RE 308: Christian Ethics

Chaminade University of Honolulu
Winter AEOP online
TIME:


Online - asynchronous 
DATES:

Begins Jan. 9



Last day to withdraw – Feb. 27




Online Final Exam day – March 17




Term ends – March 21
Instructor:

Regina Pfeiffer
E-MAIL:

rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
OFFICE HOURS:
by appointment

OFFICE:

Henry Hall 208E
OFFICE PHONE:
808 739.8536


CELL PHONE:
808 256.8859

COURSE

TEXTBOOKS:
Exploring Christian Ethics: Biblical Foundations for Morality by Kyle Fedler

Students should have access to a Bible, using any of the following versions: New American Bible, New Revised Standard Version with Apocrypha, New Jerusalem Bible, New International Version with Apocrypha. Links to a Bible may be found on http://www.usccb.org Click on tab indicating Bible.
CATALOG DESCRIPTION

Examines the ethical implications of the Christian faith for the individual and community. Students will be engaged in a dialogue among Christian and non-Christian traditions of human dignity and social justice. Special emphasis will be placed on liberation from oppressive social structures, competing images of church and religion in society, and the assertion that humans are created in the image of God. Offered alternate semesters. Prerequisites: RE 103, RE 205, or RE 211. This course satisfies the 300-level Religious Studies General Education Core requirement.
Program Learning Outcomes linked to this course are:

Students successfully completing the Religious Studies program will demonstrate an understanding of: 

1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions; (developed)

3. Ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition; (developed)

4. the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace; (developed)

5. the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values; (developed)

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
On completion of this course, students will be able to:
· describe the foundations of Christian ethics and its relationship with the main doctrines and concepts; (PLO 1 and 3)

· apply the concepts to a particular context, particularly in a secular setting appropriate for Hawaii. (PLO 4 and 5)

· reflect on one’s personal faith and/or life journey as lived in the community. (PLO 4).

COURSE METHODOLOGY

Instruction is through online discussions and other material as posted on eCollege. The role of the instructor in a course that operates in an online environment is to facilitate and invite discussion. The instructor will present additional material not in the text or assigned readings, clarify material contained in the text and encourage students to engage in critical thinking. 

Students will be expected to participate in the online discussions. Students will be asked to share insights and questions with one another. Because the class will require personal interaction, students are expected to respect one another’s opinions and ideas. 

Student Assessment

Students will be assessed based on the following:

· Participation in online discussions



40 percent

· Quizzes – online





10 percent

· Essays 
(including film review)



30 percent

· Article research and reaction




10 percent
· Final exam






10 percent
Online discussions 

Students are expected to post to the discussion board a minimum of four times per week. Each student will be assigned to a specific discussion group weekly. The posts on the discussion board are in two formats: your response to question or reactions and your reaction to others’ answers. Weekly posts consist of at least three posts:
1. Reading reaction – what was something in the reading that you either agreed with or disagreed with and why, or what was something you didn’t understand. You should also include at least three words you didn’t understand. (This reaction is to assist the instructor with knowing what needs clarification.)

2. An in-depth response to readings question instructor will post on discussion board (by Wednesday night);

3. Reaction posting of affirmation, agreement, disagreement or request for clarification to postings by other students (by Friday night);

4. Response to postings by others to your initial post (by Saturday night).

Quizzes
One or two quizzes will be posted online. These quizzes will be to test your understanding of basic terms and language used in the study of ethics.

Essays Assignments
Essays will be assigned through the Dropbox page. You will find your assignments there.

Essays must be typed, double-spaced using 12-point font. Make certain you put page number top left in the header. Essays will be graded on clear thesis statement, depth of response, logical sequence and transitions, accurate grammar and spelling. Remember: spell check does not identify words that are spelled correctly such as “form” instead of “from” but are used incorrectly.
If you are citing something from the text or Bible, make certain you cite properly. All papers should include footnotes or endnotes for citations of material from text. Scripture passages need to be identified with book, chapter and verse(s). A bibliography is not required for the essays. If using WordPerfect, files must be converted to Microsoft Word document or html format. These assignments will be on Dropbox.
Film Reviews:

You will be asked to review a film based on a list the instructor will give you. You will be required to write a brief response, 1-2 pages in length on how ethics and morality were evident in the film or what role ethics played in the film. 

Article Research: 
You will locate an article that discusses Christian ethics and/or morality.

· Write a reaction paper and include the following information:

· A two or three -paragraph summary of the article’s content; 

· Why the article useful for the study of ethics or morality;

· What impact it had on your understanding of either morality or ethics; 

· Finally, whether you would recommend the article to others, why or why not.

To do this, you will need to access EBSCO host via Chaminade portal which is the same site for viewing grades and registering for courses. http://portal.chaminade.edu or through eCollege. You will need your student ID number and password ready.

Locate either Academic Search Premier, ATLA or other journal resources. I recommend Academic Search Premier.

To assist you in your search, click on advanced search. In the boxes, type in one word, such as ethics, morality, bible. You should type in a separate word in each of two boxes so that you can find material such as bible and ethics, or Christian and ethics, Paul and ethics, or children and ethics.

· To limit the search, scroll down and check off the box, full text.

· Scroll down a little further and in the box “document type” highlight article.

· Then click on search down at the bottom of the box.

Final Exam

There will be a final exam. The exam will cover material pertinent to the course. Further instructions will be forthcoming.
LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT:

Student’s work will be evaluated for:

· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions, videos, research, outside class activities;

· ability to apply the knowledge to a particular context;

· thorough explanation of the underlying principles in application to the specific context.

Three Rs to Success

Read


Text assignments


New Testament passages


Postings on contents and discussion pages

Reflect on

Readings

Each other’s postings, 

Respond to 


Discussion questions


Postings by other students

******************************************************************************

Three Rs of Online Etiquette

Read and write carefully


Pay attention to your words and those that each person uses. If you need clarification, ask for it. 

Respect


Not everyone will have the same ideas. Each person’s viewpoints and research are valuable.

React kindly and fairly


Use only words or phrases that respect other persons. Words written in cyberspace cannot be clarified with, “I didn’t mean it that way” or “just joking.”  Once words are posted, there is little possibility to undo any damages to feelings.

RE 308 Course Schedule (subject to revision)
Assignments are to be completed online as directed.
	Date
	Class Content
	Reading assignment for the week

	Week one

	Introduction to course

	For next week:

Read Chapters one and two in 
Fedler Exploring Christian Ethics
“The Foundations of Christian Morality,” 
and “What Should We Do” for next week.


	Week two

	Ethics 

Are there universal ethical principles?

What are ways of understanding ethics?

	Read Chapters Three and Four for next week
Fedler Exploring Christian Ethics


	Week three

	Virtue Ethics 
Biblical sources of Christian Ethics

	Read Chapter Five for next week
Fedler Exploring Christian Ethics


	Week four

	God, Humans and Creation in Genesis 1-3
	Read Chapter Six for next week
Fedler Exploring Christian Ethics


	Week five

	The Mosaic Covenant: New Guidelines for a New People
	Read Chapter Seven for next week


	Week six

	Prophets: Spokespersons for God and Troublers of Israel
	Read Chapter Eight for next week

	Week seven

	Discipleship and the Teachings of Jesus
	Read Chapter Nine for next week 

	Week eight

	Imitation and the Life of Jesus
	Read Chapter Ten for next week and remember to work on your articles.

	Week nine

	The Ethics of Paul: Grace and New Creation
	You should be reading your articles this week.

	Week ten


	Article presentations
	At the beginning of this week you will post a summary of the article you located as indicated in section: Article Research. Describe the main points, what your reaction is, how it helped you to understand the course’s content, and whether or not you would recommend this article to others. 
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