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RE 460 BUDDHISM (3)
Fall Day Online:  August 26 – December 12, 2013
COURSE SYLLABUS

Instructor:  Dr. Malia D. Wong, O.P.		Course Hours:  Online	
Office Hours:  by appointment		Phone:  (808) 676-1452
Email: mwong2@chaminade.edu (use internal mail in eCollege for all course 	related communications)				
eCollege Website:  www.chaminade.ecollege.com
eCollege Help:  For help with technical questions contact helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com
[image: Syllabus - Work Units]eCollege Account Support:  contact jnakason@chaminade.edu.

[bookmark: _top]COURSE OVERVIEW


REQUIREMENTS
Catalog Description:  
This course will explore the basic teaching of Buddhist religions through the historical development of early Buddhism and the major three branches of Theravada, Mahayana and Vajrayana. The major concepts of truth, happiness versus suffering, and interconnection of all beings will be critically discussed to illustrate the significant meaning of various types of relationships and the objectives of purposeful living. Buddhist and Catholic understandings of social issues like peace and justice will be compared and analyzed. 

Orientation:
This study is presented in a way that examines the essential foundations of Buddhism, its philosophy and lived expression.  It explores the cross-cultural diversity within the unity of Buddhism through the different practices of Buddhist rituals in Eastern and Western countries.  In addition, it includes periods of guided self-reflection through the exploration of Buddhist practices used for interior cultivation toward more purposeful living.

Prerequisites:  RE 103, RE 205, or RE 211. Fulfills Global Awareness course requirement. This course may not be used to satisfy the 300-level Religious Studies General Education Core requirement.  Offered annually.

Required Texts: 
1. Gill Farrer-Halls, The Illustrated Encyclopedia of Buddhist Wisdom: A Complete Introduction to the Principles and Practices of Buddhism, Theosophical Publishing House, IL, 2000.  ISBN  0-8356-0785-0 .
2. Moon, Susan, Not Turning Away: The Practice of Engaged Buddhism, Shambhala, Mass., 2004.  ISBN 978-1-59030-103-6 
3. Rothberg, Donald, The Engaged Spiritual Life: A Buddhist Approach to Transforming Ourselves and the World, Beacon Press, Mass., 2006.  ISBN: 978-0-8070-7725-2

Supplementary Materials/External Links and Readings:  *See those posted under the Course Home for each week, as well as on the Discussion board. 

Library:  Chaminade library (www.chaminade.edu/library) 

Methodology:  Instruction is through online discussions and other material as posted on eCollege. The role of the instructor in a course that operates in an online environment is to facilitate and invite discussion. The instructor will present additional material not in the text or assigned readings, clarify material contained in the text and encourage students to engage in critical thinking. 

Students will be expected to participate in the online discussions and to share insights and questions with one another. Because the class requires personal interaction, students are expected to respect one another’s opinions and ideas. 
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COURSE INFORMATION


COURSE OBJECTIVES

Student Learning Outcomes

General Education Learning Outcomes
1. Demonstrate an understanding of Catholic theology, its historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions.
2. Demonstrate a capacity to articulate the fundamental questions of ultimate meaning that will intellectually and spiritually engage them throughout their lives.

Program Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course students will demonstrate an understanding of:
2.   Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;
4.   the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, 	social justice and peace;
6.	the uniqueness of Hawai’i and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious 	traditions.

Course Learning Outcomes
Students will be also able to:
· Identify the essential teaching and practices of Buddhism (PLO 2);
· Compare and contrast Buddhist concepts of truth and purposeful living to their own faith (GELO 2; PLO 2,6);
· Demonstrate knowledge of cross-cultural aspects of Buddhist-Christian dialogue (GELO 1; PLO 2,6);
· Apply Buddhist teaching and moral values to make a difference in communities through service or research (GELO 2; PLO 4)

Service-Learning General Outcomes linked to this course are:
· Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between academic work and real-life situations.
· Demonstrate an understanding of and commitment to their role in issues of public concern.

Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity
The five Characteristics of Marianist Education are:
· Educate for formation in faith;
· Provide an integral quality education;
· Educate for family spirit;
· Educate for service, justice and peace; and
· Educate for adaptation and change.
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Through reflecting on these themes in this class, students will be encouraged to nurture relationships with others of different beliefs and cultural practices; learn to analyze cross-culturally the diversity of Buddhist rituals in comparison to their own faith; develop acceptance of diversity in unity; grow in making a difference for people with special needs; and become more accepting of differences in bringing about a more peaceful world.
                       

Attendance:  Attendance consists of weekly collaborative participation in the online learning experiences.  Students who miss two consecutive weeks of class, prior to the withdrawal deadline, may be withdrawn from class by the instructor.  

Homework:  This course is organized into 15 sessions. Students should plan to spend approximately 3 hours per week online exploring and examining internet sites and related materials, reading and responding to weekly discussion questions, and completing online assignments.  In addition, you should plan to spend an equal amount of time offline, reading the text, researching, and reflecting over course concepts. 

Discussion Forums - 3 Responses/Week:  A substantial portion of the final grade is based on online participation in the Discussion Forum.  Discussion forum posts must be completed by the dates outlined below.  Points will be deducted for late posts.

Overview of Course Week:  Our course week extends from Sunday through Saturday.  Each Sunday, announcements and supplementary resources for the upcoming week are posted in the “Course Home” section.  Course activities follow a recurring format throughout the term.   Typically, weekly course activities adhere to the format below:   

	Sunday 
	Weekly course content posted and criteria

	by Wednesday (midnight)
	First post due.  Students compose and post own in-depth response to the discussion. 

	by Friday (midnight)
	Second post due.  Students build on class discussion by responding with an affirmation, agreement, request for clarification, or explanation of personal disagreement at least one classmate’s post.

	by Saturday (midnight)
	Third post due.  Students responding to the questions, comments or observations other students have posted in response to your contribution to the discussion.

	by Saturday (midnight)
	Quizzes to be completed.  All other assignments; papers, etc. due as specified below. 

	Due Date (four days later)   
	Graded assignments (paper, projects) are scored and returned.



In addition to checking at least once a day for notes, etc, the main days the instructor will be checking online are Sunday; Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday (for discussion forum/ quizzes, etc.)  

Qualitative Participation:  Qualitative participation consists not in simply the number of times a note is posted, but by the overall degree of intellectual engagement you demonstrate in:
1. supporting your comments with more than personal opinion. Use cited references or quotes; cited internet research information or other credible resources. 
2. utilizing fair and balanced comments, even if you are in disagreement.
3. using meaningful comments to contribute to the discussion by bringing new insights, experiences or perceptions that enrich the understanding of the subject.  Examples of comments that do not contribute meaningfully to a discussion include: "good job," "I agree," "I wish I had thought of that," "I like/don't like your paragraph," and-so-forth.  



[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQ91KQtbFo23cCErEiuQNSNpz752jAA9U8yz2A39_qhstMFQaO0]Group Book Chapter Reviews   Three (3) Group Book Chapter Reviews are to be submitted on the dates found on the Course Schedule.  In your group, share the following on the three readings you chose:  What are your responses to the authors’ ideas on the subjects and social situations discussed in the chapter essays? Was there anything you would have done (reacted to) differently?  And, “Like It”: Share a favorite quote, line or phrase from one of the readings.

Quizzes:  Three online quizzes over reading content can be found on the ecollege site.

Journal (Practice Log):  From the opening meditations, reflections or the practices assigned, keep a log of how the experiences went for you.  You may write these under the “Journal” tab, or by simply posting a reflection under the “Practices” tab found under the “Discussion” for the week.  A cumulative 8 posts in either space will be credited at the end of the term with 100 points.

Research Projects:  There are two (2) research required in the course. Research projects are intended to provide an opportunity for you to demonstrate competence in the learning outcomes listed above, through reflection upon the meaning and implications of the material covered in the course.  

1. Group Midterm Research Presentation:   Chado, Shodo, Kodo &… Due Week 7.
The culture of Buddhism has given rise to many of the arts such as:  chado (way of tea); shodo (way of writing- calligraphy); kodo (way of flower arranging); aikido (way of harmony); haiku writing, etc.  Choose one of the arts to explore with your group and prepare a classroom presentation via video or powerpoint to demonstrate or teach it to the class. Presentation time 7-10 minutes; 17-25 slides (approximation).
Keypoints:
a. Introduce the art and its origins (founder; branch of Buddhist influence, etc.) 
b. Share why you chose this topic
c. Demonstrate the art form explaining its various parts and the significance of it as an art for contemporary practice
d. Conclusion

2.	Research Project:  Buddhism and Social Ethics   Due Week 13.
The purpose of this 8-10 page double-spaced typed research project, is for students to creatively apply knowledge from the classroom to real life experience. 

Students are to:
1. identify a social area (topic) of personal interest or ethical concern in the world today;
2. formulate questions of research interest that aim to understand how the essential concepts of Buddhism may have impacted social ethics and contributed toward peace and justice in our communities;
3. look around first, at your own local community (then outside of it to the larger global or universal community) to identify an influential Buddhist (or group of Buddhists) who may be working to address this topic or concern;
4. conduct a live interview, find publications, or use internet search engines to locate reliable background information on the person/s and his/her/their current involvement in addressing your topic.  (Maybe to view some links on them and their cause; or reading from their writings…);
5. employ journalistic style to present your findings with the minimum of .
	a. introduction to the topic; 
	b..interview with the person/s; and 
	c. personal conclusion.  
*Up to two pages worth of space may be used for pictures, graphs, etc.
6. Remember to use citations and quotations for any references you use.
7. Attach a list of all of the works cited and, any additional ones consulted.
Assignments and papers, must be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font only with 1 inch margins with required and appropriate citations using a consistent style.
If using WordPerfect, files must be converted to Microsoft Word document or html format.
Examination:  There is one examination administered during the course, the Final Examination. No make-up examinations will be allowed for the Final Examination. 
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Excellence in this course requires not only academic mastery of the course content and meeting the qualitative and quantitative criteria, but also personal reflection upon the academic issues raised in the course.  
Learning Outcome Assessment
Student’s work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussions, videos, research and outside class activities;
· critical application and accuracy of content;
· thoroughness of answers in reflective assignments and essays;
· continuing development of understanding.

Grade Calculation
	Item
	Quantity
	Points Available
	% of Grade

	Online Participation / Discussion Forums
	15 forums
	400
	40%

	Quizzes
	3
	150
	15%

	Journal (Practice Log)
	8
	50
	5%

	Group Book Chapter Reviews
	3
	100
	10%

	Midterm
	1
	100
	10%

	Research Paper
	1 
	100
	10%

	Final Exam
	1
	100
	10%

	
	Total:
	1000
	100%

	Extra Credit
	
	100
	5%



Your grade is calculated using the following scale:
A: 90-100%; B: 80-89%; C: 70-79%; D: 60-69%; F: 0-60%

A =  Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.
B =  Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.
C =  Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter.
D =  Inferior work/the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work. 
F =  Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given.

The instructor reserves the right to adjust the point scale in the event that fewer assignments are required of the students because of adequate demonstration of knowledge. The percentage will remain the same.

Deadlines:  Students are expected to assume responsibility for knowing, observing and meeting assignment deadlines as described in the course schedule. Points will be deducted for late posts and assignments (e.g. if the first post is not up by Wednesday 11:59PM, and the second post by Friday (11:59PM) unless properly excused. 
It is the students' responsibility to provide the instructor with verifiable documentation for any extraordinary circumstances that prevent the submission of assignments on time, and to present a plan to complete missed deadlines and/or assignments missed to the instructor for approval.   
Extra-Credit Service Learning Paper:   Due Week 14. Up to 45 points can be earned (3 points/1 hour) of community service rendered (regular volunteer service not applicable).  Submit a 3-5 page paper detailing the description of community service performed (include place, date, number of hours, sponsoring organization, activity performed) along with your personal reflection over the experience (what you learned from it, etc. in relation to this class).  

Students who have more than two weeks of non-participation, fail to submit assignments or comply with other requirements, are advised to withdraw from the course in order to avoid a final course grade of "F."  Grades of "Incomplete" will only be given in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances.
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COURSE SCHEDULE




	Date
	Content
	Reading and Assignments 

	Part I:
	Historical Development and Fundamental Principles
	

	Week 1
August 26
	Introduction

Film:  Buddhism



	 Welcome to RE 460 
Readings:
Farrer-Halls (FH), Introduction p. 8-19
Supplementary Resources (as found on Discussion board)
Assignment:
1)  Write an Introduction to yourself.  Post under “Introductions” by August 29th 
2)  Take online pre-test
3)  Discussion 1: Post your individual response by August 31st  to the following:
a. Share a short response or commentary to the readings and video clips

	Week 2
Sept. 1



	How Buddhism Developed


	Readings:
FH Chapter 1
Rothberg- Chapt. 1
Assignment:
1)  DF (Discussion Forum)
2)  Share any other short response, commentary or questions to the readings and video clips
Practice:
Calm Meditation – FH p. 101

	Week 3
Sept. 8
	Buddhist Principles
Precepts- Ethical Practices
*Quiz



	Readings: 
FH- Chapt. 2
Rothberg- Chapt. 2
Assignment:
1)  DF (Discussion Forum)
2)  Share any other short response, commentary or questions to the readings and video clips
3)  Quiz #1:  Vocabulary    
Practice:
Insight Meditation – FH p. 103

	Week 4
Sept. 15

	Theravada Buddhism
Mindfulness in Action
	Readings:
FH- Chapt. 4
Assignment:
1)  DF (Discussion Forum)
2)  Share any other short response, commentary or questions to the readings and video clips
Practice:
Walking Meditation – FH p. 105

	Week 5
Sept. 22
	Zen Buddhism
Clarifying and Setting Intentions
*Quiz
	Readings:
FH- Chapt. 5
Rothberg- Chapt. 3
Assignment:
1)  DF (Discussion Forum)
2)  Share any other short response, commentary or questions to the readings and video clips
3)  Quiz #2  Theravada and Zen Buddhism
Practice:
Zen Breathing; Zazen – FH p. 161; 163

	Week 6
Sept. 29
	Vajrayana Buddhism
*Quiz

	Readings:
FH- Chapt. 6
Assignment:
1)  DF (Discussion Forum)
2)  Share any other short response, commentary or questions to the readings and video clips
3)  Quiz #3  Vajrayana Buddhism
Practice:
Prostrations – FH 115

	Week 7
Oct. 6
	Midterm Presentations
	Assignment:
1)  Post your midterm by Oct. 10th
2)  Post responses by Oct. 13th

	Part II:
	Engaged Buddhism
	

	Week 8
Oct. 13
	Suffering & Compassion

GBCR: Engaged Buddhism-
Part I:  Practicing in the Home and in the Heart

	Readings:
Moon- Part I:  Choose 3 essays to read
Rothberg- Chapt. 4
Assignment:
1)  DF (Discussion Forum)
2)  Share any other short response, commentary or questions to the readings and video clips
3)  GBCR #1

	Week 9
Oct. 20
	Care of Self; Care of World
	Readings:
Rothberg- Chapt. 5
Assignment:
1)  DF (Discussion Forum)
2)  Share any other short response, commentary or questions to the readings and video clips
3)  GBCR #1 due
Practice:
Lovingkindness – FH p. 137

	Week 10
Oct. 27
	Not Knowing; But Keep Going

GBCR: Engaged Buddhism-
Part II:  Taking the Practice Into the World
	Readings:
Moon- Part II:  Choose 3 essays to read
Rothberg- Chapt. 6
Assignment:
1)  DF (Discussion Forum)
2)  Share any other short response, commentary or questions to the readings and video clips
3)  GBCR #2

	Week 11
Nov. 3
	Interdependence
Interbeing- Thich Nhat Hanh


	Readings:
Rothberg- Chapt. 7
Assignment:
1)  DF (Discussion Forum)
2)  Share any other short response, commentary or questions to the readings and video clips
3)  GBCR #2 due

	Week 12
Nov. 10
	Transforming Anger
	Readings:
Rothberg- Chapt. – 8
Assignment:
1)  DF (Discussion Forum)
2)  Share any other short response, commentary or questions to the readings and video clips
Practice:
Mantra Recitation – FH p. 139

	Week 13
Nov. 17

	Acting with Equanimity

GBCR: Engaged Buddhist Readings,
Part III:  Food For Thought
	Readings:
Moon- Part III:  Choose 3 essays to read
Rothberg- Chapt. – 9-Conclusion
Assignment:
1)  DF (Discussion Forum)
2)  Share any other short response, commentary or questions to the readings and video clips
3)  GBCR #3
4)  Service Learning extra-credit
5)  Research paper

	Week 14
Nov. 24
	Review for Final
	Assignment:
[bookmark: _GoBack]1)  GBCR #3 due

	Week 15
Dec. 1
	Final
	Final Exam:  Online
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POLICIES



Americans With Disabilities Act:  Before the second week of class, it is the student’s responsibility to self-identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  

Academic Integrity
Plagiarism:  The Chaminade University of Honolulu General Catalog states that: 

"Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own.  Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:
	1.  Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without 	    	     proper acknowledgement to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not 	                                         	     sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgement of the source of a 	  	     text is always mandatory.
	2.  Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgement.
	3.  Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the 	   	     original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment 	  	     that has been prepared by another individual.
This policy statement means that students are not allowed to submit the work of another as their own, that altering the work of another for presentation as one's own constitutes plagiarism, and that all sources must be properly cited. If a student commits plagiarism, or fails to properly cite all sources, then the student will receive no credit for the assignment and the Academic Dean will be notified accordingly.
If there is any doubt about whether or not the use or submission of a particular work constitutes plagiarism, contact the instructor for guidance and assistance.

This includes use of the text in responding to the questions based on readings from the text. In answering the questions you are expected to include citations for the text and indicate when you are using the words of the author. You are encouraged to read and summarize the text in your own words, connecting the reading to your own experience. 

Note:  Syllabus subject to change.
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