Medical Examiner’s Investigations
FS-655
Spring, 2013
Professor:  Wilson Sullivan




Days: T/TH
Office: Henry #3





Time:  0830-0950
Tele: 440-4295/Cell: 277-0926



Classroom: HL-6
E-mail:  wsulliva@chaminade.edu  

This course, Medical Examiner’s Investigations, is intended as an introduction to methods of gathering and preserving forensic evidence with regard to death investigations.  The student will learn the basic vocabulary, medical procedures, medical records, recognition of various elements of the death scene and related scenes and conditions leading up to the death.  We will look at cause of death, manner of death, determining factors of conducting investigations, declining investigations, identification of decedents, notification of family and or course the inevitable paper trail used to document everything.  We will look at medications and their relationship to medical-legal death investigations
The objectives of this course will enable the student to:

· Have an overview of medical examiner operations.
· Understand the basic tasks or duties involved in specific death scenarios.
· Recognize the interaction of the specialties and the necessity for team work.

· Be aware of safety considerations.

· Possess a reasonable understanding of what can and cannot be accomplished.
TEXT:
Death Investigator’s Handbook, Vol. 3, by Louis N. Eliopulos, Paladin Press, 2007  

Instructor will also reference Vol. 1 and 2 of the above handbook, as well as:


Forensic Pathology, by Vincent DiMaio and Dominic DiMaio, CRC Press, Second Edition, 2001.
GRADES:

There will be three examinations, each worth 100 points, or a total of 300 points.  There will also be quizzes on medical terminology.  These will add up to 100 points for a grand total of 400 points.  Material for these exams will come from both the text books and lecture material.  If you do not read the book, your grade will reflect your failure to do so.  The lectures are a supplement to the book and lectures will not be a review of the book material.  
ATTENDANCE
 It is imperative that students attend class for two reasons.  First, I take attendance and this can add to your score if you are border line between two grades and attendance is required by the school.  Second, attendance is the way you will get information for your exams that you would not get in the book.  An attendance sheet will be passed around during the class session and it is your responsibility to sign the sheet.  If your signature is not on the sheet, you will not be credited with attendance.  Also each student must sign in for themselves only. 
Food/Beverages:
This class is held in a laboratory and therefore no food or beverages are allowed in the class.

Attire:
Again, this class is conducted in a laboratory,  All students are required to wear shoes covering their toes.  The shoes must be worn upon entering and removed after leaving the class.

Cell Phones/Electronics and Class Demeanor:

Your cell phones must be on vibrate, silent, or off.  Lecture time is for lecture and not personal conversations.  Should you decide to visit with your neighbor during class, you will be asked to leave and will not be credited for the class.  Likewise anyone late to class more than ten minutes without an excuse will not be credited for the class.  You are asked to respect your fellow classmate’s rights to learn.   
Computers in Class:
Computers are encouraged for classroom notes, not surfing the net or checking your e-mail.  Conduct your personal tasks on your non-class time.

GRADING SCALE:
90-100 A

80-89 B

70-79 C

60-69 D

59 and below
F

CONSULTATION:

I will be in my office Monday to Friday prior to 0830.  I am also  available at mutually arranged times if needed.

Date

Topic







Instructor
Jan
15
Distribute Notes

Medical Examiner/Coroner Systems-Chapter 62, Vol. 3
17
Time of Death -Chapter 12, Vol. 1

Psychological Autopsies-Chapter 27, Vol. 2



22
Victim Identification-Chapter 52, Vol. 2

Unidentified Remains Protocol, Chapter 53, Vol. 2


24
Handling Next of Kin-Chapter 55, Vol. 2





Media Management-Chapter 56, Vol. 2




29
Information available from vital statistics, Chapter 59, Vol. 2


31
Examination








Feb.
05
The Forensic Autopsy, Chapter 64, Vol. 3                           



Autopsy References, Chapter 66, Vol. 3

07
Forensic Odontology-Chapter 67, Vol. 3



ABFO Bite mark, Methodology Guidelines, Chapter 68, Vol. 3


12
Forensic Anthropology-Chapter 69, Vol. 3



14
Forensic Toxicology-Chapter 70        

19
Common Prescription Medications-Chapter 72, Vol. 3


21
DNA Procedures, Chapter 75, Vol. 3





Serology, Chapter 76, Vol. 3


26
Cultural Remedies and Other Considerations

28
Dealing with Doctors and Other Medical Professional


Mar.
05
Second Examination




07
Dead Body Examinations, Chapter 2, Vol. 1

12
Body Dump Sites, Chapter 9, Vol. 1



Buried Body Cases-Chapter 10, Vol. 1


14
Decomposed Remains-Chapter 11, Vol. 1

.
19
Interviewing-Chapter 15, Vol. 2

21
Homicide Investigations, Chapters 19-24, Vol. 2


26
Spring Break, No Classes


28
Spring Break, No Classes

Apr
02
Cold Case Investigations-Chapter 25, Vol. 2


04
Suicide-Chapter 26, Vol. 2, Auto-erotic Death

09
Aircraft Crashes-Chapter 28, Vol. 2

11
Alcohol Related Deaths, Chapter 29, Vol. 2



Asphyxia, Chapter 30, Vol. 2
         


16
Bioterrorism, Chapter 31, Vol. 2


18
Child Deaths, Chapter 34, Vol. 2



23
Drowning-Chapter 36, Vol.  2

25
Delayed Hospital Deaths, Chapter 35, Vol. 2

29
Fire related Deaths-Chapter 41, Vol. 2

May
02
Apparent Natural Death, Chapter 43, Vol. 2



Police/Custodial Related Deaths, Chapter 45, Vol. 2
Final examination will be in HL-6 on Tuesday, May 07, 2013, 0830-1030 hours.
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