Bio 101, Spring Evening 2013
Kaneohe Marine Corps Base, Room B
M W 5:30 – 9:45
Instructor: Amanda Birnbaum
Office Hours: after lecture/lab or by appointment
Email: Amanda.Birnbaum@adjunct.chaminade.edu

Chaminade University Mission Statement – Biology
The mission of the biological sciences programs at Chaminade University of Honolulu includes a recognition of its Catholic/Marianist tradition and addresses the five principles that make Chaminade unique in its curriculum.  Those principles are providing a quality of education; educating for formation in faith; in maintaining family spirit; working towards service, peace, and justice; and preparing students for adaptation and change.  The biology curriculum has successfully offered a broad based, quality education for years.  This has resulted in our graduates successfully applying to graduate and professional schools, as well as employment in a community.  Faith is involved in many educational pursuits and biology works unceasingly towards improving the human condition and society in which we live.  The laboratory environment of the program encourages and fosters a family spirit amongst biology students and faculty.  Additionally, many students and faculty offer their talents and skills in community service projects and voluntary experiences at health or scientific institutions.  Finally, the very nature of science, including the cornerstone of the scientific method encompasses adaptation and change, fundamental components of a scientific and biological education. 
Course Description:
BIO 101 is an overview of biology that includes scientific methods, biological chemistry, cell biology, biological energy transformations, physiology, genetics, gene expression and regulation, population genetics, and ecology.

Learning Outcomes:
1. The scientific method and its application in the Biological Sciences
2. Living organisms and their relationship to each other and the environment
3. Theoretical and practical experiences in Biology
4. Opportunities available in the Biology Discipline

Course Objectives:
1.  to gain basic knowledge of facts and concepts in biological science; 
2.  to understand the ultrastructure, cellular processes, chemistry, and anatomy and  
      physiology of biological systems; 
3. to comprehend molecular and Mendelian genetics and their applications in the allied 
      health professions; 
4. to practice the scientific method of investigation; 
5. to realize the impact of humans in shaping the world environment; 
6. to gain insight into the complexity of life from the molecular level to the ecological 
     level; 
7. to become more aware of the need to conserve natural resources.

Text Book:
Biology: Life on Earth, 9/E 
Gerald Audesirk, University of Colorado, Denver 
Teresa Audesirk, University of Colorado, Denver 
Bruce E. Byers, University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
The textbook is available in the bookstore. (ISBN-13-9780321598479)
or you can order it online (you can check amazon, textbook.com, etc. for used copies) 

MAKE-UP WORK POLICY: 
Missing any part of this schedule may prevent completion of the course.  If you foresee difficulty of any type (i.e., an illness, employment change, etc.) which may prevent completion of this course, notify the instructor as soon as possible.  Failure to do so will result in failure for an assignment and/or failure of the course. 

If I have not heard from you by the deadline dates for assignments, exams, or forums, NO MAKE-UP WORK WILL BE ALLOWED (unless extraordinary circumstances existed, such as hospitalization). Requests for extensions must be made in advance and accompanied by appropriate written documentation if the excuse is acceptable to the instructor. "Computer problems" are not an acceptable excuse. 

Assessment and Grading:
Testing Procedures:  Exams will begin and end at the regularly scheduled class time unless otherwise noted. 
  
Quizzes:  The course has weekly quizzes given every Monday and will cover lecture and lab material.  Lecture material will come from assigned reading/hand outs and based off material presented in lecture (i.e. power point presentations).  Quizzes will be closed book, closed notes. 

Exams:  There will be two exams administered during the lecture period.  Exams will cover lecture material and consist of true/false, multiple choice, matching, draw and label, and short answer.  You will be permitted to bring and use one hand-written note page (8 ½ X 11 inches, one side only):  this may include anything you think will help you for the exam.  You will turn in the “cheat-sheet” along with your exam.

Grading Procedure:  Grades will reflect an overall understanding of topics covered in lecture and lab.  Attendance, completion of assigned readings, attentiveness in lecture and lab will ensure satisfactory performance in the class.  Demonstrating a thorough understanding of course material and intelligent engagement in class discussions constitutes high achievement in the course. 


Grading Scale:
Weekly Quizzes (7)			  70 points		
Midterm				100 points
Final Exam				100 points
[bookmark: _GoBack]Personal Field Trip Reports (10)	             100 points
					330 points total

The grade is out of total points.  Each student’s points will be converted to a percentage before assigning grades.
	(Total Possible Points / Points Earned) x 100 = %

Grades are assigned according to the following guidelines.	
	> 90%   =   A
	80-89% =   B
	70-79% =   C
	60-69% =   D
	<60%    =   F

Assignments and Participation:
Field Trip Reports:  This assignment is designed to allow each student to have a hands-on experience and learn more about nature.  Each student will select field trip locations based on their own interests, and visit the location.  You will be given class time for field trips and to write reports.  The field trip must be directly related to course topics.  Each student will turn in a 1-2 page typed paper, every Monday, describing an organism they encountered, or could have encountered, while on the field trip (specific plant, animal, algae etc.) and how it survives in its particular habitat. Also briefly describe their experience and what they learned from their field trip.  

Class Participation and Attendance:  Regular attendance in lecture and lab is expected and essential for successful completion of this course.  Please turn off cell phones.  You may not leave lecture or lab early.  It’s important to actively participate.  You will lose participation points for not participating in a positive manner, leaving early, or missing class.    
Punctuality:  Please arrive on time; lecture and lab will start promptly.  Participation points will be deducted for tardiness.

Laboratory Policies:  All labs require that closed toed shoes be worn.  Labs for this course will be conducted in the field as field trips with the exception of the two labs held at the main campus.  Further instruction for each field trip will be provided as needed. Never taste, smell or touch lab materials without prior authorization.  Some labs may require goggles, gloves or other protective gear be worn (which will be provided).  It is required that two labs be held at the Chaminade campus, those dates are noted on the lab schedule.  If you are unable to comply with the lab safety rules you will not be allowed to complete the lab.  

Course Ground Rules: Please remember……participation is required, be respectful, be punctual, keep up with assigned readings, turn off cell phones, you may not leave early and do not have conversations while I am lecturing.  Treat lab equipment with care and proper handling, enjoy lab time but don’t act silly.  

Guidelines for Communication:
Email:  Best way to contact me.  Please use your Chaminade email and always include a subject line.  

Discussion:  Be respectful, it is a discussion not an argument.  Be positive and constructive. 

Library:
Link to the Chaminade library www.chaminade.edu/library and other online libraries or databases.

Students with Disabilities:
It is the student’s responsibility to self identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  Contact the Director of Personal Counseling at (808) 739-4603 or email:  jyasuhar@chaminade.edu.

Technical Support:  For technical questions: contact the Chaminade eCollege helpdesk at:  helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com, or call toll free at: (866) 647-0654.
Ecollege Account Support:  Call 808-739-8327 or email jnakason@chaminade.edu.   


Biology 101 – General Biology - Spring 2013
Monday and Wednesday 5:30pm – 9:10pm 
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

Date             Topic                                                                                                   
M 4/1              Course Introduction, Introduction to Biology
W 4/3              Botanic Garden Field Trip 1				   
M 4/8	   Chemistry, Biological Molecules, Chapters 1-3
W 4/10            State Park Field Trip 2 	
M 4/15            Cells, Chapters 4-5 
W 4/17             Hiking Field Trip 3
M 4/22            Energy, Cellular Respiration and Photosynthesis, Chapters 6, 7 & 8
W 4/24	            Botanic Garden Field Trip 4
M 4/29             DNA and Inheritance, Chapters 9 -11
W 5/1              City/Community Park Field Trip 5
M 5/6               Midterm Exam  
W 5/8	            Beach Field Trip 6 
M 5/13            Gene Expression, Biotechnology and Evolution, Chapters 12 -17 
W 5/15            Ocean Field Trip (Aquarium) 7
M 5/20            Ecology and Conservation Biology, Chapters 25 - 30
W 5/22            Planting/Gardening Day 8 
M 5/27		No Class               
W 5/29            Recycling Day9 					              
M 6/3              Ecology and Conservation Biology (continued), Review
W 6/5              Reflections/Review of Field Trips Report 10
M 6/10		Final Exam

Note:  Schedule/material is subject to change at my discretion.



