reading, one-on-one discussions with the professor, and weekly journal entries for presentation, which will enhance the student’s research and writing skills. 

By coupling our discussion of British literature with cinematic versions, we will have the opportunity to examine how characters, themes, and plotlines reflect gender, ethnic, and socio-political issues both in Britain’s literary history and our modern world. 
Course Objectives (in addition to those goals listed by the English Department):

· Improve critical reading and analytical skills developed in prerequisite English classes: EN 101, 102 and 201
· Define various literary, critical approaches to British historical periods and culture like imperialism, racial theories, gender studies, colonialism and post-colonialism 
· Demonstrate the skills necessary to analyze and discuss literary subjects

· Demonstrate proficiency in writing through the completion of a literary paper
Weekly Discussions:  
Discussions are vital to this independent studies course; therefore, weekly meetings with your professor are mandatory.  You will need to discuss each reading assignment and novel we read twice a week.  I will require your journal entries at our meetings to examine and discuss various topics on British Literature. 
When necessary, you will take timed quizzes or submit reflection paragraphs to ensure you are reading and reviewing the assigned texts.  Keeping current with the readings and discussion will minimize the number of quizzes given.  Conversely, inadequate or lackluster responses to the weekly reading will increase the number of quizzes.  
Weekly Journal Entries:
As with any course you take during your academic career, you should keep a journal of questions, thoughts, or impressions you have while examining these literary genres.  In this course you must maintain a journal summarizing what you read, your observations and questions.  Making notes as you read rather than waiting until the end of the week will help you form ideas and questions that can be used in our discussions and in your papers. You may choose to maintain an online journal, PowerPoint presentations, or a traditional notepad.
Papers:

Your papers and weekly journal summaries must be created by you alone and turned in on time.  The papers must be typed and double-spaced, using MLA format for research and citations. Late papers will not be accepted after the due date, nor will weekly journals count if turned in a week late.
Final: Your final will be a formal research paper on a topic pertaining to British Literature.  We will review for the final two weeks prior to its due date.
Writing Standards [from General Catalog]

All work submitted by Chaminade University students is expected to meet the following writing standards:

1. Written assignments should use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English.

2. Written assignments should develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely.

3. Written assignments should adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience.

4. Written assignments should be clear, complete, and effective.

5. Written assignments containing material and ideas drawing upon sources should carefully analyze and synthesize that material.  In addition, the sources of the borrowed material must be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism.

Please exercise confidentiality regarding honesty and integrity when posting and replying online.

Cheating on exams, plagiarizing papers will not be tolerated!

If you do not attend discussion or submit weekly journal entries on a weekly basis, your final grade will be adversely affected.
INCOMPLETES/WITHDRAWALS

Chaminade students have the option of withdrawing from this or any course provided they do either before or by the deadline.  Your professor is not responsible for providing you with the appropriate forms to apply for a “W,” nor are we able to extend the date if you miss the deadline.  Please speak to me as soon as possible if you believe you should withdraw from this course.

According to Chaminade University’s general catalog, an incomplete is only issued if a student “Did not complete a small portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student's control… Prior to reporting of grades a contract must be made between the student and the instructor for the completion of the course.”  Incompletes are neither automatically rendered nor encouraged for minor issues.

Note: It is the student’s responsibility to self identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive ADA or other accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  Contact the Director of Personal Counseling, Dr. June Yasuhara, at (808) 735-4845 or email:   jyasuhar@chaminade.edu.
For technical questions: contact the Chaminade eCollege helpdesk at:     helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com, or call toll free at: (866) 647-0654.

Sullivan Family Library
(www.chaminade.edu/library).
Assessed Work for EN 315 online:

Final point grade scale:


Discussions:



25 pts
   
100-90 
A



Journal Entries:


20 pts
89-80   
B



79-70   
C



1 Short Paper
:


25 pts
69-60   
D



1 Final Research Paper:

30 pts
68-0    

F







          100 pts
ENGL 315 Syllabus (schedule subject to changes)
Week



Assignment

	Wk 1— August 26

 


	 Orientation 
Introductions and familiarity with syllabus, Longman anthology, assigned readings and films
Navigating Medieval  Language and Culture 
Anthology: Beowulf
Complete poem and film for discussion: Beowulf

	Wk 2—-Sept 2-6 
	Anglo-Saxon Period
Anthology: excerpt from The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle; Anonymous, “The Wife’s Lament”
Weekly Journal summary due 

	Wk 3—Sept 9-13
	Anglo-Saxons: Courtly Love & Pilgrimages 
Anthology: Thomas Malory, “The Poisoned Apple,”Morte D’Arthur; Chaucer’s Cantebury Tales—“The Miller’s Tale” & “The Wife of Bath’s Tale”
Weekly Journal Summary due 

	Wk 4—Sept 16-20

	Early Modern Period: Edmund Spenser

Anthology: Spenser, First Book of The Faerie Queene
Biographical link: http://www.luminarium.org/renlit/spenser.htm
Paper due next Monday: Choose text and topic with accompanying secondary texts and MLA citations this week

	Wk 5— Sept 23-27
	Early Modern Period: Politics & Symbolism
Complete Spenser, First Book of The Faerie Queene; Elizabeth I, “The Doubt of Future Foes, “On Monsieur’s Departure”
Short Paper due Monday 
 Note: no weekly journal entry due this week 

	Wk 6—Sept 30-Oct 4
	Renaissance Period: Shakespeare 
Read Edward Said, Orientalism (handout)
Shakespeare: The Tempest 

Discussion of historical context and theories on race & class
View Film: The Tempest

	Wk 7—Oct 7-11 
	Milton & Spirituality
Anthology: Paradise Lost, Book 1
Weekly Journal due 

	Wk 8—Oct 14-18 
	Milton & Science

Complete Paradise Lost, Book 1

Weekly Journal due

	Wk 9—Oct 21-25 
	The Restoration and Eighteenth Century: Slavery
Anthology: Aphra Behn, Oroonoko; slave narratives— Olaudah Equiano & Mary Prince
Weekly Journal due

	Wk 10—Oct 28-Nov 1
	The Romantics: Poetics
Anthology: Selection of poetry from Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, & The Brownings 
Weekly Journal due

	WK 11—Nov 4-8
	Victorian Period: Society, Culture and Marriage
Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice
View film: Bride and Prejudice 
Final Weekly Journal due

	Wk 12—Nov 11-15

	Twentieth Century: Adventure & Vice
Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness
Imperialism, Post-colonial theory

	Wk 13—Nov 18-22
	Twentieth-First Century: Modern Mysteries
Anthology: Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, “A Scandal in Bohemia”
View video: Sherlock, Season 1, Episode 1
Reviews: Lisa O’Donnell, The Death of Bees
Prospectus/Proposal due

	Wk 14—Nov 25-29
Thanksgiving Break: 

Nov 28-29
	Research Paper: Guidelines
Library research
Annotated Bibliography due

	Wk 15—Dec 2-6
	Research Paper: Writing
Drafting

Final Research Exam Project


