Biology 110 – People and Nature 

Summer 2013, July 1st – September th
Tuesday and Thursday 5:30pm – 9:30pm
Tripler Army Medical Center 
Instructor: Amanda Birnbaum

Office Hours: after lecture/lab or by appointment

Email: Amanda.Birnbaum@adjunct.chaminade.edu

Course Description:  This course is an introduction to Environmental Science, which includes the study of biotic (animals, plants, fungi, etc.) and abiotic (wind, air, water, light etc.) interactions in nature.  We will also study different resource management strategies that will include information from both the natural sciences (i.e. biology, geology, physics, chemistry, etc.) and the social sciences (i.e. economics, politics, ethics, etc.) to try to gain an understanding of human’s present relationship/impact on the environment, how it has changed/progressed as civilization has evolved and what actions must be taken to ensure our environment can continue to support us.   
Course Objectives:  Successful completion of Biology 110 should provide students with:
1.  an understanding of the way in which the scientific method is used to gain knowledge.

2.  knowledge of the complex relationship among all living things and their non-living environment.
3.  an understanding of the processes of our natural environment.

4.  increased awareness of environmental issues facing us today and different ways of      addressing these issues.
5.  knowledge of human’s past and present relationships with the environment and the         outcomes of these relationships. 

Course Topics:  This course will introduce students to the topics of ecology, biodiversity, global climate patterns and soil distributions, agricultural practices (past and present), renewable versus non renewable resources and economic, political and social implications of environmental sustainability. 
Textbooks:  No book is required.  Required reading will be provided.
Assessment and Grading:
Testing Procedures:  Exams will begin and end at the regularly scheduled class time unless otherwise noted. 
Quizzes:  The course has weekly quizzes given every Tuesday and will cover lecture and or lab material.  Lecture material will come from assigned reading/hand outs and based off material presented in lecture (i.e. power point presentations).  Quizzes will be closed book, closed notes. 
Exams:  There will be two exams administered during the lecture period.  Exams will cover lecture material and consist of true/false, multiple choice, matching, draw and label, and short answer.  You will be permitted to bring and use one hand-written note page (8 ½ X 11 inches, one side only):  this may include anything you think will help you for the exam.  You will turn in the “cheat-sheet” along with your exam.
Grading Procedure:  Grades will reflect an overall understanding of topics covered in lecture and lab.  Attendance, completion of assigned readings, attentiveness in lecture and lab will ensure satisfactory performance in the class.  Demonstrating a thorough understanding of course material and intelligent engagement in class discussions constitutes high achievement in the course. 
Grading Scale:

Weekly Quizzes (6)


  60 points


Midterm



100 points

Final Exam



100 points

Research Paper


100 points

Oral Presentation

  
  50 points

Personal Field Trip Reports
              60 points





470 points total

The grade is out of 470 total points.  Each student’s points will be converted to a percentage before assigning grades.


(Total Possible Points / Points Earned) x 100 = %

Grades are assigned according to the following guidelines.



> 90%   =   A


80-89% =   B


70-79% =   C


60-69% =   D


<60%    =   F   
Assignments and Participation:

Field Trip Reports:  This assignment is designed to allow each student to have a hands-on experience and learn more about and interact with nature.  Each student will select field trip locations based on their own interests, and visit the location.  You will be given class time for field trips and to write reports.  The field trip must be directly related to course topics.  Each student will turn in a 1-2 page typed paper, every Tuesday, describing their experience and detailing what they learned from their field trip.  
 Research Paper: A requirement of this course is to write an 5 to 8 page research report.  The minimum length of the report will be 5 pages and the maximum length will be 8 pages.  The number of pages counted for this report will only be prose, i.e. title page, reference page etc. will not count in the total. All reports will be typed with a maximum font size of 12, double spaced with 1 inch margins.  The report will include parenthetical documentation and have a bibliography.  You are required to use a minimum of four references; one reference must come from each of the following sources: a journal/periodical, Internet and textbook.  The topic of this report must be addressed in this course and approved by the instructor. 
Oral Presentation: You will also give a 5 to 10 minute oral presentation of your report at the end of the course to the class.  Power Point is not required but you must have some sort of visual aid.
Class Participation and Attendance:  Regular attendance is expected and essential for successful completion of this course.  Please turn off cell phones.  You may not leave lecture or lab early.  It’s important to actively participate.  You will lose participation points for not participating in a positive manner, leaving early, or missing class.    
Punctuality:  Please arrive on time; lecture and lab will start promptly.  Participation points will be deducted for tardiness.
Laboratory Policies:  All labs require that closed toed shoes be worn.  Labs for this course will be conducted in the field as field trips with the exception of the two labs held at the main campus.  Further instruction for each field trip will be provided as needed. Never taste, smell or touch lab materials without prior authorization.  Some labs may require goggles, gloves or other protective gear be worn (which will be provided).  It is required that two labs be held at the Chaminade campus, those dates are noted on the lab schedule.  If you are unable to comply with the lab safety rules you will not be allowed to complete the lab.  

Course Ground Rules: Please remember……participation is required, be respectful, be punctual, keep up with assigned readings, turn off cell phones, you may not leave early and do not have conversations while I am lecturing.  Treat lab equipment with care and proper handling, enjoy lab time but don’t act silly.  
Guidelines for Communication:

Email:  Best way to contact me.  Please use your Chaminade email and always include a subject line.  
Discussion:  Be respectful, it is a discussion not an argument.  Be positive and constructive. 
Library:

Link to the Chaminade library www.chaminade.edu/library and other online libraries or databases.

Students with Disabilities:

It is the student’s responsibility to self identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  Contact the Director of Personal Counseling at (808) 739-4603 or email:  jyasuhar@chaminade.edu.
Technical Support:  For technical questions: contact the Chaminade eCollege helpdesk at:  helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com, or call toll free at: (866) 647-0654.
Ecollege Account Support:  Call 808-739-8327 or email jnakason@chaminade.edu.
Biology 110 – People and Nature - Summer 2013
Tuesday and Thursday 5:30pm – 9:10pm 
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

Date             Topic                                                                                                   
T 7/2              Course Introduction, Introduction to Science
H 7/4              Holiday


   

T 7/9
   Earth History, Ecology and Ecosystems
H 7/11            Botanic Garden Field Trip 1 


T 7/16            Climate, Biomes, Evolution and Biodiversity 
H 7/18            City Park Field Trip 2
T 7/23            Climate, Biomes Part II
H 7/25
           Community Park Field Trip 3
T 7/30             Water Cycle

 H 8/1              State Park Field Trip 4
T 8/6               Midterm Exam  
H 8/8
            Beach Field Trip 5 
T 8/13             Economics, Sustainable Agriculture and Composting
H 8/15            Ocean Field Trip 6
T 8/20            Ocean Pollutants
H 8/22          Planting/Gardening Day 7 

T 8/27          Water and Mineral Resources, Solid and Hazardous Waste, Recycling
H 8/29          Recycling Day 8 




              
T 9/3            Oral Presentations
H 9/5            Reflections/Review of Field Trips Report Due 9
T 9/10
         Final Exam, Research Paper Due
Note:  Schedule/material is subject to change at my discretion.

