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From Rags to Riches (and Back Again):  Narratives of the American Dream

Course Description: 

The purpose of this course is to fine-tune the critical reading, writing, and research skills essential for postsecondary academic scholarship. We shall analyze and interpret a number of texts organized around the theme of the American Dream: literary classics such as Horatio Alger’s Ragged Dick Or, Street Life in New York with the Boot Blacks; films such as Steve James’s Hoop Dreams and Wayne Wang’s Maid in Manhattan; and television shows such as Leave it to Beaver and Ugly Betty. Although class discussions will be flexible and open-ended, our considerations of these texts will emphasize the American Dream as both myth and reality. Through our readings, writing assignments, and discussions, we will also evaluate the ways in which the American Dream might become a nightmare for some individuals, or even for society as-a-whole. How do ideas of American identity and success circulate in popular culture? Do all people enjoy the same access and opportunities to succeed in contemporary society?  We shall also investigate the ways in which issues such as the construction of race, gender, and class might alter or revise the American Dream in the 21st Century. 

Writing assignments in this course will focus upon short to medium-length expository essays. We shall also concentrate upon various research and writing methods, including but not limited to writing from sources, summarizing, paraphrasing, quoting, evaluating, and synthesizing. The final course paper will allow students to demonstrate the ability to write a multi-source research paper of at least 10 pages in length. 
Student Learning Outcomes:

In order to successfully complete this course, a student must demonstrate the following competencies:

Writing Skills

1. To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, 

and sentence structure in a written text.

2.  To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, 

mechanics, and sentence structure errors.

3.  To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.

-To demonstrate thesis sentences.

-To demonstrate topic sentences.

-To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.

-To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 

4.  To demonstrate an organized paper.

-To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.

-To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.

-To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 

5.  To demonstrate pre-writing strategies and techniques such as mapping, 

      free writing, and listing.

6.  To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, 

     exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition,   

     persuasion, classification, division).

-To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.

7.  To demonstrate the ability to research, draft, revise, and edit a research paper.

8.  To demonstrate the correct use of MLA documentation.

-To demonstrate an understanding of the difference between a bibliography and a works cited page.

-To demonstrate an understanding of plagiarism.

-To demonstrate the ability to cite sources within the body of a text.

Critical Thinking Skills

9.   To demonstrate the ability to evaluate and synthesize research information.

-To demonstrate the ability to evaluate the validity of source information.

-To demonstrate the ability to distinguish between reason and belief.

10. To demonstrate the ability to apply and integrate material from sources.

11. To be able to critically reflect on the writing process.
Required Texts:
The following books are required for this course. They are available in the Chaminade University Bookstore and should be purchased before Wednesday 5/22/13. 

1. Alger, Horatio. Ragged Dick, Or Street Life in New York with the Boot Blacks. 1868. Available Online as an Etext 

http://etext.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/AlgRagg.html
2. Hacker, Diana and Nancy Sommers. Compclass For A Writer’s Reference. Bedford St. Martins. 2011.

3. Schlosser, Eric. Fast Food Nation: The Dark Side of the American Meal. New York: Harper Perennial, 2002.
Additional readings and films will be available via links on our course webpage or in the Sullivan library reserve.  

Course Requirements and Expectations:

Students are expected to: check our course ecollege and MyCompClass sites regularly, to complete all reading and writing assignments on the assigned dates, and to offer thoughtful contributions to class discussion boards. 

The course requirements include one formal essay, one article response, an annotated bibliography, a variety of message board posting and responses, and occasional quizzes.  In-class assignments may not be made up or turned in late.  As this course emphasizes writing as a process, drafts form an integral part of each assigned essay; failure to participate in revision workshops or drafting exercises will adversely affect your final grade.

Please do not attempt to submit work that is not your own. Cheating/plagiarism will result in a grade "F" for the entire course; instances of cheating will be reported to the University’s Dean of Humanities.  Please review the Academic Honesty and Plagiarism policies in Chaminade University’s 2012-13 General Catalogue.

I am available for consultation by email.  If you have any questions about an assignment or essay, please contact me before the assignment is due.
Essay Guidelines:

Essays are due at midnight HST on the day assigned; they are expected to meet both minimum and maximum length requirements outlined in individual assignment descriptions. Essays may be submitted (as Word attachments) in the drop box or by email to our course ecollege site.

All essays must follow MLA format-- typed using 12-point font and double-spaced with one-inch margins on all sides. Please do not include a cover page. Each essay should have a creative and appropriate title. 

Final essays must include all drafts with commentary from peers and instructors, and any writing that has helped to form the essay. 

Late papers will receive a 10% grade reduction for each day until it is submitted.  If you are having difficulty with an assignment, please meet with me for additional assistance before the due date. You must complete and turn in all essays and major projects in order to pass this course.  

STUDENTS MUST EARN A GRADE OF “C” OR BETTER TO PASS THIS COURSE.
Distribution:
Discussion Board Posts/Responses 15%

Short Essay 10% 

Article Response Paper 15%

Annotated Bibliography 20%

Research Paper (10-12 pgs) 30%

Final Exam 10%

Schedule of Assignments:

(Subject to revision)




**Additional Readings and Screenings TBA
Week 1

Monday 5/20: Syllabus review/Introductions

Tuesday 5/21: Read Ragged Dick chapters 1-5
Read “L: Writing About Literature” in CompClass ebook

Wednesday 5/22:  Ragged Dick chapters 6-15


Respond to Discussion Board Question—due by midnight HST
Thursday 5/23: Ragged Dick chapters 16-24


Write a response to a classmate’s response—due by midnight HST

Friday 5/24:  Conclude Ragged Dick chapters 25-27


Formal Essay 1 Assigned
Week 2

M 5/27: Screen A Place in the Sun (George Stevens, 1951); Review “American Dream” Links; Read “C: Composing and Revising” in CompClass ebook
T 5/28: Rough Draft of Formal Essay 1 Due for Peer Response; Read “A1: Writing about Texts” and “Peer Factor” in CompClass ebook

W 5/29: Discussion Board Post Due; Complete peer review for the rough draft of one classmate
R 5/30: Formal Essay 1 Final Draft Due; Review Sullivan Library English/ Literature Research Page http://chaminade.libguides.com/english 
F 5/31: Article Review Assigned; Review “Guidelines for Writing a Summary”
Week 3

M 6/3: Research Paper Assigned--begin formulating research paper topic;

Fast Food Nation, Introduction, Chapters 1 and 2
T 6/4: Fast Food Nation, chapters 3 and 4; Article Review Due
W 6/5: Peer Response to Article Review; Fast Food Nation, chapters 5-7; Discussion Board Post Due
R 6/6: Fast Food Nation, chapters 8-10; Compclass reading TBA
F 6/7: Fast Food Nation, Epilogue and Afterword
Week 4 

M 6/10: Screen Super Size Me (Morgan Spurlock, 2004); Library Research readings TBA

T 6/11: Research Paper Topic Due
W 6/12: Discussion Board Post Due; Using sources

R 6/13: Organizing your essay

F 6/14:  Annotated Bibliography Due 
Week 5

M 6/17: Film Screening TBA

T 6/18: Discussion

W 6/19: Discussion Board Post Due
R 6/20: Complete Rough Draft of Research Paper Due
F 6/21:  Complete peer review for the rough draft of one classmate’s research paper
Week 6

M 6/24: Begin revising the research paper
T 6/25: Revision Q and A

W 6/26: Discussion Board Post Due

R 6/27: Research Paper Final Draft Due by midnight HST
F 6/28: Final Exam: TBA
