COURSE:  		POL211   AMERICAN GOVERNMENT & POLITICS
SEMESTER:		FALL 2013
TIME: 		MWF    1:30-2:20 P.M.
LOCATION:		HENRY 207
INSTRUCTOR:	MICHAEL E. WEAVER
CONTACT INFO:	MICHAEL.WEAVER@ADJUNCT.CHAMINADE.EDU
			(808) 542-2084	

REQUIRED TEXT: David B. Magleby and Paul C. Light. Government by the 
                                   People, Brief Edition (New York: Pearson Longman).

Scope of Course
The goal of this course is to familiarize students with the structures, functions, and processes of American government.  We begin with the premise that, in an increasingly cynical world, politics matters. Emphasizing the accomplishments of a government of the people, by the people, and for the people, we encourage students to become effective and informed citizens. In order to do so, we will explore the philosophical and historical roots of American politics, the three branches of government, and various political institutions like the media and political parties. We will also consider the role and function of state and local governments in the American political system. By the end of the course, students should have the skills, knowledge, and motivation necessary to be engaged citizens in the American polity. 

Course Objectives
By the end of the course, you should be able to:
· Explain how government and politics impacts your daily life;
· Recognize and evaluate the basic debates and issues in American government and American political history;
· Explain and critically assess the formal and informal political institutions, and their respective roles, in American politics;
· Identify and describe the key functions of the three branches of government;
· Assess the causes and consequences of different forms of political participation, and outline the ways in which individuals and groups can affect political outcomes in the United States; and 
· Identify and explain the ways in which citizens can affect political processes in the United States.

Course Requirements
· Regularly attend and actively participate in class meetings.
· Satisfactory completion of all assignments as given throughout the course, including readings from text and other handouts.
· Satisfactory completion of all exams




Written Assignments
Periodic essay assignments will be given during this course as indicated on the syllabus. Topics and length of each essay will be explained at the time of their distribution. All essays are to be typed, double spaced, 12 pt. Times New Roman and brought to class on the date due or submitted electronically by 10 p.m. on the due date.

Research Paper
Details of the research paper will be announced later in the semester.	  

Class Participation
Students are expected to actively participate in the class. Participation includes asking and answering questions during sessions.  More significantly, participation consists of getting involved in class discussions, one of the cornerstones of this course.  It is thus essential that students perform all assigned readings in a timely manner, and utilize the assigned readings to assist them in their discussions. 

Attendance 
Students must attend class in order to pass this course. Students who do not attend class consistently as well as students who are persistently late will have their final grade adjusted accordingly

Grading

The final grade for this course will be determined as follows:

· A	
· 90% or higher average on mid-term and final exams
· Satisfactory and timely completion of all written essay assignments 
· Satisfactory and timely completion of a quality 6-8 pg. research paper.
· Satisfactory attendance 
· Satisfactory class participation


· B	
· 80% or higher average on mid-term and final exams
· Satisfactory and timely completion of all written essay assignments 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Satisfactory and timely completion of a quality 3-5 pg. research paper.
· Satisfactory attendance 
· Satisfactory class participation


· C	
· 70% or higher average on mid-term and final exams
· Satisfactory and timely completion of all written essay assignments 
· Satisfactory attendance 
· Satisfactory class participation


· D	
· 60% or higher average on mid-term and final exams
· Non-compliance with written essay assignment guidelines
· Satisfactory attendance  
· Satisfactory class participation


· F 
· Less than 60% or higher average on mid-term and final exams
· Non-compliance with written essay assignment guidelines
· Unsatisfactory attendance 
· Unsatisfactory class participation
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