CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY
RE/PH/SO 338  Religion, Philosophy and Social Ethics
Fall Day 2013
Instructor:  Kay Stone
 Phone:  739-8595    Office:  Henry Hall 206Q
Email:  kstone@chaminade.edu

DESCRIPTION:  This course is designed to give students an interdisciplinary experience in the study of social ethics from the perspectives of theology, religion and philosophy.  Students will explore the theory and practice of social ethics and develop the knowledge and skills for philosophical and theological critique of ethical systems and social policy.  This course may be used to satisfy the 300 level Religious Studies General Education Core requirement or the interdisciplinary requirement.

OBJECTIVES:
1. Study major religious, theological, and moral theories and beliefs and how they nurture ethical systems.
2. Study and develop critical skills in analyzing and addressing various questions and issues that arise related to social ethics.
3. Study and understand contemporary trends in social ethics in their relation to Religion and Philosophy.
4. Become more aware of one’s personal beliefs and values and how they relate to the values and beliefs of others.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
Student will demonstrate an understanding of:
From Sociology:  
1.  The structure, processes, and functions of society in relation to understanding human behavior (PLO 1)
2. The basis for self-reflection in relation to the nature of the group and of the group dynamics. (PLO 4)
From Philosophy:
1.  The theories of meaning and use of language in creating meaning in personal and social contexts. (PLO 3)
2. The major similarities and differences in approaches and content of classical and contemporary ethical theories (PLO 4)
From Religion:
1.  The essential theological components of the Christian faith and their relation to current global realities (PLO 1)
2. The critical use of available resources to examine theological issues from various viewpoints. (PLO 4)

REQUIREMENTS:
1. Consistent attendance and active participation in all assigned discussion questions and groups.
2. Completion of all written assignments.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY
As members of the Chaminade University community, we are all committed to truthfulness, honor, and responsibility, without which we cannot earn the trust and respect of others.  Furthermore, we recognize that academic dishonesty detracts from the value of a Chaminade degree.  Therefore, we shall not tolerate lying, cheating, or stealing in any form.  In all your written work, please be sure to include “works cited”.  This can be in whatever format you are most comfortable with (MLA, APA, etc) or even within the body of the work.  The absolutely required part is to note all materials taken from another source and what that source is!  No resubmission of plagiarized papers will be accepted. (more details in Student Handbook page 45).

Students with disabilities:  (more details in student handbook page 51).  Any student who believes he/she may need accommodations in this class must contact the Counseling Center (735-4845).  It is important to contact the Center as soon as possible so that accommodations are implemented early in the semester.  

Marianist Characteristics of Education:
As a Marianist sponsored university we embrace the Five Characteristics of Marianist Education.  Specifically they are:
1.  Formation in Faith (we will not evangelize you but will give you tools to have a more adult understanding of your faith).
2. Adaptation and change(we do our best to always have the most up to date information and resources for you as well as be reasonably flexible).
3. Integral quality education (I promise to do my best to offer you an excellent course).
4. Family spirit (Chaminade University is an ohana where all are treated with respect).
5. Service, justice and peace (we will look at how each of us individually and collectively can do our part to be bearers of service, justice and peace).
GRADING
Attendance and participation=300 points
Individual Assignments 400 points total; 100 per paper.  Each paper is to be minimum of 2 pages of content, 12 point font, double spaced, turned in as a hard copy.  
Final Paper 300 points)  This paper is to be minimum of 10 pages content, double spaced, 12 point font.
Final Exam 100 points
1100-990=A		779-660=D
989-880=B			below 660=F
879-770=C

TEXT:
Business, Religion, and Spirituality edited by Oliver f. Williams, C.S.C.

Articles and other resources will be either given as handouts or a link provided in class for online reading. 

INDIVIDUAL ASSIGNMENTS AND PROJECTS
Format expectation is 12 point font, double spaced.  Use preferred style which must clearly indicated quoted materials and source.

SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS

August 26	Introduction to the course
           28	Text pages 1-28
           30	“                    “
September 2	Labor Day Holiday 
                 4	Essay #1 due:  What determines YOUR moral compass.  In class discussion
                 6	Text pages 31-75 (Materialism)
                 9
                11
                13
                16	Movie “Slum Dog Millionaire”
                18	“             “
                20	“             “
                23	Essay #2 due:  The Role of Materialism in Society
                25	Text pages 81-109
                27
                30	During these classes during which we will study
October      2	religious, philosophical and social ethics from a
                 4	Buddhist, Jewish, Muslim and Christian perspective
                 7	we will also watch videos about these faith 
                 9	traditions.  
                11
                14	Discovers Day holiday 
                16	Essay #3 due:  Describe the beliefs and traditions of the place you researched/visited.  Details will be given in class of aspects you are expected to cover.
                18	Continued sharing on essay #3
                21	Text pages 113-183 (Religion and secular society)
                23
                25
                28
                30
November   1
                 4
                 6
                 8
                11	Veterans Day holiday 
                13	Essay #4 due:  Can religion and business/secular society connect?  What are the advantages and disadvantages?
                15	Text pages 187-276 plus handouts on globalization
                18	and multi-culturalism
                20
                22
                25
                27
                29	Thanksgiving holiday
[bookmark: _GoBack]December   2	Final project, a ten page essay on a situation, real or fictional, of your choosing that has religious, philosophical and ethical dimensions.  Majority of the essay is to be your opinions and beliefs based upon what you have learned in this course and elsewhere.  
                 4
                 6
                12	Final exam 1:15-3:15PM
