Chaminade University in Honolulu
Syllabus for SPAN101:  Beginning Spanish I
Fall, 2013

Welcome to Beginning Spanish I.  This course teaches students to understand basic written and spoken Spanish, and to communicate information on basic topics both through writing and speaking.  You will also become familiar with some of the Spanish-speaking cultures and customs.  I hope that you grow to appreciate this beautiful language as much as I do, and that your efforts in learning Spanish will benefit you through new friendships, and career and travel opportunities.

Profesora:		Karmela Quiroga-Verhaaf 
Available:		T, TH 6:50-7:30 pm by appointment or aftger class every class
Office Phone:  	
E-mail:		yo.amoespanol@yahoo.com 
Class Meetings:	T, TH 5:30-6:50 pm 

Required Textbooks: Not requier - Supplemental Materials used by instructor include, internet videos, etc 

Material: Composition notebook, small dictionary, bue or black pen, index cards


PLACEMENT: SPAN101 no previous study or exposure to Spanish.  We start with "the present, near future, reflexive and preterite" and "Imperfect" and learn to talk and write about the topics listed below in the course objectives.  Students who have studied Spanish in high school, or who spoke Spanish at home, or who have lived in Spanish-speaking countries, are encouraged to take the Spanish Placement Oral Test with Instructor. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This is the First semester of a two-course introduction to written and spoken Spanish and various aspects of Spanish-speaking cultures.  Some  previous knowledge of the language is assumed.

COURSE OBJECTIVES: Students will study and actively practice introductory conversations, numbers, expressing likes and preferences, telling time, forming questions, and talking about university life and studies, the family, clothing and shopping, pastimes and travel.  The instructor will introduce new concepts, discuss strategies for language learning, present listening opportunities through video, on-line listening materials, and music, and will create situations in which students must use Spanish to communicate with their instructor, their peers, and with native speakers of Spanish. 



STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:  By the end of the course, students will be able to:
1,	use phrases of common courtesy appropriately
2.	describe people, places, and things, in the different past tenses
3.	talk about the weather, their classes, families, homes, possessions, preferences, 
abilities, hobbies, domestic activities, occupations, plans, and obligations.  
4.	ask and answer questions concerning frindship, shopping, traveling, age, 
nationalities, countries, the time of day, dates, addresses, and phone numbers.  
5.	be familiar with the location and various aspects of Spanish-speaking cultures.

GENERAL EDUCATION OUTCOMES
General Education Requirement:   This course is classified under the  Communication Skills Theme and meets the requirement for a course in  Communication Skills B: Communication Contexts.

General Education Student Learning Outcomes and the Five Themes: General education curriculum is focused around five themes. This course emphasizes the Communication Skills Theme and provides students with opportunities to achieve the following related general education student learning outcomes: 
· Students will demonstrate critical reasoning in organizing their thoughts, feelings, concepts and information in Spanish for effective, clear, and accurate oral and written communication.  
· Students will compare, contrast, and interact with various communications contexts in Spanish, such as intrapersonal, interpersonal, small group, public, and mass communication. (Students will learn to use Spanish to reflect on their own thoughts and experiences, to communicate in one-to-one conversations, small group discussions, and class presentations.  Students will also read authentic materials in print and on the world wide web, and listen to a variety of accents in conversations, group discussions, and formal presentations using both audio and video media). 
· Students will analyze the way people communicate within and across cultures, genders, generations, and organizations and develop skills in communicating in Spanish across these domains. (Students will develop skills in communicating in Spanish with people from a variety of cultures, with men and women, with older and younger interlocutors, using both formal and informal registers).  

The course also addresses the World Cultures theme and provides students with opportunities to achieve the following related general education student learning outcome:
·  Students will engage with and develop skills to interpret various manifestations of cultures of the Spanish-speaking world including verbal and visual texts, institutions, behavior, and performance.  



EXAMS:   Each exam will cover the current chapter but also could use vocabulary and grammar concepts from previous chapters.  The skills of reading, writing, listening and grammar are tested in written form where students must produce Spanish vocabulary, sentences, dialogs and paragraphs.  Exams 2 and 3 include a speaking component.  The final is comprehensive.  


TENTATIVE SCHEDULE:
Lección	         Dates				Exam Date
Lección 1, 2 &3	Sep.24			      T. Sep. 24
Lección 4&5	         Oct. 29      			T. Oct. 29
Reseach Presentations				by appoitment 
Lección 6	          Nov. 19 			Tue. Nov. 19


FINAL EXAM:  Dec. ________________________
NOTICE:  No early finals will be given. Please make travel reservations AFTER Dec. ___

[bookmark: _GoBack]Other Important Dates:
Thanksgiving Day/ Dia de Accion de Gracias ___________________

EVALUATION:  Your course grade will be calculated as follows:
Participation/Classwork	   10%	
Homework Assignments	   10%	In general, grades will be assigned 
	   	according to this scale:
Conversation                            14%	93 - 100%= A
Three (3) Tests at 14% each	   42%	90 -   92%= A-
Comprehensive Final Exam  14%	87 -   89%= B+
Passport Project Presentation10%	83 -   86%= B				
		80 -   82%= B-			
		77 -   79%= C+
	73 -   76%= C					70 -   72%= C-					67 -   69%= D+					60 -   66%= D				
	below 60%=F Spanish class /CH A to F

CONVERSATION PARTNER:  Because it is important for you to have a conversation in Spanish with a partner on a regular basis, you are required to practice what you have learned in class – every class - to converse in Spanish with a compañero de conversación for 15 to 20 minutes-in class. The instructor will review and might record your conversaciones weekly and will creat a report documenting your progress. During the conversation sessions, you are to use the Spanish you have been learning in class to converse with your compañero/a.  The instructor also may ask you to work on pronunciation.  The compañeros are not allowed to help you with written assignments.  No make up for missed conversation sessions is allowed, and students will receive credit for ONE conversation each time only (although you may find it helpful to have meetings outside of class with a compañero/a more often).  Please come prepare to class eith at least 12 written questions in the target language. The number of questions might changed.

PRESENTATION PROJECT:  You will work alone to research any topic related to the subject and the Spanish speaking world, ex: country in the Spanish-speaking world and at least three travel destinations there.  You will complete a passport travel guide (model provided on handout) and share your research with the class (in Spanish).  The project includes presentation and 1 pg. paper in Spanish at this level with MLA format.



POLICIES AND PROCEDURES:
Attendance and Punctuality:  In order to learn a foreign language, you need to interact in the language on a regular basis.  Therefore, your attendance is very important.  Since some illnesses or personal emergencies can happen to anyone, you are allowed THREE absences during the semester.  Beginning with the 4th absence, every time you are absent, your Participation/Classwork grade will be lowered 1%.  Every time you are tardy or leave class early (after 3 absences or 6 tardies or a combination of absences and tardies), you will lose 0.5%.  In order not to be marked tardy, you must be sitting in your seat at the time class begins and stay for the entire class period.  Since you are given three discretionary absences, the instructor will not distinguish between excused and unexcused absences.  Save your absences for times that you are truly sick or have an emergency! 

Preparedness:  You are expected to come to class prepared. Ready to speak spanish, write and read. Do the homework for each day and bring it to class the next day.  Homework sometimes will be checked in class or will be collected by the instructor and graded.  Bring your textbook to every class meeting.  Occasionally you will also be asked to write short compositions in Spanish.

Participation:  In order to receive a good grade in participation, you must show a willingness to participate in class activities.  There are several ways in which you can show such willingness.  Speak Spanish as much as possible to your classmates as well as to your instructor.  If you and your partner finish an oral assignment before the rest of the class finishes, continue conversing -- in Spanish!  Ask questions (preferably in Spanish) about the grammar, vocabulary, etc.

Make-up Work: Assignments will only be accepted ONE class period late and will receive a one letter grade lower than if it had been turned in on time.  No make-ups will be allowed for quizzes, project presentations, or conversation partner visits.

Make-up Exams: Make-up tests will be arranged only if you contact the instructor within 24 hours of the exam time with a valid excuse (doctor’s note or police report for a car accident).  

Academic Honesty:  Students are expected to do their own work at all times.  This includes not asking friends and conversation partners to read or correct written assignments.  Cheating on a test or assignment will result in a zero (0) for that test or assignment.  The student(s) involved may also be referred to the Academic Dean for disciplinary action.  Please read Chaminade Polices -Academic misconduct undermines the integrity of the university, the degrees it awards, and contaminates the learning environment. Consequently, the instructor and CHU take instances of academic misconduct seriously. It’s the student’s responsibility to read, understand and follow CHU’s policy regarding academic misconduct. Any student who violates this policy will be penalized in accordance with established sanctions and procedures as specified in this CHU policy document.

