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Medicine and Science in Literature, Film, and Popular Culture

Course Description: 

The purpose of this course is to fine-tune the critical reading, writing, and research skills essential for postsecondary academic scholarship. We shall analyze and interpret a number of texts organized around the broad topic of literature and medicine: literary classics such as Louisa May Alcott’s Hospital Sketches; films such as Harold Bucquet’s Dr. Kildare’s Strange Case and Joseph Sargent’s Miss Evers’ Boys; and television shows such as Marcus Welby, M.D. and House. Although class discussions will be flexible and open-ended, our considerations of these texts will emphasize representations of medical professionals in myth and reality. Through our readings, writing assignments, and discussions, we will also evaluate the ways in which advances in medical science and technology might simultaneously become a dream come true for some, and a nightmare for others, or even for society as-a-whole. How do individual rights and responsibilities exist alongside the drive of research for the greater good? Do all people enjoy the same access and opportunities for health and well-being in contemporary society?  We shall also investigate the ways in which issues such as the construction of race, gender, and class might alter or revise perceptions of the medical field in the 21st Century. 

Writing assignments in this course will focus upon short to medium-length expository essays. We shall also concentrate upon various research and writing methods, including but not limited to writing from sources, summarizing, paraphrasing, quoting, evaluating, and synthesizing. The final course paper will allow students to demonstrate the ability to write a multi-source research paper of at least 10 pages in length. 

Student Learning Outcomes:

In order to successfully complete this course, a student must demonstrate the following competencies:

Writing Skills

1. To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, 

and sentence structure in a written text.

2.  To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, 

mechanics, and sentence structure errors.

3.  To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.

-To demonstrate thesis sentences.

-To demonstrate topic sentences.

-To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.

-To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 

4.  To demonstrate an organized paper.

-To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.

-To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.

-To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 

5.  To demonstrate pre-writing strategies and techniques such as mapping, 

      free writing, and listing.

6.  To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, 

     exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition,   

     persuasion, classification, division).

-To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.

7.  To demonstrate the ability to research, draft, revise, and edit a research paper.

8.  To demonstrate the correct use of MLA documentation.

-To demonstrate an understanding of the difference between a bibliography and a works cited page.

-To demonstrate an understanding of plagiarism.

-To demonstrate the ability to cite sources within the body of a text.

Critical Thinking Skills

9.   To demonstrate the ability to evaluate and synthesize research information.

-To demonstrate the ability to evaluate the validity of source information.

-To demonstrate the ability to distinguish between reason and belief.

10. To demonstrate the ability to apply and integrate material from sources.

11. To be able to critically reflect on the writing process.
Required Texts:
The following books are required for this course. They are available in the Chaminade University Bookstore and should be purchased before the third class meeting. 

1. Ishiguro, Kazuo.  Never Let Me Go. Vintage, 2006.

2. Booth, Wayne C. ed., et al. The Craft of Research.
3. Skloot, Rebecca. The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks. Broadway, 2011.

Additional readings will be available via library reserve and/or ecollege.  

Course Requirements and Expectations:

Students are expected to: arrive on time, to complete all reading and writing assignments on the assigned dates, and to offer thoughtful contributions to class discussion. Frequent absences and/or lateness will adversely affect your grade. More than three unexcused absences will result in a lowering of the final course grade.  Students who miss two consecutive weeks of classes (4 sessions) will be dropped from the course. 

The course requirements include three formal essays, one article response, an annotated bibliography, and a variety of informal writings and occasional quizzes.  In-class assignments may not be made up or turned in late.  As this course emphasizes writing as a process, drafts form an integral part of each assigned essay; failure to participate in revision workshops or drafting exercises will adversely affect your final grade.

Please do not attempt to submit work that is not your own. Cheating/plagiarism will result in a grade "F" for the entire course; instances of cheating will be reported to the University’s Dean of Humanities.  Please review the Academic Honesty and Plagiarism policies in Chaminade University’s 2012-13 General Catalogue.

I am available for consultation during my office hours, by email, or by appointment.  If you have any questions about an assignment or essay, please contact me before the assignment is due.
Essay Guidelines:

Unless otherwise indicated, essays are due at 5:00 p.m. on the day assigned; they are expected to meet both minimum and maximum length requirements outlined in individual assignment descriptions. Essays may be submitted (as Word attachments only) by email to our course ecollege site or Livetext.

All essays must follow MLA format-- typed using 12-point font and double-spaced with one-inch margins on all sides. Please do not include a cover page. Each essay should have a creative and appropriate title. 

Final essays must include all drafts with commentary from the revision workshops, and any in-class writing that has helped to form the essay. 

Late papers will receive a 10% grade reduction for each day until it is submitted.  If you are having difficulty with an assignment, please meet with me for additional assistance before the due date. You must complete and turn in all essays and major projects in order to pass this course.  

STUDENTS MUST EARN A GRADE OF “C” OR BETTER TO PASS THIS COURSE.
Distribution:
Attendance and Participation (Quizzes, Homework, In-Class Writings, Discussion) 10%

Article Response 10%

Essay #1 10% 

Essay #2 15%

Annotated Bibliography 15%

Essay #3 (10-12 pgs) 30%

Final Exam 10%

