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Course Description:
The course explores the history and cultures of major world civilizations from 1500 to present. The focus will be on developing critical thinking while studying the past and exploring how people and societies respond to historic changes and developments. 

While every aspect of historic developments is equally important, it is impossible to cover centuries of history in an accelerated course setting. Thus, the course will focus on major themes and comparative analyses of politics, society, religion, and philosophy. 

This course will follow an interactive and participatory concept. 

Required Text:
Word Civilization, Volume II: Since 1500, Philip J. Adler/Randall L. Pouwels (Sixth Edition)

Course Requirements:
The class requires attendance and participation as this is an accelerated course format. Please come to class prepared – weekly reading assignments – and actively contribute to the class discussion.

1. Attendance and Participation (50 points) 
This is an accelerated class. Please ensure attendance of all class meetings and active participation in the discussions.

1. Chapter Presentations (100 points)
Each student is required to prepare four chapter presentations. The chapters will be assigned a the first class meeting. The students are expected to be well acquainted with the chapter content, be able to present the main points to the class, supported by enhancing visuals (PPP, maps, etc.). The presentations will be 10-15 minutes.

1. Chapter Summaries (100 points)
Each student is required to prepare summaries of the assigned chapters. The summaries will be 2-3 pages long in APA format and provided to the instructor at the beginning of the class. The summaries will be part of the class binder.

1. Final Paper (250 Points)
Each student is required to write a 5-8 pages narrative paper as the final project of the course. The topic can be selected from the provided list or can be a topic of choice – prior approval from the instructor is required. The topic selection is due at the second class meeting, including a short summary of topics covered in the paper. A draft of the paper will be due at the 5th class meeting. The instructor will provide individual feedback at the 6th class meeting. The final paper will be due at the last class meeting.

The paper will be 5-8 pages, with a cover page and a bibliography based on APA or approved format. The paper will have an introduction, a main body, and a conclusion Students are required to cite sources from quoted material, including internet sources. 
Remember to give credit to the sources that you “borrow” facts, phrases, or ideas from – use footnotes. PLAGIARISM WILL RESULT IN A FAILING GRADE.

