                                  C H A M I N A D E    U N I V E R S I T Y    S Y L L A B U S

COURSE TITLE and NUMBER:  CJA 680ST: Organized Crime. 

TERM/ CLASSROOM: 2013 Spring Master’s Term.  Fridays 5:30-9:40 p.m. in Henry 223.
INSTRUCTOR:   Collin K. C. Lau, J. D.
PHONE:   735‑4882.
E-MAIL:  clau@chaminade.edu
OFFICE HOURS: Before or after class.

BIOGRAPHY:    Mr. Lau is a full-time lecturer in the Criminology and Criminal Justice department at Chaminade University.  He received a Bachelor of Education degree from the University of Hawaii and a Juris Doctorate from the Richardson School of Law.  Mr. Lau has worked as a law clerk for the Hawaii Supreme Court, a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, and a Deputy Corporation Counsel and in the private practice of law. Mr. Lau also worked two terms as an Independent Counsel to the Oahu Grand Jury.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  An examination of the impact upon and problems posed to the criminal justice system by organized crime in the United States and other countries.*** 

[**Weekly class subjects.  We will be covering the textbook materials but will also be covering organized crime from among the following subject areas: 1) The early history of organized crime. 2) The history of the mafia. 3) Significant organized crime figures, 4) The business of organized crime (types, methodology, characteristics). 5) The variety of organized crime groups (ethnic/racial, lifestyle, crime-defined, modern gangs). 6) Organized crime in the modern age. 7) International organized crime. 8)  In(famous) organized crime events. 9) Law enforcement efforts against organized crime. 10) The methodology and ritual of organized crime groups and individuals. 11) Women and Organized Crime.]

COURSE OBJECTIVES: Upon completion of the course, the student will demonstrate student learning in:
>   the historical circumstances involved in the development of organized crime in the    
     United States.
>   the varied methods and business practices of organized crime groups.
>   the international scope and nature of organized crime. 
>   the connection between ethnic or cultural background and organized crime groups.
>   the techniques and strategies used in the laundering of illegally earned money.
>   the enactment and enforcement of criminal statutes aimed at organized crime in 
     America.
>   the use of surveillance and informants in the prosecution of organized crime cases..
>   historic law enforcement efforts to investigate and prosecute organized crime figures.
>   significant figures and events in the history of organized crime.

TEXTBOOK: Albanese, Jay, Organized Crime in Our Times, (2011 6th edition) ISBN 978-1-43774-453-8.                

OTHER READING:  Class handouts will be distributed. See also supplemental reading list. 
 
PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES.  This class seeks to fulfill the following learning outcomes of the MSCJA program at Chaminade University. 
1.  Practical knowledge regarding the inherent complexities and day-to-day operations of 
      the American criminal justice system.
2.  A comprehensive, integrated model of criminal justice administration theory and 
      practice, stressing conceptual, methodological and contextual knowledge development 
      and application.
3.  Preparing for careers in the administration of criminal justice. 

GENERAL CHAMINADE MATTERS:
Marianist Educational Values. The five characteristics are:  
1. Educate for Formation in Faith. 
2. Provide an Excellent Education. 
3. Educate in Family Spirit. 
4. Educate for Service, Justice, and Peace. 
5. Educate for Adaptation to Change. 
Each of these characteristics are incorporated in different ways into the presentation of this course. I especially emphasize characteristics 2, 4 and 5.

READING and CLASS ASSIGNMENTS:  All reading and class assignments must be completed prior to class or the student will not be meeting course requirements.  Classes are prepared on the assumption and expectation that the student has read the assigned materials and completed any required assignments.  All weekly assignments are due by the next class session in hard copy. All assignments not turned into class on a timely basis will be graded at 50% or less of the assignment points earned. 

ACADEMIC HONESTY: Academic honesty is an essential aspect of all learning, scholarship, and research. It is one of the values regarded most highly by academic communities throughout the world. Violations of the principle of academic honesty are extremely serious and will not be tolerated. Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in any act of dishonesty and by reporting any incidence of academic dishonesty to an instructor or to a University official. Academic dishonesty may include theft of records or examinations, alteration of grades, and plagiarism. Questions of academic dishonesty in a particular class are first reviewed by the instructor, who must make a report with recommendations to the Dean of the Academic Division. Punishment for academic dishonesty will be determined by the instructor and the Dean of the Academic Division and may range from an 'F' grade for the work in question to an 'F' for the course to suspension or dismissal from the University.






ATTENDANCE and PARTICIPATION: Class participation is an expected and essential requirement of the course. A student's participation in each session is considered important to the learning process.  Missing a session is not an excuse for not submitting assignments due nor does it ever excuse a student from being prepared for the next session.  A student's absence from or late arrivals to a session will* impact the student's grade.  Two late arrivals absent extraordinary circumstances will be counted as one unexcused absence. Students who miss a class session are still obligated to turn in all due written assignments (by email) by the end of that scheduled class session. *Note:  Missing one class session unexcused or missing two class sessions for any reason eliminates the student’s chances of receiving an “A” for the course.
 
CLASSROOM DECORUM: Simple rules. No cell phone use or text-messaging during class time. If your cell phone vibrates, you are expected not to answer it unless it is genuine emergency. If a laptop computer is opened, it must be directly involved in our class work. No disruptive talking during class. No work on other courses or matters during our class time. Civility and respect is important and expected in class at all times.

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS: All formal writing assignments must seek to adhere to the writing standards and format that are set by the American Psychological Association (APA).

COURSE GRADING:  Final grades are based on the following factors:

       	             RESEARCH PAPER ASSIGNMENT...........................  100 Points
                         CLASS ASSIGNMENTS**...........................................  325 Points
            	             FINAL EXAMINATION/ PROJECT ........................... 125 Points

**[Eight weekly assignments worth up to 25 points each, Eight video questionaires worth up to 125 points].

GRADING:     	            A =  90% of the possible 550 total points (495+)
                                    B =  80% of the possible 550 total points (440+)
                                    C =  70% of the possible 550 total points (385+)
                                    F =   Less than 60% of possible points     (<385)
                                    FA = failure due to excessive unexcused absences (2 or more).
           
DISCLAIMER:  The instructor reserves the right to make slight modifications to the course syllabus if and only if the circumstances warrant or require it. Any modification will be made known to the student.

End of syllabus.



CJA 680 SUPPLEMENTAL READING LIST.

Balsam, William and Carpozi, Jr., Crime Incorporated  (1991) (The Mafia’s first 100 years).

Corbitt, Michael and Giancana, Double Deal (2003) (Story of farmer police chief who worked with the Chicago mob).

English, T. J., Born to Kill  (1995) (Story of the infamous Vietnamese gang)..

Grant, Robert and Katz, Joseph, The Great Trials of the Twenties (1998) (Book describes Chicago Black Sox and Al Capone trials).

Kaplan, David E. and Dubro, Alec, Yakuza, Japan’s Criminal Underworld (2003) (Historical development of Japan’s largest organized crime organization)

Kleinknecht, William, The New Ethnic Mobs (1996) (International organized crime groups from Jamaica, Russia, Hong Kong and Columbia is discovered).

Lacey, Robert, Little Man (1991) (The life and times of mobster Meyer Lansky). 

Lombardo, Robert, Organized Crime in Chicago (2012) (History of Chicago OC and the Outfit)

Maas, Peter, Underboss (1997) (The story of Sammy the Bull Gravano).

Mustain, Gene and Capeci, Jerry, Mob Star (1988) (Story of mob boss John Gotti).

Nordstrom, Carolyn, Global Outlaws (2007) (Anthropological view of crime, money and power around the world).

Rabb, Selwyn,  Five Families (2008) (Documents the five primary Mafia families in New York).

Ragano, Frank and Raab, Selwyn, Mob Lawyer (1994) (Autobiography of lawyer for Jimmy Hoffa and Santo Trafficante).

Scheim, David, Contract on America (1988) (Theorizes that the Mafia killed President John F. Kennedy).

Schoenberg, Robert, Mr. Capone (1992) (Detailed book about the life of Al Capone).

Sikes, Gini, 8 Ball Chicks (1993) (Expose of girl gangs in three American cities).

Turkus, Burton B. and Feder, Sid, Murder, Inc (1951) (The story of the American syndicate).
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