Chaminade University of Honolulu
RE/PH/SO 338  Religion, Philosophy, and Social Ethics
Thursdays 5:30-9:40pm, Schofield Ed Center
Summer Evening, July11- Sept. 12, 2013

Instructor:			Dr. Achilles S.C. Gacis, MA, M.Div.,Ph.D.

Contact Information: 	achilles.gacis@adjunct.chaminade.edu

Please use the CUH internal email for communications on course related issues and questions

Catalog Description:
Designed to give students an interdisciplinary experience in the study of social ethics from the perspective of theology, religion, and philosophy.  Students will explore the theory and practice of social ethics and develop the knowledge and skills for philosophical and theological critique of ethical systems and social policy.

Course Description: 
Within the broad outline of the catalog description the student will engage their own understanding of personal and social ethics with philosophers, theologians and sociologists as we explore how we can live more meaningful personal and social lives. Underlying this quest are the rich areas of discourse traditionally associated with philosophy, sociology and anthropology, and theology, particularly the areas of ethics and moral theology. 

In this course we will be focused on social ethics. The term “social ethics” refers to the systematic reflection on our relations with other people with whom we live. Since we live in communities with other people, we cannot do what impulses us all the time. There is a mutual pressure from other people to let them also do what they wish, since other people are similar to what we are. Consequently, restraints are placed on all peoples living within communities. The origins and justifications of these restraints will constitute the subject matter of our course. The social sciences came about after the French Revolution and gained ascendancy among intellectuals in the 19th century. These sciences changed the method by which we study things. We used to think that there is a difference between studying persons and studying physical objects in this world. The social sciences proposed that everything is studied by the same method. That same method that is used to study physical objects will also be used to study humans. Whether or not this is possible, we will explore and inquire.

The course is designed as being both reading and writing intensive in terms of work to be done. Each chapter has a selection of exercises that are found after the readings (within each chapter). You will be required to read the entire section pertinent to the question chosen in the exercise section. The one thing I want to mention with regard to the coursework is the writing. Not as something extraneous to the study you will be doing, but as rather central to the act of learning. This course involves the study of religious, philosophical, and ethical traditions. The way to and through those traditions is by thoughtful and attentive reading, listening to what authors have to say, reading and sorting out the possible meaning of religious texts. And then, setting down what you have read, interpreted, and thought about in clear and thoughtful prose in your response(s) to the variety of questions per chapter chosen. 

Set up a schedule that works well for you. You’ll need time for the readings and then the exercises. This is due to the ten-week course we are limited to. Upon weekly completion of each assignment, you will submit your work as separate (stapled) chapters when you return to class. 
At the end of the course there will be a presentation required by each student.  Detailed instructions will be explained in class.
Required Textbook: Judith A. Boss, Ethics for Life, 5th ed., McGraw-Hill

Grading:
150-166=A
130-149=B
110-129=C
100-109=D
99 & less=F

Chapter submissions   = 11 Chapters, 10 points per chapter
Attendance/Discussions/Class session work=28 points
Final Presentation =28 points





















COURSE SCHEDULE

Writing Submission Guidelines: 
Be sure to write the question in “bold” then answer the question completely. 
Class work and discussions (or discourse/peripatetic/argumentum…) will occur. 

JUL	11		Introduction/Syllabus/Coursework

18		Chapter 1 - Ethics: An Overview
		p. 12 #2, p.25 #4, p.30 #3
		Chapter 2 - Moral Reasoning
		p. 39 #1, p.47#2, p.54 #1, p.65 #1, p.70 #1

25		Chapter 3 - Ethical Subjectivism
		p.79 #2, p.85 #2, p.93 #2, p.94#1, p.97,#2
		Chapter 4 - Cultural Relativism
	p.102#4, p.109#4, p.112#1, p.117#4, p.128#7, p.133#7, p. 136,#2,  p.142#4

	AUG	01		Chapter 5 - Is Morality Grounded in Religion?
		p.149#1, p.155#4, p.158#3, p.165#5, p.168#2, p.172#2, p. 185#3,
	Chapter 6 - Conscience and Moral Development
	p.198#7, p.207#6, p.215#5, p.221#4, p.228#5, p.230#2

	0 8		Chapter 7 - Morality as Universal
	p. 238 #5, p.257#1, p.266#2
	Chapter 8 - Utilitarianism
	p. 281 #5, p. 293#2

15	 Chapter 9 - Deontology
	p. 313#1, p.321#2, p.328#5, p.346#6, p.349#1

22	Chapter 10 - Rights Ethics
	p. 359#2, p.367#5, p.378#2, p.385#8, p.391#6

29		Chapter 11 - Virtue Ethics and the Good Life
	p.402#1, p.413#1, p.419#1, p.425#7, p.428#1

SEPT	05		PRESENTATIONS (alphabetical order, first half of class)

12	PRESENTATIONS (alphabetical order, second half of class)
	
	Note: 
Course content subject to change as deemed necessary by the instructor with ample notice given to students.



