Philosophy 100 -- Introduction to Philosophy (Online)
Spring Evening 2013

Instructor: Dr. Thomas (Toby) Yos
Meeting Dates: April 1 - June 10 (Final Exam: June 8)
Office Hours: Visit My (virtual) Office anytime
E-mail: thomas.yos@adjunct.chaminade.edu or through eCollege Email on Course Toolbar
Required Texts:
The Big Questions: A Short Introduction to Philosophy (Eighth Edition) by Robert Solomon and Kathleen Higgins

Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom


Course Description: A philosopher is one who pursues wisdom. Philosophers work, through hard and careful thinking, to make sense of it all. They endeavor to discover who we are, how we fit into the universe, and, so too, how we ought to live. 

This course aims to strike a balance between the study and the doing of philosophy. Students will study the ideas of many great philosophers and learn more about the discipline of philosophy. They also will engage in philosophical thinking themselves and, in doing so, strengthen their own philosophical abilities and tendencies.


Course Objectives: (1) To introduce students to the discipline of philosophy. (2) To empower students to think, read, and write more critically and carefully. (3) To create a respectful community of inquiry where students can share their views.


Assignments: 
· Essay: You will have to submit one Essay. This essay should be approximately 5 typed, double-spaced pages. 

· Tuesday with Morrie Journals: You will have to submit six Tuesday with Morrie Journal entries. Each entry should be approximately 1 typed, double-spaced page. 

· Discussion: There will be two graded threaded discussion questions posted each week. You must post at least three contributions to each of these weekly discussion questions (for a total of 6 discussion postings per week). 

· Final Exam: You are required to take an in-person final exam on Saturday, June 8. 

Points will be awarded as follows:
5 page Essay: 100 points
Tuesday with Morrie Journal entries: 60 points (each of the six entries is worth 10 points)
Threaded Discussion Postings: 60 points (each of the ten weekly discussions is worth 6 points)
Final Exam: 100 points
Course Grade: You will be able to earn a maximum of 320 points in this course. The number of points that you earn will determine your final grade for the course.

If you earn 288-320 points (90% and above) you will get a grade of “A” for the course. 
If you earn 256-287 points (80% to 89%) you will get a grade of “B” for the course. 
If you earn 224-255 points (70% to 79%) you will get a grade of “C” for the course. 
If you earn 192-223 points (60% to 69%) you will get a grade of “D” for the course. 
If you earn 191 points or below (59% and below) you will get a grade of “F” for the course. 

Rewrite Policy: If you wish to improve an assignment you may rewrite it. Each assignment may be rewritten a maximum of two times. Please note that work which is turned in later than 2 weeks before the end of the term may not be returned to you in time for you to rewrite it.

You are not required to rewrite any assignments. But please keep in mind that it is difficult to earn a grade of “A” from me on the 5 page essay. If you are hoping to get an “A” for the course, you should remember this, turn in your essays early, and plan on rewriting them.

Due Date: Discussion Postings must be made by the end (Midnight, Sunday) of each week. 

A suggested time-line for submitting written assignments is given on the Course Schedule. The last day to turn all essays and journal entries is Midnight, Monday, June 10. This gives you considerable flexibility in when you can submit your essays and journal entries. You can turn in these assignments early or you can submit them at the deadline. It is up to you.

Please note, however, that any work that is turned in later than two weeks before the end of the term may not be graded and returned to you in time for you to rewrite it. So, if you are thinking of rewriting an assignment, submit it by this date.

Also, please be warned that with freedom comes responsibility. I give you the flexibility to work at your own pace, but this also allows you to procrastinate and leave everything until the end. I strongly warn you not to do this! Students who leave all of their work until the end often find that they run out of time and, as a consequence, receive either a low grade or – in those cases where they don’t get all their work done – a failing grade for the course.


Got Questions?
· About the content, structure, or expectations of this course? Visit My (virtual) Office and ask your question. 

· About more personal matters? Feel free to send me an e-mail. 

· About technical, computer stuff? Check out the "Student Orientation Tutorial" or the "Tech Support" or "Help" tabs on the course toolbar. 


For more information about each kind of assignment and for a course outline please see the corresponding tabs under "Course Home."





