Ecclesiology: Nature and Mission of Church

Diaconate Formation Program RE 642/405

Chaminade University Spring 2013
INSTRUCTOR:
Regina Pfeiffer, D. Min.

PHONE:

739-8536 (office)

256-8859 (mobile)

E-MAIL:

rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
OFFICE:

Henry Hall 208E
Course Description

Vatican II invited the Roman Catholic community to renew its understanding of the nature and mission of the Church in the world today. In this course, students will examine how the Church today is invited to understand itself in light of its ongoing journey, its assumption of a sacramental perspective and worldview, and its relationship with other Christian communities and global faiths.
Student Learning Outcomes 
1. The historical development of the Church from early Christianity to present day;

2. The Trinitarian foundations of the Church;

3. The nature and mission of the Church and its presence in the world today;

4. The ecumenical aspect of ecclesiology; 
5. The role of the deacon in supporting the Church and its mission. 

At the end of the course, students will be able to

· outline the historical development of the Church;

· explain the role and function of the Trinity in relationship to the Church;

· describe the contribution of Vatican II on our understanding of the nature of Church;
· identify issues in ecclesiology and ecumenism;
· discuss the mission dimension of the Church in relationship to and outside of itself.

Program Learning Outcomes:

The student will demonstrate advanced understanding of PLOs, 1, 2, 3 and 4 as they apply to the study of sacraments. 

1. an understanding of Catholic theology, its contemporary expression with a Vatican II framework, its historical development, and its context within the broader Christian tradition. 

2. an ability to apply theological reflection to issues, needs and concerns of various pastoral contexts within and for communities of Hawai'i, Asia and the Pacific. 

3. an ability to compare and contrast theological positions and values within the Christian community. 

4. an understanding of the western philosophical themes and movements and how they impacted theological thinking in the Christian community. 

Required Texts and Readings: 

For all levels (competency, undergraduate and graduate)
Lumen Gentium: Dogmatic Constitution on the Church

Dulles, Avery. Models of Church: Expanded Edition. New York: Image Books, 2002.
Pelzel, Morris. Ecclesiology: The Church as Communion and Mission. Chicago: Loyola Press, 2002.

For undergraduate level: 

Readings as assigned on eCollege with reflective response
For graduate level

Doyle, Dennis. Communion Ecclesiology. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2000.
Requirements for all levels

1. Attendance and participation at monthly session;

2. Reading of texts as assigned in a timely manner;

3. Participation in threaded discussions as assigned. Participation will be determined by depth as well as consistency of posting;
4. Other assigned essays in lieu of discussion boards as noted on eCollege.
Additional requirements for Undergraduate Level:

· Assigned readings and responses as listed on eCollege.
· A final synthesis paper of 5 pages that includes resources and citations using standard in-text citations with Works Cited page. The topic of the paper should be based on one of the models of Church as discussed by Dulles. (e.g. Church as Sacrament). You may use resources from other courses as well.
Additional requirements for Graduate Level: 

· Reading for, engaging in and posting on the “Graduate” discussion boards using the additional text. There will be one “Graduate” discussion board for Unit 1 and two for Unit 2. You are expected to post a minimum of three times on each.
· A final paper of 7-10 pages. This paper will require research. Select one of the theologians discussed in Doyle’s text. Compare and contrast that theologians understanding of the nature or mission of the Church with the models of Church that Dulles describes. You will need to locate either writings by or articles that discuss and describe the selected theologian’s ecclesiology.
Student Assessment

Students will be assessed based on the following:

· Participation in online discussions – quality as well as quantity.
· Essay assignments – demonstration of knowledge and application.
· Graduate and undergraduate – will be assessed based on thoroughness of response, essay development and grammar.
Online discussions for all levels
You are expected to post to the discussion boards a minimum of three times per discussion week for regular weeks and a minimum of two times for short weeks. You will be assigned to a specific discussion group per unit. The posts on the discussion board are in two formats: your response to question and your reaction to others’ answers. 

Weekly posts consist of:

1. An in-depth response to readings question; 
2. Reaction posting of affirmation, agreement, disagreement or request for clarification to postings by another person within immediate discussion group with reason you react as you do; 
3. Reaction posting (as #2 above) to a posting by one other person NOT in your discussion group that week.

Note: For shorter weeks, because of class on the weekend before or after, you need to complete the first two.
Course Schedule – subject to revision

Unit one: Foundations for the study of Church
	Week
	Assigned Readings for all

	April 15 – short week
	Dulles Introduction and Chapter I; 
Pelzel Introduction 

	April 22
	Lumen Gentium Chapters I and II; 
Pelzel Chapter 1

	April 29 – short week
	Lumen Gentium Chapter III;
Dulles Chapter II
Pelzel Chapter 2


	Unit One
	Additional Readings for graduate level

	Discussion to begin the week of April 22 and continue until May 1
	Doyle – Introduction, chapters one and two


Unit two: The Nature and Communion of the Church
	Week
	Assigned Readings

	May 6 – short week
	Lumen Gentium Chapter IV; 
Dulles Chapter III

Pelzel Chapter 3

	May 13
	Dulles Chapter IV and V
Pelzel Chapter 4

	May 20
	Dulles Chapter VI

	May 27
	Lumen Gentium Chapters V and VI

	June 3
	Lumen Gentium Chapter VII

Dulles Chapter VII

	June 10 – short week
	Dulles Chapter VIII and IX (partly to be discussed on weekend)


	Unit Two
	Additional readings for graduate level

	First board begins May 13 and ends May 25.
	Select any chapter from Doyle’s text. – You may want to select a chapter for the theologian you might be considering for your final paper.

	Second board begins May 26 until June 5.
	Select a different chapter from Doyle’s text. 


Unit three: The Mission of the Church
	Week
	Assigned Readings

	June 17 – short week
	Dulles Chapter X and XI

Pelzel Chapters 5 and 6

	June 24
	Dulles Chapter XII and XIII
Pelzel Chapter 7


NO additional readings for undergraduate and graduate levels – work on final paper
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