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Course Description

The course aims to develop an appreciation of film, its rich traditions and history.  With an emphasis on the conceptual, thematic, technical and visual areas as well as various genres of film, the course will offer balanced measures of appreciation of film as art, film criticism, and the collaboration of film artists.

Outcomes

By the end of the semester, the students with a minimum grade of C will be able:

1. To provide fundamental knowledge of the development of film as an art form.
2. To provide fundamental knowledge of the cinematic arts of production, direction, editing, design and acting

3. To understand and to competently use the terminology and vocabulary of the film industry.

4. To become more focused and informed as an audience

5. To develop the ability to evaluate films.

6. To develop the ability to recognize the structure, technical expertise, theme and focus of a film through study of scripting and film production.

7. To studying and appreciate a range of film art representing different cultures, traditions and genres.

8. To respond actively and imaginatively by engaging in discussion, interpreting, analyzing and critical thinking and writing about film as an art.

Texts [required]

Understanding Movies, 12th Edition, Louis Giannetti, Prentice Hall, 2011
Supplements to the text

Books, media, articles, films and other materials and resources will be placed in the Sullivan Library on reserve for this class.  Online resources will be assigned. Specific information will be given as the materials are available.

Expectations and Policies

1. Attendance and participation at all class sessions;
2. Reading all assigned materials, viewing all assigned films, and being prepared for discussions and tests.

3. Writing four 1-2 page reflective or analytical essays on films viewed for this class.

4. View and review three films outside of class (two current films at a movie theater; one film on DVD, to be chosen from a list provided by the professor).

Student Conduct
· All student rules of conduct, as outlined in the Student Handbook, will be applicable in this class.  Review these rules as presented in the 2012-2013 Handbook.

· Note:  All portable cellular phones, headsets, earphones, i-Pods, MP-3 players (and their ilk), CD and DVD players, radios, video game players and other non-academic, non-essential technological distractions must remain turned off and in bags or packs during each entire class session.

· Laptop computers/notebooks/iPads are allowed with permission, and ONLY for work pertaining to this class.  Violators lose this privilege.

· No one may leave the room during the class except in an emergency.  Take care of bathroom needs, business and communications before or after class.
· Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  All students are expected to follow the CUH policy regarding use of technology and plagiarism (see 2012-2013 Student Handbook, or the online CUH General Catalogue for 2012-2013).

Grading:

The class grade is determined through a point system.  Points are earned on the four exams and short quizzes, the assignment activities (film attendance/reviews, short essays); classroom attendance and participation.  The following scale of the total points will be used to determine grades:  90-100% is an A; 80-89% is a B; 70-79% is a C; 60-69% is a D; 59% and below is an F.

Grade Value Assignments:         Exams and quizzes:        

60%





       Reflection Papers                              15%




                    Film Reviews
        

15%

                                                           Attendance/Participation

10%

Writing Requirements

All written assignments handed into the professor for this class must meet the following criteria:

· The papers must be word-processed or typed, double-spaced, in black ink, using appropriate paper, fonts and standard margins.  No handwritten assignments will be accepted.  Spelling, grammar and correct citations will count in the grade.
· All written work must meet the standard writing requirements set forth by CUH and will be evaluated using a template designed to meet these requirements.

· All writing assignments must be handed in during the class on the assigned dates unless permission from the professor to hand in a tardy assignment is given in advance.   Late assignments will receive one grade reduction per day late.
· No written assignments will be accepted online.  Only hard copy, printed assignments handed in on the assigned dates will be eligible for full credit.
· Outside class reviews are due the week following viewing the film.  Late reviews will not be accepted.  (Staple theatre ticket stubs to reviews)
Make-up Exams
A make-up exam must be scheduled within one week of the class exam.  Only serious, excused absences from an exam will be accepted.

COURSE OUTLINE                      UM = Understanding Movies
One DVD copy of each listed film is on overnight reserve in Sullivan Library.
All of the listed films are available online at:  www.1channel.ch/
Most of the films are available through NETFLIX or other distributors.
Date


Topics

                       Readings Due/
       Writing Due

                                                                                   Films Viewed
T.   January 15   Introduction; orientation to semester; film as art overview

Th. January 17   Film Photography essentials;
Chapter 1 (UM)   
                           Early film: Chaplin and Keaton
T.   January 22   The General in-class screening

Th. January 24   Mise en Scene; film discussion
Chapter 2 (UM)
T.   January 29   Movement/kinetic arts                     Chapter 3(UM)   
Th. January 31   Movement; film discussion
             The Bicycle Thief
T.  February 5    Editing (Kurosawa)

      Chapter 4 (UM)    Reflection Paper #1
Th. February 7   Kurosawa and film art                        Ikiru 

  
T.  February 12  Test #1 



Th. February 14   Sound;  film discussion

Chapter 5 (UM)  

                                                                                     Singing in the Rain
T.  February 19   Acting for film                                Chapter 6 (UM)  
Th. February 21  Acting;  film discussion                  Casablanca
        
T.   February 26  Dramatic structure/genre            Chapter 7 (UM)   Reflection Paper #2
Th. February 28  Drama;  film discussion

Dead Man Walking    

T.  March 5        Creating a Story; symbols         Chapter 8 (UM)   Outside Film Review
Th. March 7       Story;   film discussion                   2001: A Space Odyssey
T.   March 12       Screen Writing

      North By Northwest


Th. March 14       Test #2  
T.   March 19  Screenplay development
       Chapter 9(UM)    Reflection Paper #3

Th. March 21  Screenplay; film discussion           Crash
March 25--29  Spring Break
T.  April 2          Film Theory 


Chapter 11     Outside Film Review
Th. April 4         Theory; film discussion                The Seventh Seal    
T.   April 9     Ideology; An Inconvenient Truth, pt.1
Th. April 11   Ideology; An Inconvenient Truth, pt.2  Chapter 10
                                                                             Bowling for Columbine
 

T.   April 16   Film Criticism 


     Chocolat               Reflection Paper #4

Th. April 18   Test #3  
T.   April 23   Synthesis:  Citizen Kane

Chapter 12    
Th. April 25   Synthesis: Citizen Kane                 Citizen Kane
T.    April 30    Film discussion           
      Hotel Rwanda    Assigned Film Review
Th.  May 2       Film, TV, Culture; review for final
W. May 8—Final Exam, 8:30—10:10 am. CTCChing 101 (Loo Theatre)
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