CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

MBA 741 GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE:                 MBA 741 – Government Relations

SEMESTER:             Spring 2012
DAY AND TIME:      Thursday, 5:45 

LOCATION:             TBD
TEXT:

      Introducing Public Administration (7th Edition)


              Shafritz,Russell,Borick
INSTRUCTOR:         James R. Aiona Jr.

EMAIL:                    jrainc@hawaii.rr.com 
Catalog Course Description:  Administrative professionals in the public sector and non-government organizations (NGO’S) must understand and cultivate working relationships with various levels of government and community partners.  This course looks at theory and practice of governmental relations within a democratic, federalist system.  Focus is on operations and interactions among city/county, state, and federal agencies and how NGO’S can effectively and efficiently engage and interact with these various levels of public governmental agencies.  Specific attention is given to state and city/county relations in Hawaii.

Course Objectives:  

· Acquire and demonstrate an understanding of the interdependence of NGO’S and various levels of public governmental agencies in developing and implementing public policy.

· Acquire and demonstrate an understanding of the practical aspect of how the various levels of public government agencies relate to each other.

· Acquire and demonstrate an understanding of the practical aspect of how NGO’S can effectively engage with the various levels of public government agencies in relation to (and not limited to) contracting and funding. 

· Demonstrate the ability to present case analysis with strategic recommendations. 

Course Requirements: Students must come to class prepared to participate and interact in class assignments.  The ability to demonstrate and effectively communicate your thoughts, ideas, and position on issues/topics both verbally, and in writing, will be considered in determining a student’s grade. 
Attendance:  Attendance is mandatory.  If you are unable to attend a class session, it is important that you let me know at jrainc@hawaii.rr.com prior to the start of class.  Students with two absences will be penalized one letter grade in their course grade.  Students with three or more absences will fail the course.  Assignments will not be accepted after due date and time.  

Course Assignments:  

Reading Assignments

Students should come prepared to lead and participate in class discussion on assigned readings.  Students may be asked to prepare written position statements on the assigned readings during or prior to class presentation and discussion. 

Guest Speakers

Students should be prepared to engage guest speakers in lively discussion on the topic presented by the speaker.  Students should also be prepared to discuss how the guest speaker’s presentation may or may not have affected their perspective on the topic/issue (or other related topics/issues) presented by the speaker.  

Research Paper

Requirements and parameters of the research paper will be discussed at the 
first class meeting. 
Class Project 
We will discuss the specifics of this project at the first class meeting.  The topic for this class project will be the “Sequestration” issue at the federal level.
Grading
Your course grade will be based on the following point schedule:


Research Paper                          25

Class Project                             25

Class participation                      50


Total Possible Points              100

Course Grading Scale

Grade

Scale




Point Value

A       

90% or above


90 –100

B


80% to 89%


80 – 89

C


70% to 79%


70 – 79

D


60% to 69%


60 – 69

F


59% or below


< 59
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