COURSE:  		INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS (POL-375-01-1)
TIME: 		TUES/THURS  2:30 -3:50 P.M.
SEMESTER:		FALL 2013
LOCATION:		HENRY 225
INSTRUCTOR:	MICHAEL E. WEAVER
CONTACT INFO:	MICHAEL.WEAVER@ADJUNCT.CHAMINADE.EDU
			(808) 542-2084	

REQUIRED TEXTS:
· Essentials of International Relations, Karen Mingst (5th edition)	
· Confessions of an Economic Hit Man, John Perkins		
			
Course Description 
This course introduces students to the most relevant themes in the discipline of international relations. It considers the history and principal theories of international relations, as well as the systems, processes, and actors that condition world politics and their contending conceptualizations.

Course Objectives/Competencies				
The primary aim of this course is to help students forge a better understanding of the ideas and other forces that shape relationships among nations. Moreover, upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
· outline the history of international relations in the modern era;
· describe the main theories of international relations;
· distinguish among and describe the motives and forces that shape relationships among nations;
· describe the main perspectives on the nature of the international system and the role of the state within that system;
· describe the impact of non-state actors (i.e., the United Nations, non-governmental organizations, and individuals) on the conduct of international relations;
· describe the causes of as well as various theories on war;
· discuss the impact of such issues as international law, human rights, the environment, and globalization on the international system.

Course Requirements
· Regularly attend and actively participate in class meetings.
· Satisfactory completion of all assignments as given throughout the course, including readings from text and other handouts, as well as essay papers and a book report.
· Satisfactory completion of all exams




Grading
The final grade for this course will be determined as follows:

•	A	
· 90% or higher average on mid-term and final exams
· Satisfactory and timely completion of all written essay assignments 
· Satisfactory and timely completion of a quality 6-8 pg. book report
· Satisfactory attendance 
· Satisfactory class participation

•	B	
· 80% or higher average on mid-term and final exams
· Satisfactory and timely completion of all written essay assignments 
· Satisfactory and timely completion of a quality 3-5 pg. book report
· Satisfactory attendance 
· Satisfactory class participation

•	C	
· 70% or higher average on mid-term and final exams
· Satisfactory and timely completion of all written essay assignments 
· Satisfactory attendance 
· Satisfactory class participation

•	D	
· 60% or higher average on mid-term and final exams
· Non-compliance with written essay assignment guidelines
· Satisfactory attendance  
· Satisfactory class participation

•	F 
· Less than 60% or higher average on mid-term and final exams
· Non-compliance with written essay assignment guidelines
· Unsatisfactory attendance 
· Unsatisfactory class participation



Written Assignments
Periodic essay assignments will be given during this course as indicated on the syllabus. Topics and length of each essay will be explained at the time of their distribution. All essays are to be typed, double spaced, 12 pt. Times New Roman and brought to class on the date due or submitted electronically by 10 p.m. on the due date.


Book Report
Based on a reading of  Confessions of an Economic Hit Man by John Perkins. The report is to be composed as follows:
· A summary of the book itself.
· A discussion of how the book relates to the material and topics presented in the course.
· A “review” of the book, stating your opinion about the content, author’s viewpoint, etc.

The report is to be typed, double spaced, 12 pt. Times New Roman and is due to the instructor no later than 11:59 p.m. December 1, 2013. The report may be submitted either in person or electronically. 
	  

Class Participation
Students are expected to actively participate in the class. Participation includes asking and answering questions during sessions.  More significantly, participation consists of getting involved in class discussions, one of the cornerstones of this course.  It is thus essential that students perform all assigned readings in a timely manner, and utilize the assigned readings to assist them in their discussions. A general awareness of current world events will also be of help in developing your contributions to discussions.

Attendance 
Students must attend class in order to pass this course. Students who do not attend class consistently as well as students who are persistently late will have their final grade adjusted accordingly

Plagiarism
Plagiarism is the submission of the work of another as one’s own.  It is a serious offense, any incidence of which will result in dismissal from the course, a grade of “F” for the course, and possible suspension from the University.  Plagiarism, according to the Chaminade University of Honolulu Policy Manual, includes but is not limited to “complete or partial copying directly from a written published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author”; “paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment”; and “submitting as one’s own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, Internet information, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.”  Submission of the same written or oral material in more than one course without obtaining prior authorization from the instructors concerned is also prohibited.
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