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The American Civil War Era
Course Description:  A study of American history from 1815 to 1877, this course will examine the Age of Jackson, the growth of sectionalism, the Civil War, and Reconstruction. Topics will include, but are not limited to: the paradoxes of “father of the Democratic party” Andrew Jackson; Indian removal; Henry Clay’s “American System;” immigration and westward expansion; War with Mexico; the abolitionist movement and the escalating division between slave and non-slaveholding states; women’s suffrage; the evolution of political parties and the two-party system; the road to secession, including Compromise of 1850 and the Kansas-Nebraska Act; Abraham Lincoln; the Civil War; and Reconstruction.

Method of instruction will involve class discussion and lecture, augmented by occasional films and documentaries.  Class discussion will be based on weekly reading assignments and in-class activities.  Students are expected to come to class prepared and ready to discuss assigned readings.
Course Objectives:  After completing this course, students should be able to: understand the value of studying America’s history for personal, social, and intellectual uses; analyze and think critically about readings and clearly express their views; have a sturdy knowledge of the United States’ Civil War era and its relevance to other topics and fields; recognize various perspectives and how various cultures, ethnicities, races, groups and gender have influenced the development of the United States( understand the place of slavery in the economic and political development of the United States; describe the development of US political theory and institutions; assess the place of foreign powers during the United States’ internal crisis and the effects the country had on other nations; explain the root causes of the Civil War and the compelling arguments for the preservation of the union versus a state’s right to secede; assess the strengths of weaknesses of northern and southern armies; analyze the main challenges, successes and failures in reconstructing the union after the divisive war.
Required Text:  Michael Fellman, Lesley Gordon, Daniel Sutherland. This Terrible War: the Civil War and its Aftermath, 2nd ed.  Pearson Longman. 2008.

Course Requirements:


1. Read and prepare to discuss assigned chapters from course text.

2. Attend each class session and participate in classroom discussion, in-class exercises and quizzes


3. Write one term paper

4. Complete a mid-term and final exam
Grading:








Final Course Grade:


Attendance, participation, quizzes/exercises
25%



100-90%=A
Paper





25%



80-89% = B
Midterm




25%



70-79% = C

Final Exam




25%



60-69% = D











59 - 0% = F

Information about Course Requirements:

Reading: The course textbook is not "optional;" reading it is a requirement. Students are expected to read the assigned chapters for each week before class to prepare for discussion.
Attendance and participation:  It is important to be present at each class session since a significant portion of your grade is based on participation and attendance.  Contributing to discussion and absorbing material in the classroom setting is an integral part of the university academic experience.  Additionally, each class session will be guided by an outline containing the vital topics presented for discussion. These outlines, put together, serve as your study guide for each exam.  If you miss a class, you miss important information that will appear on the exam. If you do miss a class and wish to know what was covered that day, I advise you to connect with a classmate and borrow his or her notes.  As a set policy, I do not forward outlines presented in class.   


My experience has shown that students with excessive absences and/or who don't keep up with the reading have difficulty passing this class.

Quizzes and exercises:  Periodically, short quizzes and/or exercises will be given; sometimes they will be in-class, other times as take-home assignments. Questions will be drawn from readings and lecture. These quizzes are meant to serve as a gauge for you to measure what you have gleaned from the readings and discussion. By testing your comprehension of key ideas and events, the quizzes will assist you in preparing for the exams.  There are no make-ups for in-class activities/quizzes if you are absent.  Scores for these activities will be factored into your overall participation grade.
Exams:  There will be two exams.  Each exam will consist of a mixture of objective (multiple choice, for example) and subjective (essay) questions drawn from readings, lecture and discussion.   The outlines presented on screen at each class session will serve as exam study guides.

Missing an exam:  Missing an exam is strongly discouraged. If you must miss an exam due to an excusable absence, a make-up exam must be arranged.  It is imperative to let me know ahead of time if you will not be able to take the test on the designated date. Or, if you miss an exam unexpectedly for an excusable reason, email me as soon as possible afterwards.  Missing an exam because of an inexcusable absence, or failure to notify me within a reasonable time frame (i.e., 24 hours) may result in a zero.

For the final exam, however, there are no make-up opportunities. If you miss the final exam your grade for this test will be a zero.  

Papers:  Students will write one 8 to 10 page paper, typed, double spaced, with one inch margins.  Your paper is an opportunity to expound upon a topic addressed in class and should provide an analysis of a pertinent event, theme or concept of your choice. The paper must incorporate research and interpretation of material in the textbook, at least once secondary source outside the textbook, and at least one primary source.  All sources, including the course textbook, must be given proper citation using footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography.  Your paper topic must meet instructor’s approval by October 3.  A rough draft is due by November 19 and final copy is due December 5. 


Each student’s paper should be a succinct digest reflecting mastery of the material and skillful writing.  By distilling salient material from the textbook, discussion and outside research, students will not only have prepared themselves better for topics covered in each exam, but will have developed a solid foundation in their knowledge of America’s Civil War era.  

A note on plagiarism: In writing your papers, you must be particularly careful about plagiarism.  Plagiarism is either the deliberate or unintentional reproduction of words, phrases or ideas--whether you've paraphrased or copied verbatim--without proper citation or credit given.  If you want to use an author's exact words, put quotations around the segment and cite it. An idea that is not your own should also be cited.  Papers that contain segments copied verbatim from the text or have been plagiarized from another source---such as the internet or another book or another student--will receive a zero, with no option for a re-write.  So please be careful about this and submit only your own, original writing.

Academic Policies:
Academic honesty:  You are responsible for upholding honest academic practices.  Academic dishonesty might include receiving help or assisting--i.e., cheating--on an exam; revealing exam contents to other 
students; "collusion," which is turning in another person's work as your own or working with others by dividing tasks and submitting the written work as your own; and plagiarism.  Any violation of academic honesty will be evaluated and penalty will be imposed accordingly. 

Classroom manners:  As adults, students shouldn’t have to be reminded of this but the observance of basic classroom etiquette is expected.  Please be respectful of the learning environment and those around you. Eating, sleeping, chatting with your neighbor, surfing the ‘net, or texting during class sessions are not acceptable activities.  Laptops are to be used only for taking notes. Turn off cell phones. Please do not talk to others when the professor or another student has the floor as it is disrespectful and prevents others from hearing.  Unless you have notified me ahead of time, please refrain from packing up or leaving early, or arriving late, as such behaviors are both rude and extremely disruptive to the class. Accordingly, please visit the restroom before or after class, not during, unless an absolute emergency.

Office Hours:  Tuesdays and Thursdays, Henry Hall 208C immediately before or after class, by appointment.

Email: Students may feel free to e-mail me anytime to discuss questions about the course, assignments, or readings.  I check my email twice daily, and students can expect a response from me usually within 12 hours.  If you are submitting time-sensitive information, especially something with a due date, and you do not receive acknowledgement, save your original email and re-send if necessary (by forwarding). Sometimes emails do get "lost" in cyberland so don't assume that I received it. 
A final note... if you find yourself struggling in this course, be proactive and take action sooner than later. Come see me, organize study groups, stay caught up in your reading and assignments, take thorough notes, pay attention and ask questions if you are unclear about a topic. Don't wait until the last minute, or "after the fact," to seek assistance or guidance!
COURSE SCHEDULE
Week 1:  August 27 & 29

Introduction to the antebellum age; Jackson









Reading: Prologue & chapter 1



Week 2: September 3 & 5

Indian Removal and Slavery






Reading: chapter 1




Week 3:  September 10 & 12

“Age of Perfection;” Jacksonian Era’s end


 





Reading: chapter 1
Week 4:  September 17 & 19

Antebellum America; the slavery dilemma & compromises



   


Reading: chapter 1 & 2

Week 5:  September 24 & 26

More compromises; bleeding Kansas; Road to civil war; Lincoln






Reading: chapter 2



 

Week 6: October 1 & 3


The Civil War: the first weeks


 
Reading: chapter 3, through p 94


Ken Burns' The Civil War





PAPER TOPIC DUE Oct 3
Week 7:  October 8 & 10

The Civil War: the first weeks


 
Reading: chapter 3, through p 94







MIDTERM  Thursday Oct 10
Week 8:  October 15 & 17

The Civil War: first battle: Bull Run and beyond; foreign affairs






Reading: chapter 3, from p 94





The Civil War: middle years: Antietam and Emancipation 

    




Reading: chapters 4 & 5 
Week 9: October 22 & 24

GLORY


Week 10:  October 29 & 31

The Civil War: middle years and soldiers' experience







Reading: chapters  6 & 7
Week 11:  November 5 & 7

Lincoln and the northern experience; Gettysburg
     







Reading: chapter 8






The end of the War


     




Reading: chapter 9
Week 12:  November 12 & 14

Assessing Lincoln and the 13th Amendment: LINCOLN
Week 13:  November 19 & 21

Reconstruction : repairing the Union
     




Reading: chapter 10 & 11






PAPER ROUGH DRAFT DUE Nov 19

Week 14:  November 26 

Reconstruction: the southern experience
     




Reading: chapter 11
    
    November 28


No Class: Happy Thanksgiving

Week 15:  December 3 & Dec 5 
End of Reconstruction

     
     




Reading: chapter 12 & Epilogue







PAPER DUE Dec 5
Week 16:  December 11
      

FINAL EXAM 
    
 Wednesday 8:30-10:30am

***Schedule subject to change***

