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                          Chaminade University

Critical Thinking

Course number Philosophy 103-1
Fall semester, 26 August to 12 December, 2013

Meeting times: Tuesdays and Thursdays; 2:30 to 3:50 PM; H 104

First day of class: Tuesday, 27 August

Last day of instruction: Thursday, 5 December

Final Exam: Wednesday, 11 December, 1:15 PM

Instructor: K.D. McMahon

Office: By appointment, H 206

kenneth.mcmahon@adjunct.chaminade.edu 

B.A. Double majors in Philosophy and English Literature

M.A. Master's in Psychology

MA. Master's in Philosophy

I have been teaching courses on Logic, Critical Thinking, Introduction to Philosophy, as well as Introduction to Humanities, and various Psychology courses for several years.  In addition, I am the co-author of the 14th Edition of Introduction to Logic.

Text
The Power of Critical Thinking: Effective Reasoning About Ordinary and Extraordinary Claims Third Ed. by Lewis Vaughn, Oxford University Press. ISBN: 978-0-19-985667-1.

This is the textbook we will be using.

Other Course Materials Supplemental materials will be made available.

Catalogue Description 

PH 103 Critical Thinking

Designed to be more than a study of non-formal reasoning methods, the course includes but is not limited to the study of logical fallacies. Assembling approaches from analytic philosophy, literary theory and cultural studies, the course models the rhetorical dimension of language and discourse. The course is useful for those who want to think, write and speak in a clear and straightforward manner.
Course Learning Objectives and Outcomes

Students should gain a basic understanding of, appreciation for, and skill in, the principles and techniques of critical thinking. The primary goals of the course include an increase in the reasoning power of the student, as shown by the ability to critique arguments, recognize inconsistencies and detect logical fallacies, and construct arguments according to demonstrably valid inference patterns. In addition, the student should acquire an improvement in the ability to think rationally, as measured by the ability to process information and solve problems of a logical nature. These outcomes will be demonstrated both by progress on the assignments, as well as by performance on objective tests, on which students will have an opportunity to exhibit their competence. 

Furthermore, the less we think critically, the more others will attempt to think and make decisions for us--and seldom in our best interests. Thus, critical thinking is also tool that enables us to defend ourselves from the manipulative tactics and rhetoric seen in daily life, as it enables us to perform critical evaluations of evidence. As such, it is an important element in the development of individual potential, allowing us to be more autonomous.

On a practical level, this course will concentrate on skills essential for living as an educated adult. These are the skills to think, read and listen critically, to reason correctly, and to write and speak clearly.  

The primary aim of this course is to provide students with the opportunity to understand some of the fundamental techniques of critical and analytical thinking. The secondary aim is to help students realize the relevance of rational thought to everyday life. 

This includes an introduction to the disciplines of deductive and inductive logic, understanding the perception process and the role of assumptions, emotional influences, and the different functions of language. In addition, scientific method, inferential statistics and probability, and rational choice theory will all be considered.

Students will:

· Read philosophical texts, in order to analyze their arguments and evaluate their answers to the questions of the course 
· Become familiar with major philosophical problems and the methods of dealing them
· Acquire an initial command of philosophical language
· Understand how philosophical concepts can help  one to understand practical dilemmas 
· Express their ideas through arguments, both verbal and written, which present reasons for holding their beliefs 
Structure of the Course

The course is organized by the week, with readings, discussions, or other assignments.

Course Requirements

Discussion and Participation

Active participation in class discussions and activities is expected.  prepare for class discussions by reading and reflecting upon the selections before class.  The objective of our class discussion is to explore related issues that go beyond the selection.  Questions posed to the class invite everyone to evaluate the significance or validity of the work in a larger context. Listen to other participants carefully and respond to them directly, but respectfully.  You will not be expected simply to supply the ‘correct answer’, or agree with the instructor, or master a set of information. 

Weekly Activities

Chapters in the textbook, as well as additional material, to be read.  Due dates to be provided. 

As your instructor, I will be facilitating class discussions by asking discussion questions and clarifying issues when needed. 

Assignments and mode of evaluation

Your grade will be based upon 

1. In-class discussion and participation
2. Assignments
3. Mid-term and final exams
STEP 1. READ THE ASSIGNMENT

Complete the reading assignment before the class for which it is assigned. Don’t worry about not understanding everything perfectly the first time. 

Keep notes on the major themes of the reading.

Think of good questions to get the conversation going in class.

Expect and plan to re-read the assignment.

STEP 2. IN-CLASS PARTICIPATION 

Bring your book and mind to class.

Be prepared to offer possible topics for discussion at the beginning of class.

Speak up.

Listen to others patiently; do not judge them by superficial qualities (appearance, accent, clothing, etc.), but try to understand what they are saying.

Respond to your fellow students.

Participation Points

You do not earn participation points by merely showing up. A student must demonstrate familiarity with the readings, participate in class discussions and activities, and conduct themselves appropriately.  Participation points may be withheld at the discretion of the instructor for any conduct, including, but not limited to:

 Doing homework in class

 Not reading assigned material

 Being disruptive

 Arriving late

 Leaving early

 Cell phone/pagers going off during class

 Inappropriate use of laptops in classroom

 Use of cellulars in class

 Disruptive or disrespectful behavior

Participation Grading Criteria

Participation is graded on individual and group contributions to class discussions. The development of oral skills is given a high priority in this course. The classroom should be considered a laboratory in which a student can test their ability to convince their peers of the correctness of their approach.

Some of the characteristics of effective class participation are:

1. Points are made relevant to the discussion in terms of increasing everyone's understanding.

2. Comments take into consideration the ideas offered by others earlier in the class. The best contributions tend to be those, which reflect, not only excellent preparation, but good listening, and interpretative and integrative skills as well.

3. Comments show evidence of a thorough reading and analysis of the course material.

4. Comments distinguish among different kinds of data; that is, facts, opinions, assumptions, and inferences.

5. Comments show a willingness to test new ideas.

6. Participant is willing to interact with other class members by asking questions or challenging conclusions.

Outstanding Contributor Contributions in class reflect thorough preparation. Ideas offered are usually substantive; provides one or more major insights, as well as direction for the class. Arguments, when offered, are well substantiated and persuasively presented. If this person were not a member of the class, the quality of the discussions would be diminished significantly.

Good Contributor Contributions in class reflect thorough preparation. Ideas offered are usually substantive, provides good insights and sometimes direction for the class discussion. Arguments, when presented, are generally well substantiated and are often persuasive. If this person were not a member of the class, the quality of the discussion would be diminished.

Adequate Contributor Contributions in class reflect satisfactory preparation. Ideas offered are sometimes substantive, provide generally useful insights, but seldom offers a major new direction for the discussion. Arguments are sometimes presented, and are fairly well substantiated and sometimes persuasive. If this person were not a member of the class, the quality of the discussions would be somewhat diminished.

Non-participant This person has said little or nothing in this class. Hence, there is no adequate basis for evaluation. If this person were not a member of the class, the quality of the discussions would not be affected.

Unsatisfactory Contributor Contribution in class reflects inadequate or non-existent preparation. Ideas offered are seldom substantive, and provide few, if any, insights, and rarely provide a constructive direction for the class discussion. Integrative comments and effective arguments are completely absent. Class contributions are, at best, efforts to make isolated, obvious, or confusing points. If this person were not a member of the class, valuable class time would be saved.

Instructor’s Feedback

I will read and comment upon your assignments and grade your exams. 

Course Evaluation

Your final course grade will be determined according to the following criteria: 
Participation Points:   15 points (1 point per week, over 15 weeks.) 

Mid-term: approx. 14 Oct. 30 points

Final exam: Wed, 11 Dec.  30 points
Assignments: (Weekly)     25 points
   A Excellent performance. Work is exemplary and worthy of emulation. Student is in full attendance and constructively contributes to the learning environment. Student extrapolates and synthesized concepts at a significant level. Has unusually sharp insight into material and initiates thoughtful questions. Sees many sides of an issue. Articulates well and writes logically and clearly. Integrates ideas previously learned from this and other disciplines; anticipates next steps in progression of ideas. 

      B Above average performance. All assignments are complete and exhibit understanding. Grasps subject matter at a level considered to be good to very good. Participates actively in class discussion. Writes and speaks well. Accomplishes more than the minimum requirements. Produces high quality work.

C Average performance. Demonstrates a satisfactory comprehension of the subject matter. Accomplishes only the minimum requirements, and displays little or no initiative.  Communicates orally and in writing at an acceptable level for a college student. Has an acceptable understanding of all basic concepts. "C" work represents average work. A student receiving a "C" has met the requirements, including deadlines, of the course.  

 D
Below-average performance. Demonstrates understanding at the most rudimentary level, but not an acceptable meeting of course objectives. Quality and quantity of work is below average and barely acceptable. "D" work is passing by a slim margin. 

 F
Work is unsatisfactory. Characterized by incompleteness, lateness, and lack of understanding of the basic course materials. "F" work does not qualify the student to progress to more advanced level of course work. 

  I = Incomplete. Most work for the course has been submitted. Through prior arrangement with the faculty member, the student has agreed to submit the remaining work within a specified period, not to exceed the amount of time prescribed by University policy. 

       W = Withdrawal. 

Grading 

90-100--A; 80-89--B; 70-79--C; 60-69--D; less than 60--F. These represent percentages.  A letter grade might be combined with a "+" or a "-" in some borderline instances. 

Withdrawal or Incomplete Procedure 
If your military and/or family responsibilities are interfering with your ability to complete the course of study, you can request an Incomplete (I). If a request for an “I” is not made, the grade given at the end of the course will be the grade earned to-date.  

No one has ever flunked a course with me unless they stopped attending or failed to do the assignments.  I'm here to help you, so if you have any questions or difficulties, do not hesitate to communicate with me.

Assignment submissions and make-up work 
If you miss an exam, then e-mail me or come see me as soon as possible.  No alternate arrangements for the taking of exams will be made, unless requested under ADA guidelines and accompanied by the appropriate documentation.

Absences will not be excused without documentation justifying the absence. ‘Documented’ means an official, original letter signed by a licensed medical practitioner if there is a medical emergency.  You are responsible for all material covered in class, whether you are present or not.
Class rules and policies 

Digital communications are not permitted in our classroom.  Please use common sense and be considerate of others.  Cellular phones must be turned off while class is in session. If you are expecting an important phone call or page, please select the vibrating alert mode on your cell phone or pager. When your call comes in, leave the classroom to answer it. Text messaging during class time is not allowed.  Infractions of these rules will not be tolerated.  You are not in high school: no sleeping or chatting with your neighbors during class. Conduct including, but not limited to, arriving late, leaving early, use of cellulars while in class, using laptops for activities unrelated to class activities, listening to music, disrespectful behavior, or anything deemed disruptive will result in removal from the classroom.
In the classroom the following will not be tolerated:

• Harmful, threatening, libelous, or abusive content

• Profanity of any kind

· Copyright infringement or violation of patent, trademark, proprietary information, or confidentiality agreements 
· Plagiarism 
• Misrepresentation of identity through alteration of e-mail names

· Posting unsolicited advertisements to public meetings or private inboxes 
•Transferring computer viruses or other code that disrupts or interferes with other users' use of the online environment or personal computers, systems, or networks

Users who are in violation of the terms listed above are subject to the following sanctions:

• Student may be placed on disciplinary probation.

• Student may be suspended from a class in which the student disrupted the learning environment.

· In the case of academic dishonesty in the form of plagiarism, the student will receive, at minimum, an "F" or zero points for the assignment that was plagiarized, including essays, examinations, term papers, projects, and theses.
FORMS OF ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 

The definition and classification of academic dishonesty include:

A. Cheating 

1. The intentional use of or attempted use of unauthorized assistance,  materials, information, and/or study aids in any academic exercise.

2. The act of collaborating and working together on any academic exercise (without the approval of the instructor) which is similar in appearance, content, and form so as to create doubt as to whether the work was truly the product of individualized effort.
3. Examples of cheating include but are not limited to:

a. giving or receiving unauthorized assistance during examinations;
b. submitting assignments that appear to be so similar in appearance, content, and form to an assignment submitted by another person that it could not have been independently produced.

B. Plagiarism 

1. The deliberate use or reproduction of ideas, words, or statements of another as one's own without proper acknowledgment or citation.

2. Examples of plagiarism include but are not limited to:

a. using verbatim or paraphrased text without proper citation

b. paraphrasing so as to mislead the reader regarding the source

c. submitting, without permission, the same written or oral material in more than one course

d. obtaining research data from another individual or source but presenting it as one's own.

C. Facilitating Academic Dishonesty 

Intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to help another to commit an act or acts of academic dishonesty as defined in this policy.

D. Fabrication 

1. The intentional and unauthorized falsifying or inventing of any information or citation in an academic exercise or University document.

2. Examples of fabrication include but are not limited to:

a. falsifying data or signatures on an official University document (e.g., registration form, college record, or transcript);

b. misrepresenting a fact in order to obtain a course exemption, waiver, or withdrawal.

PROCEDURES FOR DISHONESTY CASES 

Penalties 

Instructors may elect to assess one of the following penalties:

1. Require the student to redo the academic exercise or do a new academic exercise.

2. Give the student an “F” for the academic exercise and permit it to be redone.

3. Give the student an “F” for the course.

4. Remand the case to the appropriate dean for disposition. That dean may impose one of the foregoing penalties or remand the case to the academic dean.
In case of emergency

Campus Security Numbers: 735-4792 or 690-2301
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