RE 324-90 Sexuality in Christian Life

Chaminade University of Honolulu

Summer 2013
 Course Name and Number:
324-90 Sexuality in Christian Life




      Instructor Name:


M. Gagnon, MAPL

      Instructor Contact Information

      Email Address:

mary.gagnon@adjunct.chaminade.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course will explore the meaning of adult life as based upon a sacramental perspective. Students will examine the paradigm of Jesus as Sacrament and the human response to that image in adult life. They will determine what the Christian view regarding married and single life in order to make informed choices regarding human sexuality, and moral and social responsibilities. They will evaluate differing views regarding human behavior and lifestyles as consistent with or in opposition to a sacramental understanding of human life.

Course Objectives:
The course objective is to provide a theological foundation of the moral dimensions of human sexuality from a Christian tradition and the subsequent effect on human choices. Students will be able to describe the scriptural, spiritual and historical visions of human sexuality as rooted in the perspective of the covenant, beatitudes and subsequent effect on human choices.
Required Textbooks:
Grabowski, John. Sex and Virtue: An Introduction to Sexual Ethics. Washington, D.C.: Catholic University Press, 2003.

Lawler, Michael G. Marriage and Sacrament: A Theology of Christian Marriage. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 1993.

Popcak, Gregory Ph. D. Holy Sex: A Catholic Guide to Toe-Curling, Mind-Blowing, Infallible Loving. New York: Crossroad Publishing, 2008.

New American Bible or on-line http://www.usccb.org/bible
Course Website address:
      http://chaminade.ecollege.com 

Grading Procedure:
Students are required to participate in all of the discussion board by posting their answers and responding to a minimum of three of their classmates postings.  The posts on the discussion board are in two formats: your response to the readings, question(s) and your response to others’ answers.  There will be four essays and an article research and reaction.

Essays:

Essays are listed on the syllabus with due dates indicated. Essays must be typed, single-spaced using 12-point, Times New Roman font. Essays will be graded on clear thesis statement, depth of response, logical sequence and transitions, accurate grammar and spelling. Remember: spell check does not identify words that are spelled correctly such as “form” instead of “from” but are used incorrectly.
Quizzes:  There are two online unannounced quizzes.  Material will be taken from the textbook and supplemental readings provided by the Professor.
Newsletter Project:  The project consists of your putting together a Newsletter of four pages minimum (2 pages back/front).   See syllabus for topic detail and due date.

1.    Title your newsletter.
2.    Use your readings, personal reflections, and research.
3.    Use pictures and graphics to enhance the presentation of your newsletter.
5.    The newsletter must outline the major points of the topic, and attempt a critique of the contents and/or arguments encountered.  
6.    The grade for the newsletter is based on comprehensiveness, clarity, and conciseness.
7.    Post your project.
Grading Scale:

 
Students will be assessed based on the following:

· Quizzes


10%

100 points total

· Homework(Questions/Essays)10%

100 points total

· Project:


15%

150 points total
· Online participation:                50%                500 points total
· Final Exam:


15%

150 points total
 Your grade is calculated using the following scale:
A: 93-100%; B: 83-92%; C: 73-82%; D: 63-72%; F: 0-62%
Participation:

Weekly posts consist of:

1. An in-depth response to readings question by Wednesday night; 
2. Reaction posting of affirmation, agreement, or disagreement to postings by three other classmates by Friday night; 
3. Turning in the current week assignment by Saturday night.
 Punctuality:

Students who have more than two weeks of non-participation, fail to submit assignments or comply with other requirements, are advised to withdraw from the course in order to avoid a final course grade of "F." Grades of "Incomplete" will only be given in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances.

Course Ground Rules:

This course can be highly controversial and because of the subject matter everyone must respect another person’s opinion and beliefs.  Each person’s viewpoints are valuable.  Use only words or phrases that respect other persons; once words are written in cyberspace, there is little possibility to undo any damages to feelings.  There will be no toleration for disrespect or inappropriate language.  If this behavior occurs it will result in a zero in the grading for online discussions.  

Participation is required and expected to communicate with your classmates in a timely manner.  If you need to get in touch with the instructor please do it privately; do not use the discussion board for private conversation.  Use the assigned university e-mail address.
      Library:

 Chaminade library (www.chaminade.edu/library) 

     Students With Disabilities:

 It is the student’s responsibility to self identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  Contact the Director of Personal Counseling at (808) 739-4603 or email:    jyasuhar@chaminade.edu.
      Technical Support:

For technical questions: contact the Chaminade eCollege helpdesk at:     helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com, or call toll free at: (866) 647-0654.

        eCollege Account Support:

Call 808-739-8327 or email jnakason@chaminade.edu.

COURSE SCHEDULE (subject to revision)


	Date
	  Course content
	Assignment(s) for next class

Additions will be made at discretion of instructor.

	Week one: 07.03-07.06
	Read:

Leviticus in the Old Testament chapters 17-20

and

Deuteronomy chapter 21:10-14; 22:13-23:1; 24:1-5; 25:5-10

http://www.usccb.org/bible
(in case you don’t have a Bible)
	Pre-term assessment
Discussion board question: How does this scripture provide you with an introduction to the course?


	Week two: 07.07-07.13
	Read:
Virtue – Chapter 1

Holy – Intro and chapter 1
	Discussion board questions

	Week three: 

07.14-07.20
	Read:
Virtue – Chapter 2

Marriage –Chapter 1virtue? 
	Essay Assignment #1 is due to the instructor by July 20 8pm HST. 

 Written assignment: What is sacred about human life (from womb to tomb?)



	Week four: 07.21-07.27
	Read:
Virtue – Chapter 3
Holy – Chapters 2 and 3
	Essay Assignment #2 is due to the instructor by July 27 8pm HST.

(2)Written assignment – Select one of the biblical passages on page 34 for ‘azab and one of the passages on page 35/36 for the term dabaq. Did the reading help you to better understand relationships between men and women? If yes, how? If no, why not?  



	Week five: 07.28-08.03
	 Virtue – Chapter 4
Holy – Chapter 4
	Discussion board questions

	Week six: 08.04-08.10
	Holy – Chapters 5, 6, 7

Marriage – Chapter 2, 3, 4


	Essay Assignment #3 is due to the instructor by August 10 8pm HST.
 (3) Written assignment: Explain in your own words how sex is sacramental and how it is a sign of God’s love. 



	Week 7: 

08.11-08.17
	Virtue – Chapter 5
Holy – Chapter 8
	Essay Assignment #4 is due to the instructor by August 17 8pm HST.

(4) Written assignment: How might a person’s moral development influence to what extent that one is capable of loving others? 


	Week 8: 08.18-08.24
	Read Humanae Vitae

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_25071968_humanae-vitae_en.html

	Project is due to the instructor by August 24 8pm HST.  See description above for details.


	Week 9: 08.25-08.31
	Virtue – Chapter 6
Holy – Chapter 9


	Discussion board 

	Week 10: 09.01-09.07
	Final Exam
	


