COURSE:  BI-471 - Ecology (Lecture-Laboratory)


TIME:  011:30-012:20, MWF (August 22 – May 3, 2013)

INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. Hank Trapido-Rosenthal   

Phones:  735-4808 (CUH) and 551-3625 (cell)     

email: henry.trapido-rosenthal@chaminade.edu

OFFICE: WSC 101        OFFICE HOURS:  Whenever the office door is open
TEXT: It is recommended that students purchase the following books:

A Natural History of the Hawaiian Islands, E. Alison Kay (ed.), University of Hawaii Press, 1994; and

Island Environments in a Changing World, Lawrence R. Walker and Peter Bellingham, Cambridge University Press, 2011.

All other required reading materials will be available on the course website.
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This integrated lecture-laboratory course will introduce students to fundamental ecological principles, by studying the abiotic, biotic, and human factors that define island ecosystems. The ahupua`a concept of human interactions with island ecosystems will be the centerpiece of the course. Students will experience the Waikiki ahupua`a, beginning with a hike in the forest reserve watershed in the back of Mānoa Valley, then working down the valley and interacting with experts at Lyon Arboretum, Mānoa Heritage Center, Ka Papa Lo`i `O Kānewai, and the Waikiki Aquarium, and concluding with snorkeling on the reefs at the ocean edge of the ahupua`a. Visits with other island ecosystem scientists, including but not limited to those associated with the Board of Water Supply, the Department of Land and Natural Resources, and the Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology, will also be arranged. Students will produce a platform presentation describing their research on a topic of mutual interest to the student and instructor, which will be responsible for forty percent of their grade for the course. A comprehensive written final examination will account for the rest of the grade.
