Chaminade University
EN 307, Nature Writing
Spring Day Term, 2013
Instructor, James Kraus, jkraus@chaminade.edu, ph. 808-735-4877
Office: Henry Hall 206-D
OfficeHours: Tuesday, 2 - 3 p.m.; Wednesday,11 a.m. - 12: 30 p.m., 1:30- 3 p.m.

Course Management System

e Thissemester we areusing a site called Edwebs/M oodle as our cour se management interface.
e Theinitial login processisasfollows:
0 Gotothelink below.
0 Click onthe" Create New Account" button and fill out the form to assign yourself a
username and password.
o Upon receiving an email back from the site, you will need to click on theurl in the message
to confirm your account.
0 Then goto the course by way of thefollowing url:
= http://www.edwebs.activemoodle.com/cour se/view.php?id=124
= Contact instructor for course enrollment key

Course Description

In its essence, Nature Writing is a multi- and rirdisciplinary course about how we humans
have learned to create names for, and describeldtenships among, the parts of the natural
world. Its aim is to provide an arena within whitiandents are able to develop and refine a
concept of "the whole person" as one who is inlggliaked to landscape, seascape and
cityscape that together manifest as "the environth@entral to the course is the notion of an
environmental ethic that is both personal and $acid which, like nature itself, is continually
evolving. The course's persistent prompting ofimgiassignments with questions like "What
makes a place sacred?" or "What makes it ominaus?¥Vhat (if anything) separates man from
nature?" serve to keep students focused on thefus®l refinement of language as a tool for
self-examination, critical thinking and personaiispal development.

Additionally, Nature Writing explores the variougellectual histories out of which today's
environmental movement continues to critically examtself and the broader social values
from which new environmental policies are emergi@ge important theme in this regard is the
critical examination of the emergent emphasis alopbphical Pragmatism in the field of
environmental ethics.

All participants in the course keep journals in evhihey record their observations of class
sessions, field trips, readings and independemgsitEssays generally consist of edited
material from journals and are submitted via therse website to the entire class.

Students who take the course as part of an EnvieatehStudies curriculum may earn course
credit for the completion of simulated environmépt@posals, assessments or research project
reports.
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In sum, the course provides opportunity for practrca wide range of both
professional/technical and non-professional enwvirental writing through which students can
explore, develop and refine a variety of ways afing about the environment.

Diversity

Chaminade's "Core Beliefs Statenfesdys, "Students, both traditional and non-tradi, bring

a variety of talents, traditions, cultures andi@ibg. This diversity brings a special opporturiiy
the Chaminade community, which can then nurturegande each student to the fullest
realization of potential." Consequently, this ceuencompasses readings that reflect and
examine the diversity of our literary, cultural aemvironmental heritage. Additionally, the
course puts special attention on the problems fagexithors seeking to write from unique
personal or cultural perspectives to readers whpmoashare the same perspectives or cultural
background.

Summary of Course Objectives:

« Provide students with a basic understanding of lamguage has been used to name the
parts of the natural world

- Develop and refine a personalized concept of tHeofvperson™ as integrally linked to
the environment

« Provide an understanding of philosophical Pragmmairsrelation to environmentalism

- Provide a general knowledge of "topistics” as a wlaynderstanding the human
environment

- Understand the origins of the environmental movdamen

« Understand the relation of poetry to the develogméenvironmental ideas

« Understand the place of Emerson ("Nature") and &oi("Walden" and "Walking") in
the development of ideas about nature

- Understand the role of religion in the formatioreaivironmental values

+ ldentify the key writers working today in the aranature writing

- To help students become independent learners

This course fulfills the following English Progrdearning objectives:

« A proficiency in writing through the production nbn-fiction essays.

« The ability to define various literary critical ajpaches and apply them to given texts.

- The ability to define, identify, and articulate mamovements/periods in British and
American literature.

- The ability to critically analyze significant autiso texts, an issues in British and
American Literature.

This course also fulfills the following EnvironmainBtudies Program learning outcomes.
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Students will be able to demonstrate an understgnafi:

« The central importance of spirituality and worldvgein the “environmental
movement”

« Problem-solving skills from diverse disciplines ftiverse populations

+ Relevant written and oral communication skills

« Computer literacy

- The major environmental issues and their potestaltions

« The importance of the environment in our own heafttd well being

« Career opportunities in the environment

Texts
All texts are available free via the course website

Ralph Waldo EmersoriNature”

Jordan Fisher-SmitliField Observations: An Interview with Wendell Bgtr
Aldo Leopold, excerpts from "The Land Ethic" aBdnd County Almanac
Barry Lopez A Literature of Place

Steven M. Meyer;End of the Wild: The extinction crisis is over. Wst."
John Muir,"The American Forests"

Thoreau, Henry DavidValden

Thoreau,'Walking"

E. O. Wilson,"Arousing Biophilia: A Conversation with E. O. Wagr"
Sarah Orne Jeweithe Country of Pointed Firs

Robert Frost, "The Need of Being Versed in Couiitnings'

Gary Snyder, various poems

Walt Whitman,"Song of the Redwood Tree"

Online References

Online searching and research help from Sullivdadry, Chaminade University
Online searching of University of Hawai'i Libraries

Environment Hawaii

Association for the Study of Literature and the iEmvment

Requirements

Participation / Attendanc@pproximately 20%)

Journal(approximately 10%)

Essayqapproximately 30%)

Quizzes, Q&A Exercises and Miscellaneous Assigne@gproximately 20%)
Final Exam(approximately 20%)
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Participation / Attendance

Since this is an online class, students are redjgreegularly participate by posting responses to
guestions presented in the course outline. Eadestls first posting should be a direct response
to the discussion question itself; it should bevaginal response based on the student's
individual understanding of the question. Followagstings should consist of reactions to other
students' postings; students are expected to ptesisa one follow-up response for each
discussion question. Students should keep in nmiatithe best responses often culminate in the
assertion of further topical questions.

Participation in online discussions and submissioother assignments will constitute
attendance in this class. Consequently, failureguolarly participate in discussions or submit
assignments in a timely way will constitute abseBmarause the online environment provides
considerable latitude in terms of when and wheendtance takes place, there is no distinction
between in this course between excused and unakabsence. All students are expected to
participate in a timely way. The instructor resartiee right to penalize students for late
submission of assignments. If extensions of duesdate necessary, students are advised to
email the instructor prior to due dates in ordereiguest extensions.

Consistent with University policies, students wloonbt participate in the course for two
consecutive weeks may be administratively droppewh the course.

Journal

The course also requires keeping a journal in @eatiional bound paper notebook. Entries
should be dated in order to reflect regular writmmgctice throughout the term. Entries should
consist of responses to prompts in the coursenatéis well as free-form responses the required
readings, notes on the writing process and shaibfial sketches. The requirement for the
journal is a minimum of 30 pages (4500 words mimmydor the term. Journals may be checked
periodically during the term and will be checkedte final exam.

Essays

Two essays of 1500 - 2000 words each (a minimuad 6§t3500 words for both) are due during
the term. The two essays are submitted via theseoneb site. Document format should be in
accord with the MLA guidelines. In general, writtenrk is evaluated with regard to
organization, clarity, correctness, conciseness cagativity.

Quizzes, Question & Answer Exercises and Miscellaneous Assignments

Online quizzes, Q&A exercises and other assignmametslue throughout the term. They are
intended to pace the student through the coursgisred readings and to provide a useful index
of the student's comprehension of course contetim&sion of quizzes is required; they are
automatically graded and should be seen as prépafat the objective section of the final
exam, as described below. Completion of "QuestrmhAnswer Exercises" is also required and
other miscellaneous assignments may from timamne te added to the course study guide.
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Final Exam

The final exam consists of two sections. The Sesttion is made up of short answer and/or
multiple-choice questions similar to those on th&zes. The second section consists of one or
more essay questions. Review questions for they egsdion are distributed during the week
prior to the exam. Both sections of the exam ales&d book."” While the first part of the exam

is administered online, the second part must baesmrin a face-to-face, proctored environment
during final exam week. See the last section ofGbarse Outline for the specific time and place
of the exam.

Sdf-assessment and Final Grade

The final grade for the course will be determinegart by the studentelf-assessment and
grade estimatevhich will be submitted after taking the finalaan.

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

All material submitted in fulfillment of course reigements must be written by the registered
student during the term.

Work written for other courses is unacceptabléia bne. There may be limited exceptions;
approval by the instructor early in the term isuieed.

While students are strongly encouraged to consultces outside the required reading of the
course, they are also responsible for clearlyrsjatie nature of their sources. Statements of
"common knowledge" are generally exempt from thisogarly requirement.

Plagiarism is defined as the presentation of sometse's ideas as your own. Plagiarism in this
course will result in a grade of "0" for the assiggnt and possible failure for the course.

If the instructor suspects plagiarism, the burdiegproof of the originality of the writing lies with
the student. Evidence of originality would includgpies of early drafts of the writing, research
and interview notes, as well as the ability to dsscthe themes of the writing with the instructor.
Students should consider their instructor's vigiam such matters a normal part of the
academic process and should be prepared to pregdence of originality if requested.

Students are strongly advised to save files ofyehdfts of essays, along with outlines, research
notes and other supporting documentation, as 8teuctor may at any time require that they be
presented.

Tentative Course Outline

Unit 1 -- The Nature Journal

« Thoreau's Journals
« Thoreau, "The PondsWalden
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Unit 2 -- Thoreau, Emerson, Whitman and Muir
« Thoreau, "Where | Lived and What | Lived For"
« Emerson, selection from "Nature"
« Whitman, "The Redwood Tree," "This Compost"
e Muir, "The American Forests"

Unit 3 -- W. S. Merwin, Environmental Journalism

« Merwin, The Rain in the Trees
« Environment Hawai'i

Unit 4 -- Writing about "the Wild"

« Jack LondonThe Call of the Wild
« Quiz1l

Unit 5 -- Walking
« Thoreau, "Walking"
Unit 6 -- The Food Chain
« Thoreau, "Reading," "Solitude," "Higher Laws"
Unit 7 -- Exploration
« John Wesley PowellThe Colorado River and its Canyons
Unit 8 -- Going it Alone

« Audrey Sutherland?addling My Own Canoe
- Field Trip Report Due

Unit 9 -- Wilderness vs. Civilization
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- Thoreau, "The Bean Field,"” "The Village," "Bruteiijlgbors," "The Pond in Winter"

+ Quiz 2
Unit 10 -- Versed in Country Things
« Robert Frost, "The Need of Being Versed in Couittmnngs"

« Sarah Orne Jeweifhe Country of Pointed Firs
« Haiku
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Unit 11 -- Gary Snyder

« Snyder, "Four Changes," selected poems
Unit 12 -- Aldo Leopold and Rachel Carson

- Leopold, Sand County Almanac

« Carson, Silent Spring

« Quiz 3
Unit 13 -- Contemporary Nature Writing

+ Interview with Wendell Berry

- Barry Lopez, A Literature of Place

« E.O. Wilson, "Arousing Biophilia"

Unit 14 -- The Environmental Movement

« Environmental Movement Timeline
- Ecology Hall of Fame

Unit 15 — Extinction

« Steven M. Meyer, "End of the Wild: The Extinctionigls is Over. We Lost."

- Essay 2 Due
« Quiz 4
« Final Exam
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