COURSE:  		POL111-90 
 			COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
SEMESTER:		SUMMER SESSION II: ONLINE
07/01/13 - 08/09/13
INSTRUCTOR:	MICHAEL E. WEAVER
CONTACT INFO:	michael.weaver@adjunct.chaminade.edu
			(808) 542-2084	

************************************************************************
“A man who has tasted only his mother’s soup has no basis to claim that hers is the best.”
						African proverb
************************************************************************
Scope of Course
The course is structured thematically and will, additionally, introduce students to important concepts in comparative politics, such as democratization, the state, institutions, political culture, civil society, political economy, and incorporate these into the comparative analysis of various countries around the world. 

Goals of the Course 
· Survey contemporary politics and political trends in selected countries and regions around the world.

· Compare and contrast the variety of ways that different countries have chosen to shape their political institutions and processes, and assess the costs and benefits of these choices.

· Analyze the variety of public policies different countries have adopted to address common problems, including the challenges of globalization, with an eye toward identifying processes, practices, and policies that might be “exportable” ideas for countries to borrow from one another.

· Gain exposure to some of the most important perspectives and theories that inform our understanding of comparative politics.   

· Develop a basic understanding of the methods that political scientists use to understand politics. 

Course Requirements
Since this is an online course, no specific class meetings are required. To be successful in this course, you must be willing to allocate sufficient time to access course materials, participate in online classes and discussion groups, and complete all of the assignments. Similar to traditional classroom courses, you will interact with the content, your teacher, and your classmates through course assignments and discussion as indicated in this syllabus and on the course website.


Weekly Reading Assignment Questions  (Due each week on Sunday, 11 p.m. HST)
Each week, I will assign the class an essay topic to be completed prior to the designated due date. A good essay will include a student’s personal opinion on the subject matter as well as thoughtful consideration of the readings and the questions posed. Quotations from the readings to back up or refute any aspect of the topic are also a good idea to include. 

Weekly assignments will be due by 11:00 p.m. on the last day (Sunday) of each week. Essays submitted after the weekly deadline will not be accepted for credit. 

All assignments are to be a minimum of one page, typed, double-spaced, 12 pt., Times New Roman. 

Each essay will be worth a maximum of 20 pts, although extra credit may be given for extraordinarily outstanding work.

 Weekly Discussions (Due each week on Sunday, 11 p.m. HST)
Each week, I will post a discussion question, usually something related to the readings for that week. Your comments on the discussion topic assigned for that week must be relevant to the question and, in the case of the second, third, and beyond, comments, a thoughtful and researched response to a fellow student’s answer. A minimum of three posts per week is required, one as your own statement and two (or more) in response to another student’s statements/comments. All posts must be made by 11 p.m. HST on the last day of the week (Sunday).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Final Exam
 A comprehensive, final exam will be conducted at the end of the course. Details on the content, format, etc. of the exam will be forthcoming.
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