CJ 490: Seminar in Criminal Justice Agencies

Winter Evening 2003 (3 Credit Hours)

Chaminade University

Instructor:  Daniel Pollard


Telephone:  735-8539 (H), 527-8018(W)

e-mail:
Soxpollard@aol.com
dapolla@lashaw.org
Class Time/Day: Fridays 5:00 – 9:40 pm

Biographical Statement

Formerly a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney for the City and County of Honolulu, for four years.  Currently I am a staff attorney at the Legal Aid Society of Hawaii specializing in the area of Family Law.  I have been an adjunct professor at Chaminade University since 2000.

Course Objective

At the end of this course, the student should produce a written research paper and present an oral report, which demonstrates that the student has an integrative knowledge of the Criminal Justice System.  The paper should reflect knowledge of content matter, research methods, statistics and grammar appropriate to a graduating senior of Criminal Justice.  The oral report should reflect ability in organization, delivery and self-confidence in the subject matter presented.

Course Description

Capstone course requiring the integration of knowledge regarding the Criminal Justice System.  Students must complete a written in-depth research project dealing with one of the components of the Criminal Justice System and present an oral summary to the class.  I will be collecting drafts and other preliminary stages of this paper regularly throughout the pendency of this course.  The student will be expected to turn in to me a written final draft and also a copy of that draft on computer disk in a Word compatible format.  More will be explained in class.

Students will take a comprehensive multiple-choice examination.  This examination will be used to assess the effectiveness of the Criminal Justice curriculum and the knowledge Criminal Justice majors have acquired over their course of study.  This examination will not be used to determine the student’s grade in CJ 490.

Textbook

The Criminal Justice Student Writer’s Manual, 2nd Edition, William A. Johnson, Jr. – Prentice Hall

Disclaimer

The instructor reserves the right to make slight adjustments to the syllabus as me be necessary.

Attendance

Attendance is an expected and necessary requirement of this course.  It is recognized that there are times when the student will not be able to attend class but absence from class will impact the final grade. The student=s participation in each class session is considered important to the learning process and will impact the final grade.  Missing class is not an excuse for not being prepared for the next class, in fact, I will make a point of calling on students who miss a class at the very next class to insure that you are not falling behind.  If you miss a class due to a reason found acceptable by me (i.e. Military duties, sickness, etc.) your Aclass attendance@ grade will not be impacted, but you must provide to me verification of the reasons you were absent or at least prior notice of your intent not to be at class.  I will allow no exceptions to this requirement.  I have included my contact information at the top of this syllabus and I expect prior notification at one of those places if a class is to be missed.

With respect to the final draft of the research report, missing class on that due to an unexcused absence very likely will result in an AF@ for the course as I will not let you make it up.  So, if you think that you might miss this class, let me know beforehand and provide to me sufficient verification.  Keep in mind that if you are going to miss that class, it is probably a good idea to turn in your final draft early.

With respect to the oral report, an unexcused absence on that day (and so missing out on presenting your project to the class) will severely impact your grade.  The same rules hold for making this up as for the final draft.

Assignments

Assignments will be given that assist the student in getting started early and making steady progress in the production of the final research paper and presentation.  Unless otherwise specified, all completed assignments are to be written in written form.  The time and effort that each student puts into these preliminary stages of the paper will be rewarded with a better quality research paper and points for timely submission of the assignment itself.

Grading
20% oral report

10% class attendance

10% class participation

10% timely submission of drafts and other preliminary stages

50% final research paper

Teaching Schedule

October 10, 2003

· Introduction to syllabus

· Class exercise

October 17, 2003

· Preliminary subject choices due

· Class Discussion

· Individual conference with each student

October 24, 2003

· Research paper subject due

· Class Discussion

· Individual conference with each student

October 31, 2003

· Preliminary Table of authorities due

· Individual conference with each student

November 7, 2003

· Draft of outline due

· Class discussion

· Individual Conference with each student

November 14, 2003

· Detailed outline due

· Updated Table of authorities due

· Class Discussion

· Individual Conference with each student

November 21, 2003

· Rough Draft due

· Class Discussion

· Individual Conference with each student

November 28, 2003

· 2nd Draft due

· Class Discussion

· Individual Conference with each student

December 5, 2003

· Oral Presentation

December 12, 2003

· Final draft due

· Exit Examination

