Biology 496, Special Topics Seminar (The Writings of Jared Diamond)

	Term:  Spring 2013
	Days:  Thursday

	Room:  WSC 120
	Time:  5:30 – 6:20 PM

	Credit:  1 semester hour
	Phone:  735-4808

	Instructor:  

Hank Trapido-Rosenthal
	E-mail: 

henry.trapido-rosenthal@chaminade.edu

	Office:  WSC 101
	Office Hours: When the door is open, or by appt


Recommended books:  

The Third Chimpanzee, Jared Diamond, HarperCollins Publishers, 1992;
Why is Sex Fun?, Jared Diamond, Basic Books, 1997;
Guns, Germs, and Steel, Jared Diamond, W.W. Norton & Company, 1999;

Collapse, Jared Diamond, Viking Press, 2005;
The World Until Yesterday, Jared Diamond, Viking Press, 2012;
Natural Experiments of History, Jared Diamond and James A. Robinson (eds), Harvard University Press, 2011 
Course description: Dr. Jared Diamond has written a number of thought-provoking books on topics having to do with the interactions of the human species with the earth’s ecosystems. Students studying biology in this day and age should be familiar with Diamond’s writings. In this course, the instructor will guide seminar participants into these writings, and to those of other authors who may be critical of some of Diamond’s theses.
Course objectives: The primary objective of this course is to introduce students to a now extensive literature on the co-evolution of humans and their societies with the earth’s biota. By the end of the course, the students will be able to critically evaluate information presented in this literature, and will use this ability to produce both a platform presentation and a research paper on an aspect of Diamond’s ideas.

Course requirements:  Grading will be based on a student’s participation during class (40%); a platform presentation on a topic of mutual interest to the student and the instructor (30%); and a research paper based on that same topic (30%). 

