Philosophy 103 -- Critical Thinking

Spring 2013
Instructor: Dr. Thomas (Toby) Yos

Meeting Time: Thursdays, 5:30-9:40

Meeting Dates: April 4 – June 6
Classroom: Tripler
Office Hours: Before and after class

E-mail: thomas.yos@adjunct.chaminade.edu


or through eCollege "Email" on Course Toolbar
Required Texts: 

What The Dog Saw and Other Adventures by Malcolm Gladwell
Easier Than You Think by Richard Carlson

A Study in Scarlet by Arthur Conan Doyle

Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom
Course Description: The famous philosopher Socrates once said: "The unexamined life is not worth living."  How does one examine one's life?  What gives us the power to understand ourselves and our world in a deeper and more accurate way?  It is, in large part, the quality of our thinking.  If one can think carefully and critically about things, one is better prepared to live a more genuine and fulfilling life.  

But what does it mean to be a good thinker?  And how can one become a better thinker?  In this class we will consider these questions.  We will think about thinking.  We will learn to spot poor, misleading thinking.  We will learn how to use effective thinking strategies.  We will learn not only by listening to lectures and reading.  We will also learn to think better by practicing this good thinking while discussing and writing; we will learn how to examine our lives through the process of actually examining our lives.

Course Objectives: (1) To empower students to examine their world more carefully.  (2) To help students to read, write, speak, and listen more critically.  (3) To create a respectful community of inquiry where students can share their views.
Assignments:  

· Class Reflection Essay: You will have to submit one essay.  This essay should be approximately 6-8 typed, double-spaced pages.
· Reading Journal Entries: You will have to submit 8 Reading Journal entries.  Each entry should be approximately 1-2 typed, double-spaced pages.
· Self-Evaluation: At the end of the course you must complete an evaluation of your performance in the class.
· Attendance and Reading: Each week you are expected to attend class and read the assigned pages from your books.
Points will be awarded as follows:

Class Reflection Essay: 100 points
Reading Journal Entries: 160 points (each of the eight entries is worth 20 points)
Self-Evaluation: 40 points 
 

Course Grade: You will be able to earn a maximum of 300 points in this course.  The number of points that you earn will determine your final grade for the course.
     If you earn 270-300 points (90% and above) you will get a grade of “A” for the course. 

     If you earn 240-269 points (80% to 89%) you will get a grade of “B” for the course. 

     If you earn 210-239 points (70% to 79%) you will get a grade of “C” for the course. 

     If you earn 180-209 points (60% to 69%) you will get a grade of “D” for the course. 

     If you earn 179 points or below (59% and below) you will get a grade of “F” for the course. 

 

Rewrite Policy: If you wish to improve an assignment you may rewrite it.  Each assignment may be rewritten a maximum of two times.  Please turn in the prior draft(s) of the assignment with your rewrite.  Work which is turned in after the end of class #8 may not be rewritten.

eCollege:  I have set up an eCollege online companion to this course.  You are not required to use eCollege.  You can, however, use it as a resource for this course.  Through eCollege you can:

· submit your work electronically through the "dropbox" tab.

· contact me through the "email" tab.

· keep track of your grades through the "gradebook" tab.

· find audio and video links for some of the course material.

· communicate with your classmates.

Getting to eCollege:  If you want to use this resource, get to eCollege by doing the following:

· Go to the Chaminade University web site:   http://www.chaminade.edu/

· Click eCollege at the top of the screen:  http://chaminade.ecollege.com/

· Login.  Note that there are links on the bottom of the screen if you need assistance.

· Click on "Course List" and then click on our course.

· Once in the course you will find the Syllabus and a How to get Help announcement.  These will provide you with further directions. 

 A NOTE ON PLAGIARISM:  Plagiarism is strictly prohibited.  Plagiarism will, at the very least, result in failure of the assignment.  Additionally, Plagiarism may lead to failure of the course, or suspension, or dismissal from the university.  For more information on this go to eCollege and visit Plagiarism: Why you should NOT do it.

The First Kind of Assignment: Class Reflection Essay
This essay will give you the opportunity to think through the material which we have studied and also to do your own philosophizing.  Note: You do not need to do a lot of (or even any) research for this essay.  Take what you learned from class and do your own thinking.

 

Topic: Reflect both on what we learned and on how we learned.  This essay should have two parts.
Part I: Reflect on what we learned.  Our goal this term was to learn more about good thinking.  What did you learn?  Using examples from what we read and what we talked about in class, answer this question:  What is good thinking?  (Stuck?  Here’s a hint:  Imagine that you wanted to teach your child to be a good thinker.  What are the things that you would teach him/her?)
Part II: Reflect on how we learned.  Imagine that someone from Chaminade comes to observe our class.  “What!?” she says to you.  “No tests!  Few lectures!  You just sit around and chat much of the time?!?  What kind of class is this?!?  How are you learning anything?!?”

Reflect on your experience of being part of our classroom community of inquiry and compose a response to this critic.  Use specific examples from class to support your points.  Your reply should respond to the following questions:
· Was this experience worthwhile?  Why or why not?

· What did you learn?  

· Do you think that this is an effective way to learn?  Why or why not?  

· And, finally, do you think this course achieved the goal of helping you to become a better, more critical thinker?  Why or why not?

Length:  Your essay should be approximately 6-8 typed, double-spaced pages.  (Each of the two sections should be about 3-4 pages.)  This is a guideline only.  The quality of the work is much more important than the quantity of the work.

Due date:  The last day to turn all work is the last class (Thursday, June 6).  Essays turned in to me by Class #8 (May 23) will be graded and returned to you in time for you to make revisions.
Submitting Essays:  You can either turn in a hard copy of the essay in class or you can submit the entries electronically through eCollege by going to the Dropbox tab on the course toolbar.  Then go to the appropriate Essay dropbox.  Graded electronically submitted entries will be returned to you by me through your Dropbox inbox.  Please save your documents in Rich Text Format (rtf).

 

Writing a good philosophy paper: For tips on writing a good philosophy paper and a sample essay please go to eCollege Course Home and see "Tips for writing a good philosophy paper."  
Grading: Your essays will be given a score from 0 to 100.  An excellent “A” paper will earn from 90-100 points.  A good, above-average “B” paper will earn from 80-89 points.  An average “C” paper will earn from 70-79 points.  A below-average “D” paper will earn from 60-69 points.  A failing “F” paper will earn 59 points or below.  A paper which is not turned in will earn no points and will receive a failing grade of 0.  (If you fail to turn in an essay, it is unlikely that you will pass the course.)
The Second Kind of Assignment: Reading Journals
You are required to complete eight Reading Journal entries.  Your Reading Journal is a tool which will help you to reflect on your reading, connect it to your own experiences, and help you to answer our big question: What is good thinking?
A weekly Reading Journal entry is a written response to that week’s assigned reading.  So, obviously, before writing an entry you must do the reading.  (The weekly reading assignments are listed on the course schedule.)
Each Reading Journal should have 3 parts.

Part I: Recount.  Pick one interesting idea from the week’s reading.  Briefly recap this idea.  This part doesn’t have to be too long; a couple of sentences or a paragraph are fine.  (I’ve already read the books so you don’t have to tell me much about them.)
Part II: Reflect.  Reflect on the interesting idea and connect it your own life.  Does it prompt you to reflect upon any of your own experiences?  Does it give you new insight into your life or your world?  Does it inspire you to do something or make some change?

Part III: Thinking about Thinking.  What is good thinking?  What answers to this question does this week’s reading suggest to you?  What examples of good (or bad) thinking did you find in this week’s reading?

You should keep your Reading Journal from the first class until the ninth class.  Each week write up and turn in one entry.  This means that you will submit a total of eight weekly entries.
Length:  Each Reading Journal entry should be approximately 1-2 typed, double-spaced pages long.  This is a guideline only.  The quality of the work is much more important than the quantity of the work.

Due date:  The last day to turn all work is the last class (Thursday, June 6).  I would, however, like you to turn in a Reading Journal entry each week.

Submitting Entries:  You can either turn in a hard copy of the entries in class or you can submit the entries electronically through eCollege by going to the Dropbox tab on the course toolbar.  Then go to the appropriate Reading Journal dropbox.  Graded electronically submitted entries will be returned to you by me through your Dropbox inbox.  Please save your documents in Rich Text Format (rtf).

Grading: These short papers will be graded on a scale of 0 to 20.  The grades are as follows: 

18-20 points: A

16-17 points: B

14-15 points: C

12-13 points: D

1-5 points: F
assignments which are not submitted receive 0 points
The Third Kind of Assignment: Self—Evaluation Sheet
How did you do in this class?  Please answer this question by filling out and submitting the following Self-Evaluation sheet.  
Please score each category from 0 to 10.  (10 = A+   9 = A-   8 = B   7 = C   6 = D   0-5 = F)

Attendance (I attended class whenever possible)



_____


Participation (I participated in our discussions)



_____


Safety (I contributed to making our class an intellectually safe place)
_____


Effort (I gave this class my best effort)




_____







Total Number of Points (0-40):
_____
            

Due date:  Submit this form by the last class (Thursday, June 6).  

Course Schedule
	Week
	Read! in What The Dog Saw
	Read! In your other books
	Write! Do your written assignments

	Class #1: April 4
	Pages 1-50
	Tuesdays with Morrie

Pages 1-61
	Reading Journal #1

	Class #2: April 11
	Pages 51-100
	Tuesdays with Morrie

Pages 62-128
	Reading Journal #2

	Class #3: April 18
	Pages 101-148
	Tuesdays with Morrie

Pages 129-192
	Reading Journal #3

	Class #4: April 25
	Pages 149-198
	Easier Than You Think
Pages 1-63
	Reading Journal #4

	Class #5: May 2
	Pages 199-262
	Easier Than You Think

Pages 64-128
	Reading Journal #5

	Class #6: May 9
	Pages 263-313
	Easier Than You Think

Pages 129-192
	Reading Journal #6

	Class #7: May 16
	Pages 314-356
	A Study in Scarlet
Pages 1-62
	Reading Journal #7

	Class #8: May 23
	Pages 357-412
	A Study in Scarlet

Pages 65-121
	Reading Journal #8

	Class #9: May 30
	Finish any unfinished reading
	Finish any unfinished reading
	Class Reflection Essay

	Class #10: June 6
	
	
	All work is due






