Hist 302: American Civil War
Summer Evening 2013

 
Instructor: Michelle Bradley
Mbradley92@yahoo.com
Michelle.bradley@nara.gov
770-573-9416
Course Description
A survey of the United States from Jackson to the end of the Civil War/Reconstruction. 
Course Materials
Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era by James McPherson
ISBN-10: 019516895X 
ISBN-13: 978-0195168952
Paperback: 952 pages 
Publisher: Oxford University Press, USA (December 11, 2003)
 
Reconstruction: America's Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877 by Eric Foner
Paperback: 736 pages 
Publisher: Harper Perennial Modern Classics (February 5, 2002) 
ISBN-10: 0060937165 
ISBN-13: 978-0060937164
 
The American Civil War: A Military History BY John Keegan
Hardcover: 416 pages 
Publisher: Knopf; 1St Edition edition (October 20, 2009) 
ISBN-10: 0307263436 
ISBN-13: 978-0307263438
 
 
 
Grading Information

Grades will be determined as follows: 

1. Weekly discussion question responses (conferences): 100 points (10 points per week x 10 weeks) .(20% of overall grade)Each week’s questions must be answered by Sun at midnight (Hawaiian Standard Time). You must answer ALL of the questions for the week to receive credit for the week. You must also post at least 1 response to another student’s post for each question. Posts will be graded on a pass/fail basis. As long as you make some attempt to answer the question and display some knowledge of the topic you will earn full credit.

2. Mid Term Exam: 100 points. (20% of overall grade)  This is a word document located on the web site. It can be downloaded and completed at any time. It is open book/open notes. The last day to submit the exam will be the last day of week 6 . 

3. Final Exam: 100 points, (20% of overall grade) (Taken during last week of class). A final exam study guide will be posted under course contents during the term. 

4. Term Paper: 100 points. (20% of overall grade) The paper can be submitted at any time during the course. The last day to submit the paper will be the last day of week 10
 
5. Book Review: 50 points each / 100 points total (20% of the overall grade):  Write a review of 2 of the 3 books assigned for this class.  Follow the guidelines posted on the web site.  The last day to submit the papers will be the last day of week 10


Total: 500 possible points 

Part I: Weekly Reading Assignment Discussion Questions (100 points)
 
I will post a reading assignment discussion question(s) in the weekly discussion board section of eCollege for each individual week.  (Left hand side of the eCollege screen)
 
Each student is required to submit an answer to the questions (Post it in the discussion area) You must also post at least 1 response to another student’s post for each question.
 
 
The weekly reading discussion responses will be graded on a pass/fail basis. Your opinions are welcomed and encouraged.  Please feel free to include them in your responses. However some relevance to the readings and discussion questions MUST be included in your posting.
 
Your post must be relevant to the questions or a thoughtful and researched response to a fellow students answer. It is not acceptable to simply post ‘I agree with Mary”. You will not receive credit if you do.
 
Graded on a pass /fail basis with one cumulative grade .
 
If you are having difficulties with this area (technical or otherwise) contact the Instructor IMMEDIATELY. Do not wait until after a deadline for an assignment has passed.
 
A good posting will include a student’s personal opinion on the subject matter as well as thoughtful consideration of the readings and the questions posed.  Quotations from the readings to back up or refute any aspect of the topic are also welcome.
 
Posting should be approximately 200-250 words. Postings less than 200 words will not be accepted.
 
You may post answers to the discussion questions at any time during the course. You must answer all questions for the week to receive credit for that week. The last day posts will be accepted for credit is the Sun of each week of class at midnight.
 
You are encouraged to continue the discussion beyond your initial post. Feel free to comment to fellow students postings etc. When doing so remember online etiquette rules: disagreement is fine. No improper language or belittlement of others ideas or beliefs.
 
 
 
Part II: Mid Term Exam (100 points)
 
An exam will be posted in the eCollege class homepage for you to complete. Look for the exam to be available around week 2.
 
The exam will consist of questions drawn from to the readings from the class.
 
The exams will be open notes and open book and will be graded accordingly.
 
You MAY NOT cut and paste your answers from the web or take them verbatim out of a book.
 
The exam can be turned in at anytime during the first 6 weeks of the course. However the last day it will be accepted Sun at midnight at the end of week 6
 
 Part III: Final Exam:
 
100 points, (20% of overall grade) (Taken during last week of class). A final exam study guide will be posted under course contents during the term. Look for it by week 5 on the left hand side of the eCollege screen.  
 
If you live on island you must register to take the final exam through eCollege. If you live off island you must obtain a proctor and contact Donna Yoshimura in the AUP office to coordinate your exam.
 
Taken during week 10 of class.
 

Part IV: Term Paper
 
Hollywood vs History Paper
Due:   End of week 10
Paper Requirements: (Significant points will be deducted if your paper does not meet the following requirements)
 2 Primary Sources
8-10 Typed Pages
Reference Citations
Valid Academic Sources
 
Movies are often based on historical events. However many times Hollywood takes
liberties with the facts to create dramatic scenes. In some cases, when a particular movie becomes popular, Hollywood’s version of the events become the accepted version. 
 This paper gives you the chance to explore the historical background of your favorite
movie. 
You may choose any movie whose subject matter is within the time periods covered in this class. (US History 1820-1877) 
  Once you have watched it, pick 3-5 specific (no less than 3 and no more than 5) facts that the movie presents and analyze them for their historical accuracy. 
 Your analysis could include such topics as the clothes of the time period (Were they accurate?), the roles of the female characters (Would the character really have acted the way they did?), factual errors such as laws that were in effect in the movie that were not in effect in actual history (EX: Portraying women voting in 1860 when women did not get the right to vote nationally until 1920).
 Paper Requirements:
 8-10 Typed Pages
 Your paper must be at least 8 pages of text in length. Paper under 8 pages in length will be given a grade of ZERO.  However, the paper can exceed 10 pages. Cover pages, endnotes, illustrations, maps etc do not count as pages of text. If you use footnotes you MUST extend your paper so that you have at least 8 pages of written text.
Font size must be 12 pitch and not above. The paper must be double spaced.
 Primary Sources
 When gathering your facts, you MUST include at least 2 primary sources in your paper.  A primary source is something written in the time period. (A secondary source is something written after the event has occurred) For example if you are discussing the role of women during Word War Two in the Pacific you could refer to the War Department’s training manuals for nurses, published during the war as a primary source.  
 Simply putting in a quote from someone that is reprinted in a secondary source is not sufficient. For example a quote from Joan of Arc that you found in a biography of Joan of Arc written by a 20th century author is not a primary source.  A quote from a medieval scholar taken from a book written by the medieval scholar is a primary source.
 An encyclopedia is NOT a primary source.  Please check with the instructor if you are unsure about your source.
 20 points will be deducted from your paper if 2 primary sources are not used. 
 If you are at all in doubt about primary and secondary sources don’t hesitate to ask.
 
 
Reference 
Citations: PLEASE READ CAREFULLY
 Full endnote/footnote citations (University of Chicago Manual of Style, APA or MLA) are required.
 All style aspects MUST be taken from one of these manuals. 
 This is a history paper.  Any and all statements of fact in your paper MUST be referenced. EX: A statement of “Abraham Lincoln was elected in 1860 by a majority of the voters in the North.” must be referenced with the source of your information. Otherwise my comment to you will be “How do you know this?”
 Your reference MUST be included immediately following the fact you have presented inside the text of the paper.  It is not sufficient to simply list the reference book in the bibliography without making a direct correlation to the specific facts taken from the book.  If you are at all unclear about referencing footnotes/endnotes PLEASE contact the instructor.
 Once you have selected a style manual, the entire paper must be completed in this style.
 All quotations used in this paper must be done in accordance with the style manual selected. No more than 20% of your paper shall be quotations without prior approval from the instructor. This paper is intended to show your analytical ability and not how well you can quote what someone else says or thinks. 
 Failure to properly cite information will result in a significant loss of points. If you have any questions don’t hesitate to contact me.
 If you take more than 4 words, in order, from any particular source it MUST be listed in quotes and referenced. Otherwise it will be considered plagiarism.
 If more than 4 words in your paper can be found in the same order on any web site, the paper will be consider plagiarized and given a zero.
  
Valid Academic Sources:
 You may use any and all sources at your disposal: Internet, special edition DVDs, books, articles, journals. However all of your sources must NOT be of one specific type. You must have a minimum of 2 different types of sources. (This means you MAY NOT use all internet or all text sources) 20 points will be deducted if all of your sources are of the same type.
 
You will be graded on the academic quality of your sources. For example: MTV.com is NOT a valid academic source unless you are writing a paper about MTV.  www.whitehouse.gov, www.libraryofcongress.gov  or www.newyorktimes.com are valid sources. Encyclopedias etc use should be kept to a minimum and make up NO MORE than 5% of your bibliography. 20 points will be deducted if your bibliography has more than 5% of its sources as encyclopedia etc. Wikipedia cannot be used as a source.  20 points will be deducted if Wikipedia is used as a source.
  If you are at all unsure of your sources, particularly internet sources, don’t hesitate to contact the instructor. 
 Examples of movies you may use for this assignment:
Gods and Generals
Gone with the Wind
North and South
Blue and the Grey 
Class of ‘61
 
These are just suggestions.  You may use any movie/TV show that falls in the timeframe of the class.
  
Remember:
I will read and comment on any and all drafts of the paper up until 72 hours prior to the due date.
 
 
 
Part V: Book Reviews:
 
Book Review: 50 points each / 100 points total (20% of the overall grade)
 Write a review of 2 of the 3 books assigned for this class.  
You may submit these book reviews at any time during the course via the drop box.
The last day to submit the papers will be the last day of week 10, 
 
Book Review Requirements: (Significant points will be deducted if your paper does not meet the following requirements)

2-3 Typed Pages
Reference Citations (If citing specific facts not included in the book)
Use of specifics facts and reference to specific passages in the book.
 
After reading the book, answer the following questions in essay format:
 
What was the main thesis of the book? Explain in detail.
Was the book factually correct? If not, state the errors.
Did the author have a bias in his writing? If so what was it?
What were the author’s credentials? (Education, work experience etc. Hint: Why is he qualified to write this book)
Did you agree or disagree with the authors opinions? Explain in detail.
Describe 2 specific passages from the book where the author states specific themes or ideas and describe them, giving your opinion  as well as the author’s.



Course Schedule: This includes reading assignments


Week 1 

ASSIGNMENTS: Review and Study Civil War web sites  and files listed on the web site DISCUSSIONS: Week One: Introductions. Post an introduction of yourself under the discussions
 
Week 2 

ASSIGNMENTS: Review and Study Civil War web sites and files listed on the web site 
DISCUSSIONS Week Two: Post a response to the discussion questions. 


Week 3 
ASSIGNMENTS: Begin Reading Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era by James McPherson
 
DISCUSSIONS Week Three: Post a response to the discussion questions. 


Week 4 
ASSIGNMENTS: Finish Reading Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era by James McPherson
 
DISCUSSIONS Week Four: Post a response to the discussion questions. 


Week 5 
This week is set aside for you to catch up. There are no discussion questions this week. 


Week 6 
ASSIGNMENTS: Begin Reading The American Civil War: A Military History BY John Keegan
DISCUSSIONS Week Six: Post a response to the discussion questions. 
Mid term Exam is due by Sun Feb 19



Week 7 

ASSIGNMENTS: Finish Reading The American Civil War: A Military History BY John Keegan
  DISCUSSIONS Week Seven: Post a response to the discussion questions. 


Week 8 
ASSIGNMENTS: Begin Reading Reconstruction: America's Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877 by Eric Foner
 DISCUSSIONS Week Eight: Post a response to the discussion questions. 

Week 9  
 
ASSIGNMENTS: Finish Reading  Reconstruction: America's Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877 by Eric Foner
 DISCUSSIONS Week Nine: Post a response to the discussion questions.


Week 10 
 
Take Final Exam this week.(off island) This Sat (on island)  LAST DAY TO TURN IN PAPER, BOOK REVIEWS IS THE LAST DAY OF WEEK  
 If you live on island you must reserve space to take your exam at one of the testing centers
If you live off island you must obtain your own proctor and contact the AUP office so an exam can be sent to them.
 
 
Plagiarism:
Don’t do it. Taking someone else’s words or ideas and presenting them as your own is plagiarism and will not be tolerated. (It is still considered plagiarism if you have asked or paid someone to create a paper or essay for you and you do not list him or her as the original author of the material.) A zero will be given to an assignment that is plagiarized.

Late Submission Policy:
The late penalty for all work: weekly assignments, term paper, midterm exam is 5 points taken off each day the assignment is late.

If an emergency situation arises (military orders, TDY, medical emergency etc) please inform the instructor and arrangements can be made. 

Grades are due to the university by week 11 of this course. Therefore if you have an emergency situation and you will not be able to submit assignments online you must contact the instructor as soon as possible. Without contacting the instructor ASAP, the late penalty will not be waived. 
Academic Policies
Academic Policies are not course specific and are therefore created and housed separately from this syllabus. You may access and print Academic Policies from the Syllabus sub-menu in your classroom. 

Feel free to contact the instructor with ANY and ALL questions, comments or concerns.

 
